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Welcome to the very first SKA annual review. It seems an 
appropriate time to reflect on all that has been achieved. 
It seems quite incredible that we are in our fourth year as 
an Academy. John Lennon is quoted as saying that life is 
what happens to you while you are busy doing other things. 
Well, Skinners’ Kent Academy has certainly been busy doing 
exciting things.

These three years have seen us open the Academy, improve 
academic achievement, create an ethos of mutual respect 
ensuring high standards of behaviour, and deliver elegance 
in how we look and in all that we do. We have not faltered in 
our vision that all students at this Academy deserve the very 
best in order to achieve the very best. 

These three years have seen staff and students come and 
go, but all those who have joined us have understood the 
privilege it is to be a member of this community and have 
shown pride in our success. This has extended beyond our 
immediate family to that of the wider Skinners’ family of 
schools. We are grateful for the support we have received in 
so many different and special ways  as the newest member 
of this family.

These three years have seen some fine young people from 
The Skinners’ School, The Judd School, Tonbridge School, 
Tunbridge Wells Girls’ Grammar School and St Gregory’s 
come to work with our students in their gap year. They have 
inspired our students and played a key role in developing 
their self-belief. This September our first home-grown 
Learning Mentor from our first Year 11 cohort started work 
at the Academy.

These three years have seen a design for the new building 
chosen, contracts signed, buildings taken down and buildings 
go up, culminating in the Topping Out ceremony which 
represented symbolically an important moment in the new 
build project. We look forward to moving in early in 2013.
 
These three years have seen the Academy challenge 
perceptions. The students have been at the heart of the 
change in attitude towards the Academy. They walk tall 
and are proud, in a quiet and unassuming way. They work 
incredibly hard. They support each other and are welcoming 
to those who visit us. They are beginning to believe in 
themselves as we believe in them. 

3Now we are 

Principal’s       
Reflections

These three years have seen Ofsted visit us twice. In 
March we had a full inspection which gave us great cause 
for celebration. Inspectors recognised that outstanding 
progress had been made in all areas of our work. They 
recognised our relentless drive towards excellence in all 
that we do, our uncompromising push to be the best we 
can be, not settling for second best, but they recognised 
too the importance of our community where all are valued 
and cared for. 

All of the above has been very hard work and could not 
have been achieved without the outstanding commitment 
of an outstanding group of staff and governors. All staff, 
teachers and non-teachers alike at this Academy have been 
on a journey, we might call it an adventure, an exciting 
adventure. However it is one they have undertaken 
willingly and with great sacrifice on occasions. I cannot 
emphasise enough the high quality of work which happens 
every day at SKA. It is truly inspirational.  

Yes, we have been busy but we never forget our core 
purpose of making a difference to the lives of the young 
people in our care and we challenge them to make the 
most of all the opportunities available to them, so that 
they can lead successful and fulfilling lives. There are some 
that said that we could not do what we have done.  It is all 
in the script we wish to write for our young people. It is a 
script of self-belief, not unlike that of the Olympians we 
watched this summer. 

 As we move into what I call Phase 2 of the development 
of The Skinners’ Kent Academy, I pledge that we will 
make the most of every moment for our young people, 
encouraging them to do the same. We have set out a 5 
year strategic plan to take us to 2017. It is ambitious - 
you would not expect anything else. It will be a challenge 
- but of course we relish challenges. It will establish The 
Skinners’ Kent Academy as an outstanding all ability school 
at the heart of its community. As we embark on this next 
phase I invite you  to celebrate all that has been achieved 
and look forward to all that we will achieve. The Skinners’ 
Kent Academy is a very special place and whether you are 
a Friend, a Governor, a member of Skinners’ Company, a 
parent, a member of staff or a student past or present, be 
proud of our success. We look forward to continuing to 
work with you to achieve even greater things.
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Head Students’ 
Welcome

2012 has been a wonderful year for the students of The 
Skinners’ Kent Academy. 

Looking back we realise just how much we have all done. 
The trip of a lifetime to the Paralympics, the Year 7 orchestral 
performance at the Queen Elizabeth Hall, the Topping Out 
Ceremony of the new building, the launch of the new Sixth 
Form, the arrival of record numbers of Year 7 students and 
of course that stunning Ofsted report are just some of our 
highlights.

As student leaders we take an active role in the day to day 
life of the Academy. We pride ourselves on the student 
manifesto. Our three main priorities are:

• To make the Academy the community school of choice
• To ensure there are equal opportunities for all at the 

Academy
• To ensure the organisation is strong, positive and highly 

focused

There is a strong body of student advocates who have 
represented the Academy at important internal events, such 
as Open Evenings and assemblies, as well as external events 
such as the Remembrance Service in Tunbridge Wells.  Many 
of our students have taken part in fund-raising for a variety 

of charities – be it running in the Race for Life, throwing wet 
sponges at teachers in the stocks for Children in Need or 
buying and selling cakes at lunchtime to raise money for 
Pepenbury Residential Home. 

