
 

 
Context  
 
The catch-up premium has been designed to mitigate the effects of the unique disruption 
caused by coronavirus (COVID-19). Consequently, the grant is only available for the 2020 to 
2021 academic year. The additional funding received as part of the Government’s universal 
catch up premium works out approximately £80,000 of additional funding for the Academy. 
It must be noted that whilst these funds will be used to support students catching up on 
missed learning, the Academy has lost the Year 7 Literacy and Numeracy Catch up Premium 
(approx. £28,000) – money which previously was committed to means of catch up and 
intervention. It is envisaged that attendance, particularly of those students with historic 
poor attendance may become an additional barrier.  
 
Use of funding  
 
Schools and Academies should use this funding for specific activities to support their 
students to catch up for lost teaching over the previous months, in line with the guidance on 
curriculum expectations for the next academic year. Schools have the flexibility to spend 
their funding in the best way for their cohort and circumstances. 
 
Research carried out by the EEF (Education Endowment Foundation) and other leading 
educational institutions suggest the following strategies support students ‘catching up’:  
• Supporting great teaching  
• Pupil assessment and feedback  
• Transition support  
• One to one and small group tuition  
• Intervention Programmes  
• Extended School Time  
• Supporting parents and carers  
• Access to technology  
• Summer support  
 
This research into how best to support planning in schools within the academic year 2020-
2021, suggest a three-tiered approach. 
 
This approach is guidance used by the Academy in order to best support the strategy of the 
use of the Catch-Up funding in order to best support students in all Year groups. This is 
based however on the need of the Academy and its students and therefore does not simply 
focus on just academic support. The Academy will be using this funding in order to support 
the students within: 

1. Curriculum and remote learning 
2. Attendance 
3. Behaviour 
4. Staff Professional Development 

 
 
 



 

 
When looking at the students involved in any catch-up strategies, the Academy will focus 
on: 
 

- The students who are likely to have the biggest gaps in knowledge 
- The students who least engaged with and in accessing remote learning 
- Students identified as most vulnerable or have ECH plans, so learning at home may 

have been more challenging 
- Students who may have experienced difficult family circumstances during the Covid-

19 pandemic 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Accountability and monitoring  
 
As with all government funding, school leaders must be able to account for how this money 
is being used to achieve the central goal of schools getting back on track and teaching a 
normal curriculum as quickly as possible. Given their role in ensuring schools spend funding 
appropriately and in holding schools to account for educational performance, governors and 
trustees should scrutinise schools’ approaches to catch-up from September, including their 
plans for and use of catch-up funding. This should include consideration of whether schools 
are spending this funding in line with their catch-up priorities, and ensuring appropriate 
transparency for parents. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
SKA Covid-19 Programmes and Intervention  
 
Below is an overview Academy’s programmes and interventions which will be used in order 
to support our young people in ‘catching up’ on some of the learning missed during their 
time away from school. It is important to note that the most important strategy will be 
ensuring great teaching in every classroom, every day. Where Teaching and Learning needs 
developing, immediate intervention and support will be needed. 
 

Strategy Timescale Cost (approx.) 

Academic tutoring: Through the employment of My 
Tutor – Tutor programme: 
10-15-week programmes for students on a: 
 1:1 basis for students in English and Maths 
1:3 basis for students in Maths/English/Science 

Jan 2021 
onwards 

£25,000 

Online resources and software including:  

• Complete Maths – secondary ready Maths 
programme to support those who require 
support from a transition perspective 

• Educake  

• SAM learning  

• L’Explore reading analytics 

• Digital theatre plus 

Nov 2020 £10,000 

Additional Subject specific resources 
 
 

September 
2020 onwards 

£10,000 

Cultural Capital strategies, in order to catch students 
up with aspects of the education outside of the 
classroom 

January 2021 £5,000 

Professional Development for Staff including 
membership of Princes Trust Teaching Institute 

September 
2020 onwards 

£10,000 

Achievement for All charity – Kent pilot  September 
2020 onwards 

£7,000 

Improved devices/ systems in order to support 
students in accessing remote learning 
 

September 
2020 

£10,000 

Engagement strategy resources  September 
2020 onwards 

£2,000 

Reward budget in order to motivate students with 
improved progress over time and to recognise and 
change behaviour  

September 
2020 onwards 

£1,000 

 

 
 