What a busy year it has been! With the move into the new 
building, 2013 promises to be just as busy and exciting.  

Manifesto Artwork: Pauline Westhuizen

Head Boy, Kourosh Kamiab and Head Girl, Ellie Brooker 
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News in Brief
MARCH
Ofsted Inspectors came to visit the Academy and 
judged the Academy to have many outstanding features 
including: Outstanding Leadership and Management, 
Outstanding Student Progress and Outstanding Student 
Behaviour and Safety.

APRIL
A former Head Girl is the first Academy student to 
become Skinners’ Company Apprentice.  During her 
apprenticeship Lucy Jenner will be keeping in touch with 
the Academy and will be an important link between her 
old school and the Skinners’ Company.  

MAY
Principal, Mrs Carr, won the KM Head Teacher of 
the Year 2012 Award for the Tonbridge and Malling, 
Tunbridge Wells and Sevenoaks district.  

JUNE
Distinguished guests, governors, staff and pupils 
celebrated at the Topping Out Ceremony for the new 
building.

SEPTEMBER
All 500 students and staff visited the London 2012 
Paralympic Games. 

The Skinners’ Kent Academy Sixth Form was launched 
offering the IBCC (International Baccalaureate Careers 
Related Certificate).

“The best things at this school so far are going to the 
Paralympics and receiving ‘student of the month’ because it 
is such a good feeling.  Also, it is a great experience to be at 

this Academy because I think it is the best school in Tunbridge 
Wells.” Connie Towers , Year 7

Mr Bull became the new Head of House in April.  Since 
his arrival, Newton House has grown to over 190 students 
with 127 new students joining in Year 7 from a variety of 
primary schools.

There have been some amazing achievements from the 
students in Newton House over the past year. 26 students 
won subject prizes at Prize Giving in June, including 
Fruzanne Weller who won the Springboard Marketing Cup 
for promoting the Academy in local primary schools this 
year and N5 were awarded the Newton House Cup.  

House Report 
NEWTON HOUSE

DARWIN HOUSE

BRUNEL HOUSE

Mr O’Brien is currently Head of House. He is also Head of the 
Enterprise Faculty so it is no surprise that one of the main 
highlights of the year was the AXA PPP Mentoring Scheme in 
which students developed small enterprises learning basic 
economic and business skills. 

Students enjoy a weekly inter-form table quiz;  
congratulations to D1 for winning Term 1. And well done 
to everyone at Sports Day for some stunning performances 
and bringing home the Sports Day Cup. 

Mrs Pomeroy is Head of House. She is delighted her house 
won the Skinners’ Senior House Cup for the second year 
in a row. This cup is awarded to the House with the best 
attendance record and the most Vivos.  

SIXTH FORM
We are delighted to see the launch of this new educational 
provision for 16-18 year olds. The IBCC (International 
Baccalaureate Careers Certificate) has UCAS approved 
courses that are worth the equivalent of 5 A - Levels that are 
recognised in 120 countries worldwide.

Students and staff at the Sixth Form Christmas meal
at the Royal Wells Hotel.  



Science

Year 7-9 at Science Club

Ten Year 8 and 9 students joined 
300 students from across Kent 
in October for an interactive 
day of science run by Teen Tech.   
The day was designed to inspire 
a future generation of scientists 
and innovators.  Co-founder 
and former Tomorrow’s World 
presenter, Maggie Philbin, said: 
“The South East is vital to UK 
economic growth, so having the 
right people with relevant skills 
is very important”
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The Serious Fun on Saturdays Science Club run by Tonbridge School and The 
Skinners’ Kent Academy has been a huge success.  Year 5 primary school children 
have participated in 10 free sessions which have helped to raise their science SATs 
levels. 

The aim of the project is to encourage participation in science, stimulate scientific 
enquiry and enjoyment and raise standards in science in preparation for entry 
into secondary school.  We are in the second year of a three year project, which 
has been made possible thanks to the generous funding of the Shine organisation 
and the partnership with Tonbridge School, a fellow member of the Skinners’ 
company.  

SERIOUS FUN ON SATURDAYS

We aim to teach science using practical techniques as much as possible, so that students can really engage with the subject and 
begin to understand how the world around them works.  

We introduced triple science, so that students can now take all three sciences individually at GCSE level and we are delighted 
that we had an increase in the number of students achieving an A or A*.

It has also been a busy year outside the classroom.  In January our Gifted and Talented students enjoyed Saturday masterclasses, 
run by our main sponsor The Skinners’ School.  We also ran a range of science events for primary schools, including a Gifted and 
Talented day in the summer and the Shine project.    Ms Leeton, Head of Science and PE Faculty



Enterprise 
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Chess Club                                                                     Artwork: Anthony Bryan, Jessie Gifford 

It has been another successful year for the Faculty.   The number of students gaining maths GCSE is increasing, 50% of students 
taking the IFS - Level 2 Certificate in Personal Finance achieved A*-A and 100% of our ICT students achieved GCSE A*-C.

Chess club goes from strength to strength with increasing numbers of students participating in clubs every lunchtime.    There 
have also been a number of tournaments, including students V teachers competitions.  The Maths Puzzle Day for Year 7 gave 
all students an opportunity to problem solve and work in teams in a fun and active way and the new Year 7 students linked 
photography and maths, before they even joined us in September, as part of the Year 7 Summer Project.

Students have produced some stunning work as part of the Pathways to Independence project. Their task to design a sports  
franchise delivered some excellent and ambitious ideas for our 26 acres of land, the other side of the Pembury Road.

We have also worked with dozens of primary school children, as part of our continuing maths outreach with younger students.

Mr O’Brien, Head of Enterprise Faculty 

P2I project - design for a new stadium 
Year 7  project - the link between pylons and 

maths explores angles and triangles  
Year 7  project -  the link between art and 
maths explores repeating patterns 



Communication

Mock Trials 
Skinners’ Kent Academy students performed 

brilliantly in a mock trial competition in March.

15 students from Years 8 and 9 took part in 

the regional leg of a national competition at  

Sevenoaks Magistrate Court to find the best 

courtroom team.   

The competition was designed to give 

students an understanding of the legal rights, 

responsibilities and the role and workings of 

the criminal justice system, whilst developing 

skills of research, analysis, discussion, public 

speaking, communication and teamwork.  

The Academy team competed against other 

schools in the area and was only narrowly 

beaten in the final case by our lead sponsor, 

The Skinners’ School.  

This year students have discovered William Shakespeare, John Steinbeck and Harper Lee. They have been 
introduced to pre-19th century poetry and become poets themselves.  They have seen Macbeth’s witches 
performed as hags, teenagers and men; they have cheered pantomime dames.  

Year 7 dreams have been recorded and enclosed in a capsule at the heart of the new building to celebrate the  
Topping Out ceremony.  Years 8 and 9 had their day in court as they took on our sponsor school in a mock 
trial competition.  One of our Year 10 students became the Mystery Reviewer for the Assembly Hall Theatre 
and Year 11 students have given speeches about their incredible journey from High School to Academy.

Ms Ahmed, Head of Communication Faculty

It was a murky gloomy night.
The moon glowed like a lava 
lamp in an empty room.
Crows were scanning the city,
Cackling like witches creating 
a spell.

In a cosy looking pub, 
Which is heaven for drunks,
There is a malicious 
bartender,
Her angry words spewed 
out like blood coming from a 
wound.

On the outside, the pub
Looks like a haunted house.
Go in if you dare…
Into the bartender’s lair.

THE PUB
Charles Cocking, Year 8

Snow clung to the trees like glue
The snow falls in front of you

As the flakes drift to the edge of the sea
It is getting cold, too cold for me

THE SNOW
James Fermer, Yr 8

              Love is red 
              Like a rose in summer

              Love has the smell of English strawberries 
              Its sound is the gentle breeze 

              And the feel of velvet

LOVE
Taylor Chapman, Year 8 

Twenty one students from The Skinners’ Kent 
Academy have had their poetry published in a 
special anthology.

There was a huge response to the Poetry 
Rivals competition with poems finally being 
selected for publication based on perception, 
imagination, expression and creative use of 
language.

There are some terrific examples of original 
thought and creativity. This competition has 
allowed our students to use newly developed 
skills and their success has really helped to 
build on their confidence in literacy.

Mrs Mustafa, Teacher of English
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“My highlights are getting 100% in 
my accelerated reading test.  I’ve also 

moved up to top set in both English and 
Science.”  Shazid Miah, Year 8
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P2i winners on a visit to the Victoria and Albert, London 

Looking at the displays in the museum was 
inspiring because it showed me how important
history is and how the past inspires designers to 
create modern day costumes.  It was a brilliant 
day and worth every minute!
Geminii Parker, Year 9

It was really exciting to be picked to see the Hollywood costumes!  My favourites 
were: ‘Indiana Jones’, the ‘Mama Mia’ dresses and ‘Darth Vader’. It really showed 
how the costumes were not just costumes; there was meaning behind each of 
them.  Also the outfits engaged the actors - when they stepped into them, they 
became the character.  When the actors are in their costumes, it makes the 
audience think and understand the meaning.  Charlie Duffield, Year 9

Languages: French, 
German & Spanish 
September 2012 saw an exiting time for the Modern Foreign 
Languages department with a new Head of MFL coming to 
the Academy and with this the chance for Year 7 to study two 
modern foreign languages.

As of this academic year all Year 7 will study French and either 
German or Spanish, putting us at the forefront of language 
provision in the Tunbridge Wells area.  As we go to press, Year 7 
will be travelling to Köln in Germany in order to experience the 
culture of the Christmas Markets first hand, as well as practising 
their newly learnt language.

Students have been moving forward with their French studies 
with Year 11 working hard on their controlled assessments. 
These are incredibly important for our GCSE cohort as they make 
up 60% of their final GCSE grade.

We are going through a very busy but exiting  time and we  
look forward to further broadening the skills of learning about 
language and culture in 2013.

Mr Richter, Head of Modern Foreign Languages

P2I trip to THE v & A

Drama

GCSE drama is in full swing with assessments taking place this 
term. Year 7 and 8 students have been rehearsing hard for their 
performance of “Scroogette” at the Christmas assembly.   It will 
be our last show in the old facilities and it can be safely said the 
whole drama department is very excited about working in the 
new facilities next year.  

Mrs Cripps, Lead Practitioner Performing Arts

Year 8 students rehearse for “Scroogette”



It all began in the summer of 2011. 
Eighteen months later and the 

construction of the new building is 
nearly finished.   As we look back on 

some of the key milestones of the build 
we look forward to moving into our 

fantastic new facilities in spring 2013.• 2,800m³ of 
concrete used 
in the frame of 
the building, this 
is more than 26 
double decker bus 
loads!!!

• 103 miles 
of cable used within the building, this 
is nearly the same as travelling from 
Tunbridge Wells to Lille in France.

• 23,669m² of paint on the walls 
and ceilings, this is the same as 3, 11 
a-side football pitches or 93 netball 
courts!!!

• 4,2661m of scaffold used for 
access, this is taller than 11 Eiffel 
Towers stacked one on top of the 
other!!!

• 149 internal windows / glazed 
screens

• 422 external windows

• 275 internal doors

THE STATS

Student tours of the new building 

Year 7 students enjoy PE on the new all weather pitch, which was handed 
over in June 2012.

Feb 2012

OCT 2012

Keep up to date:
www.skinnerskentacademy.org.uk 

New Building
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Ground Breaking Ceremony The foundations are laid

Topping Out Ceremony ...”and the dreams that you dare to dream really do come true”

Oct 2011 Jan 2012

Jun 2012 Sep 2012

Nov 2012
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Sport
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“The best thing I have done this term was
winning a netball match” Yasmina Ozen, Year 7

Race for Life

Primary Netball Tournament, hosted by the AcademyFootball training with Tunbridge Wells FC

Staff and students at the Pride Awards

It has been a really exciting year in the PE department. Our fantastic new all weather pitch (AWP) and 
multi-use games courts (MUGAs) were handed over, enabling students to take part in a whole variety of 
sports using first class facilities. Sporting clubs have flourished and students are also benefiting from a 
wide range of extra-curricular activities, such as hockey, run by staff with real passion and expertise. The 
increase in student numbers has had a positive impact on our sports teams and we have enjoyed success 
in some inter-school competitions.  

We have also looked beyond the Academy for sporting development. 70 female students and staff took 
part in the Race For Life this summer to raise money for Cancer Research. We have enjoyed a partnership 
with Tunbridge Wells Football Club and our Sports Ambassadors have had great experience helping to run 
primary school tournaments and marshal the Olympic Torch Ceremony in Tunbridge Wells.  

As well as going to the Paralympics in September our students successfully took part in the Pride Awards 
which celebrated the Olympic and Paralympic values and the Academy is developing a programme of sport 
to ensure the Olympic legacy lives on.

Mrs Nicholson, Lead Practitioner PE



Humanities
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MYP student ambassadors:

Sam Wheeler, Ella Morley, Finley Crowhurst, Kay Hall
Josh Boakes, Jack Roberts, Isobel Hall, Hannah Diamond
Callum Humphrey, Mollie Mercer

Student ambassadors have been working on displays to help 
promote the Middle Years IB Programme around the Academy.  
They attend weekly meetings to organise assemblies and discuss 
ideas to incorporate the areas of interaction into the Library. 
They are already planning electronic displays for when we move 
into the new building.

All KS3 students are currently working on their Pathway to 
Independence inter-disciplinary project (maths, PE & technology)
which will involve them completing tasks which focus on the 
human ingenuity area of interaction.

Mrs O’Brien, Teacher of Humanities, Assistant MYP coordinator

MIDDLE YEARS 
IB PROGRAMME

Year 10 and 11 students enjoyed an action packed weekend at Downe Activity Centre  at the end of March.  They abseiled, trekked 
and climbed their way through two days of glorious sunshine. In the words of one Year 11 “It’s the best trip I’ve ever been on.” 

Year 7 nature project

There have been so many good times and great achievements this year that it is hard to pick just a few. Students have 
enjoyed fantastic trips including the Year 10/11 adventure weekend at Downe Activity Centre; there have been visits to 
Dunorlan and Pembury, as part of the Middle Years International Baccalaureate Programme.  Current Year 11 geography 
students enjoyed a field trip to Seven Sisters Country Park in Sussex.

We have hosted some exciting business challenges; the Bradford Business Game and the Smoothie Challenge gave students a 
chance to develop their life skills and we have scratched brains in the Gifted and Talented Puzzle Day. 

Excellent geography and history examination results this summer are representative of the hard work by teachers and 
students and we look forward to moving into the new facilities where we can extend our outdoor learning provision.

Mrs Daniells, Head of Humanities Faculty 



Creative Design
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Artwork: Holly CheesemanArtwork: Rabina Pun

Art

It has been a busy year in the Creative Design Faculty. Our 
students have produced some stunning work across all the 
disciplines in class and in art club, as the images on these 
pages illustrate.

Our students have been involved in activities outside the 
classroom too. Food Technology students have prepared 
and served meals at the Pensioners’ Christmas Party, 
Prize Giving and the Primary Head Teacher Annual Lunch.  
Graphics students have worked on real creative briefs and 
some of our best art students worked on a project with a 
professional artist and the Tunbridge Wells Museum and 
Art Gallery; their final piece of art was displayed in the 
gallery during May. 

The whole Faculty is looking forward to moving into the 
new building where we will have superb facilities with 
art rooms, which have the most stunning views across 
Tunbridge Wells. 

Mr Hardman, Head of Creative Design Faculty 

The abstract tree like sculpture created by students and a local artist 
for the Tunbridge Wells Museum and Art Gallery project represents the 
growth of knowledge.

Artwork: Year 8 art room display 



GCSE
Food
Technology

Design and Technology students have worked hard, 
achieving great things over the last twelve months.

At the beginning of the year there was a design 
competition for students to produce brand ideas for the 
catering facilities in the new building.  In April, the in-
house designer from Accent Catering came to show the 
winners how their designs have been developed and how 
they might be used in the new Academy.

Students have also designed logos for the newly formed 
Academy PTFA, Teaching School Alliance West Kent and 
East Sussex and “The Digital Academy” campaign.  These 
designs are all being used for every day communication.  
This opportunity to work from a “commercial” brief, 
design a logo from thought to finish and see it being used 
in the real world is a brilliant experience. 

Students and teachers worked together to create the 
flashing number 3 (left) to celebrate the Academy’s third 
birthday in July - a special thanks to Adam Bannister for 
all his hard work on this.  There has also been some great 
collaboration with young students, as we have made key 
rings and yo-yos with hundreds of primary schools in 
Academy Learning Days and Open Evenings. 

Mr Blake, Teacher of Design Technology

Artwork: Kourosh Kamiab

Artwork: Bahar Kaplan

PARENTS’, TEACHERS’ AND FRIENDS’ ASSOCIATION 

Artwork: Katie Woodroofe
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Olympics and 
Paralympics 
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The Academy truly embraced the Olympic spirit with activities in and outside the classroom throughout the whole of 2012. 
In April we were joined by two Paralympic Judo athletes, partially sighted brothers Dan and Marc Powell. In a memorable 
assembly they explained the dedication and focus it takes to be a world class competitor; then they flung each other around 
in an explosive and exciting judo demonstration.   We are glad to say they did not injure themselves before the competition: 
Dan came seventh in his class and Marc finished ninth.

In June the Academy hosted a Primary Sport Tournament for 200 Year 4 and 5 students on the brand new all weather pitch.  In 
a wonderful build up to the games, Academy sports leaders and mentors coached students through sprinting, throwing and 
jumping activities on a glorious summer afternoon.  

In September the whole Academy enjoyed the big event itself. All 500 students and staff had the trip of a lifetime to 
the Paralympics.  We cheered Team GB in the wheelchair rugby and cerebral palsy football and soaked up the fantastic 
atmosphere. We saw sporting excellence, resilience and courage with thousands of other passionate fans. It was an extremely 
inspirational start to the new academic year.   

Vice Principal, Matt Tompkins

Artwork: Lily Morley

Paralympic brothers Dan and Marc Powell join the Academy for an inspirational afternoon of sport.

“We went to our seats and it was unbelievably steep 
and high but we had one of the best views of the pitch. 
We saw all of the players training and getting ready for 
the game. A few more minutes after that, we had to get 
up to sing the British national anthem and stand for the 
Brazilian one. When the game started and it was a few 
minutes in, Team GB scored a massive goal which brought 
everyone to jump up and cheer the team on. 
During the match, I had to get ready to stand up and join 
in with the Mexican wave as it travels around the whole 
stadium. It was one of the best things I have ever done.”

The winners of the Pride Awards received tickets to see an 
Olympic football match - GB V Brazil at Wembley.  One of 
the winners, Year 8 Ben Powell, filed a report. This excerpt 
captures the excitement of the day.

“The Paralympics were mind-blowing and unforgettable!...” 
Sam Phippin,  Year 7
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“The sun was shining, we were smiling and teachers 
laughed” ...  Isobel Hall, Year 7

“What I have learnt from watching the athletes is that even 
though something has happened in their lives they just keep 

on going and never look back.”  Paige Alliston, Year 7 



Prize Winners 2012
YEAR 7
Charles Cocking  Achievement in Maths
Daisy Cooper  Achievement in Art/ Achievement in Performing Arts
Finley Crowhurst  Achievement in English
Ellen Dunn  Achievement in Food Technology
Lily-Marlene Flockhart Readiness for Learning in Food Technology
Callum Humphrey  Achievement in Integrated Humanities / Achievement in MFL
Taron Hamilton-Moore Readiness for Learning  in MFL
Daniella Jeffery  Readiness for Learning in Performing Arts
Lucy Jenkins  Readiness for Learning in PE
Lily Morley  Readiness for Learning in Science
Louis Pennygar  Achievement in PE
Ben Powell  Readiness for Learning in Art
Sam Puddick  Achievement in Science/ Achievement in DT/ R4L in Maths
Karis Ruckley  Readiness for Learning in English
Chloe Slade  Readiness for Learning in Integrated Humanities
Zijun Zhen  Readiness for Learning in DT

YEAR 8
Adrians Alenciks  Achievement in DT/ Readiness for Learning in Maths and Art
Sam Buxton  Readiness for Learning in MFL
Charlie Duffield  Readiness for Learning in Integrated Humanities
Iman Mehdi  Achievement in Food Technology/ Achievement in
   Integrated Humanities/ Readiness for Learning in PE
Freddie Morgan  Readiness for Learning in DT
Ella Morley  Achievement in English/ Achievement in Science/ 
   Achievement in Art
Jack Roberts  Readiness for Learning in Science/ Readiness for Learning in  
   Performing Arts
Connor Squair  Achievement in Maths/ Achievement in MFL/
   Readiness For Learning in Food Technology
Hamish Vanns  Achievement in Performing Arts
Fruzanne Weller  Achievement in PE

YEAR 9
Kerry Atherall  Readiness for Learning in Performing Arts
Jack Attwater  Readiness for Learning in MFL
Macauley Cooper  Readiness for Learning in Art/Readiness for Learning  in ICT
India Davis  Achievement in English/ Achievement in MFL
Francesca Drewett  Achievement in History
Katie Gough  Readiness for Learning in Maths
Lliam Grant  Achievement in Geography/ Achievement in PE
Jamie Hobden  Achievement in DT/ Readiness for Learning in Geography
Ben Hunter  Readiness for Learning in History
Ashlee Malyon  Readiness for Learning in PE
Ellie Maynard  Achievement in Food Technology
Michael Rozen  Readiness for Learning in English
Danielle Walden  Readiness for Learning in RE
Chloe Walkinton  Achievement in Performing Arts/ Achievement in RE
Connor Watson  Readiness for Learning in DT
Rhys Watts  Achievement in ICT
Pauline Westhuizen  Achievement in Maths/ Achievement in Science/ 
   Achievement in Art
Summer Woodcraft  Readiness for Learning in Science/ Readiness for Learning
   in Food Technology

YEAR 10
Liam Ashdown  Readiness for Learning in Graphic Products
Ryan Beeney  Achievement in Sport/ Readiness for Learning in RE
Charlie Brooker  Achievement in MFL
Ellie Brooker  Achievement in Graphic Products/ Achievement in Geography
Amelia Everett  Achievement in History
Holly Freeman  Readiness for Learning in PE
Jessie Gifford  Achievement in Art
Charlie Goldsmith  Achievement in Resistant Materials
Emma Greagsby  Readiness for Learning in Resistant Materials
Oliver Johnson  Readiness for Learning in Sport

Sound Environments Award for 
ideas to improve the outside 
spaces at The Academy

KS3 ART
Winner:   Lily Morley
Runner Up:  Khojiakbar Khamrakulov
Commended: Callum Davis

KS4 ART
Winner Art:  Charlie Goldsmith
Runner Up: Sabina Rahman
Commended: Jessie Gifford
  Kara Bellingham

Winner Graphics: Marcus Rose
Runner Up: Harriet Smith-Fellows

House Awards

Skinners’ Junior House Cup
N5

Skinners’ Senior House Cup
Brunel

House Sports Cup 
Darwin
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Kourosh Kamiab  Achievement in PE
Bahar Kaplan  Readiness for Learning in Science
Patryk Malaj  Achievement in Performing Arts/ Readiness for Learning  in  
   Geography
Holly Martin  Readiness for Learning in Maths
Tyrone Pelitro  Readiness for Learning in Art
Pratibha Pun  Readiness for Learning in MFL
Sabina Rahman  Achievement in Maths/ Achievement in Science
Georgia Rayner  Readiness for Learning in Performing Arts
Keri Robins  Achievement in IT/ Readiness for Learning in Food Technology
Megan Simpson-Howells Achievement in Food Technology
Elisha Stoneman  Achievement in English
Chantelle Streeter  Readiness for Learning in English
Patrycja Tworkowska Achievement in RE/ Readiness for Learning  in History/ 
   Readiness for Learning in IT

YEAR 11
James Dobbs  Achievement in Geography
Joshua Flower-Williams Achievement in PE
Oliver Fordham  Readiness for Learning in Performing Arts
Amy Francis  Achievement in Sport
Chloe Frew  Achievement in Food Technology
Fawn Funnell  Achievement in Performing Arts
Abigail Harmsworth Readiness for Learning in English/ Readiness for Learning in IT
Kimberley Harris  Readiness for Learning in PE
Christopher Hemsley Readiness for Learning in Maths
Amy Hobden  Readiness for Learning in Child Development
Alice Kennaird  Readiness for Learning in Food Technology
Patricia Padoran  Achievement in MFL
Prashant Rana  Readiness for Learning in MFL
Tirtha Rana  Achievement in Maths/ Achievement in Science/ 
   Achievement in Food Technology
Sean Rozen  Achievement in English
Irina Shanina  Readiness for Learning in Science
Yasmeen Soudani  Achievement in History/ Achievement in IT
Ernesta Verbickaite  Achievement in Finance/ Readiness for Learning
   in Geography
Chanice Waghorn  Readiness for Learning in History
Holly Wright  Readiness for Learning in Finance/ Readiness for 
   Learning in Sport

Bethan Pierce  Charity Shield for outstanding efforts in fund raising
Charlie Brooker  Contribution to the Community of Tunbridge Wells 
Yasmeen Soudani  The ‘Face’ of Skinners’ Kent Academy
Danielle Izzard  The Friends Award for contribution to the Skinners’ Kent Academy Community 
Oliver Fordham  Alannah Stanley Friends’ Prize for personal growth and development
Shifaul Ahmed  Outstanding progress and effort in Skinners’ Kent Academy 
Holly Wright  Outstanding progress and effort in Skinners’ Kent Academy 
Chloe Frew  Performing Arts Cup
Fruzanne Weller  Springboard Marketing Cup for promoting the Academy in local primary schools this year
Jasmine Gower  ‘Strength in Adversity’ Award for achievements in difficult personal circumstances
Amy Francis  K College Vocational Award for achievement in BTEC studies
Andrew Howard   K College Vocational Award for achievement in BTEC studies 
Prashant Rana  SKA Extra Curricular Shield for helping in setting up and running the Year 7 Chess Club.
Tia Pickersgill  Accent Catering Award
Patricia Padoran  Blue Sky Cat Award – Science Student of the Year
Lliam Grant  DUX Award which recognises top performance of a Year 9 student and to raise aspirations by encouraging  
   students to consider applying for a place at a top University
Chloe Frew  Travel Award
Lucia Martinez-Green Schools ICT Business & Enterprise Trophy
Yasmeen Soudani  Recognition for her hard work and dedication in her role as Head Girl this year
Joshua Flower-Williams Recognition for his hard work and dedication in his role as Head Boy this year
Kennedy Blakeley  Contribution to Student Leadership
Abigail Harmsworth Contribution to Student Leadership 
Bethan Pierce  Contribution to Student Leadership
Tirtha Rana  Chairman’s Cup for outstanding academic achievement
Nicky Hopp’e  Vivomiles Award for collecting the most house points
Joshua Flower-Williams Sportsman of the Year 
Jessie Gifford  Sportswoman of the Year

CUPS, SHIELDS & AWARDS
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Enrichment & Events
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“....Before I went on stage I felt nervous and proud at 
the same time.” Charlotte Funnell, Year 8

The enrichment and extra-curricular programme has evolved this year to ensure all students have access to a wide range of 
opportunities.  Throughout the year there are more than 50 activities to choose from; they are inspired by three different 
themes: 

•	 ACTIVATE  Activities which involve physical activity like football, netball, hockey and rugby
•	 CREATE		Activities involving the imagination or original ideas like art, magazine, choir and sugar craft
•	 CHALLENGE  Activities which test students’ abilities like science, chess, book club and darts 

Our students have also been involved in many projects outside the Academy.  They have collaborated with other secondary 
schools including; our main sponsor The Skinners’ School, The Judd School, Tonbridge Grammar School, Tunbridge Wells 
Girls’ Grammar School and The Meadows School on a range of musical and academic projects.   They have worked with local 
organisations including: AXA PPP, Pepenbury, Tunbridge Wells Football Club and Tunbridge Wells Museum and Gallery and 
represented the Academy at important local events.  They have also been involved in projects  with national organisations 
like the London Chamber Orchestra (LCO).  Mr Bull, Assistant Vice Principal and Head of Junior House

June 2012/ LCO Project/ St Pancras 

November 2012/ Judd Project/ Sevenoaks 

November 2012/ Judd Project

March 2012/ LCO Project/ Cadogan Hall



What does it mean to be a solider? The dictionary definition 
states: it is a man or woman that serves in the armed forces. 

No matter when you served, whether it was during the two world 
wars, fighting for your country or in the present day in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, it was and still is your duty as a soldier to fight for 
and to protect the lives of innocent men, women and children. 

Every day while we are at school soldiers jeopardise their own 
lives to ensure the wellbeing of others.   As a solider it is hard to 
watch your friends die, as many did and still do. This is because 
there is a bond between each soldier, a strong bond that is very 
hard to find in everyday life. This is because you trust someone 
else with your life and they feel responsible for yours. 

When you wear a poppy, take a moment to think about what 
it means.  To me, the strong red colour represents the blood of 
millions of soldiers who sacrificed their lives to save others, so 
that we have the freedom to make a stand and have the right to 
speak out against those who cause harm to others.

Our lives are too busy and demanding and we rarely think of 
people who did not get a chance to see or hold their loved ones 
one last time, because they died to give us the hope of living in a 
peaceful world.   For that, we shall always remember them. 
James Jenner, Year 11

 Remembrance Service

Students created 20 order of service cards for guests 
attending our Remembrance Service at the Academy on 9th 
November. Each hand made card is an individual work of 
art and will be greatly treasured.

Year 11 student James Jenner is a Royal Marines cadet.   
He gives a personal account of the importance of 
remembering the fallen.  (right)

Students also represented the Academy at the Mayor’s 
Remembrance Service in Tunbridge Wells .

Having moved the previous year into our temporary home, a former DT workshop,  the Library has 
continued to be a popular and well used place within the Academy. It is an excellent source for 
information, a place for quiet reading during the many lessons that take place here and an often 
quite lively place during break and lunchtimes.

The ‘Shadow Masters’, a book club which meets weekly and follows the shortlists of major 
book awards, e.g. The Carnegie Medal and the West Kent Schools Themed Book Award, has 
had a fantastic year with many members not only enjoying the best of teenage fiction, but also 
exchanging their views during events with fellow students from other local schools . 

Library lending figures have shown an amazing increase of over 50% on the previous year, so 
reading is definitely on the up in the Academy!   Mrs Moeller, Librarian

Library
Book club members from the Academy, The Skinners’ School and Tunbridge Wells Girls’ Grammar met to 
debate  the shortlist of the most prestigious teenage fiction prize - the Carnegie Medal.  Students read all six 
books on the shortlist and chose “Between Shades of Gray” by Ruta Sepetys as their winner. The official winner 
was revealed on the day as “A Monster Calls” by Patrick Ness.   

There have been some 
wonderful musical events 
this year. 

Ten Year 7 students 
composed and performed an 
original piece of music as part 
of the Cultural Olympiad. The 
music was inspired by the 
train journey from St Pancras 
to the Olympic stadium and 
was created in collaboration 
with the London Chamber 
Orchestra and two other 
local secondary schools. 
Students performed the 
piece with professional 
musicians at Cadogan Hall in 
Chelsea, St Pancras Station 
and the Queen Elizabeth Hall 
on the Southbank.   

Academy students have 
also been involved in The 
Transitions Project. It is 
funded by KCC to encourage 
primary students to continue 
playing instruments at 
secondary school. Workshops 
were led by Ian Stephens, 
Head of Music at Judd, and 
resulted in a performance at 
Sevenoaks School in October.

page    20



Christmas Card Competition Winner - Archie Corbett, Year 7  

THE SKINNERS’ 
KENT ACADEMY
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