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Principal’s       
Reflections

Principal, Mrs Sian Carr

I am delighted to welcome you to the second 
Skinners’ Kent Academy review of the year.  On the 
one hand it is inconceivable that a year has passed, 
however, when I review what has been achieved I 
wonder how we managed to fit it all in to 12 months!  
The following pages are an illustration of the truly 
amazing and remarkable hard work and achievement 
of the whole Academy community.

2013 began with the final finishes to the new Academy 
building after four years of campaign, design, 
planning and construction.  Whilst The Skinners’ 
Kent Academy is so much more than a building, our 
efforts were amply rewarded by the provision of a 
breath-taking and unique home for learning.  After 
a seamless move, the community founded so well in 
our old surroundings was immediately re-established.

Our new environment has generated much local 
interest and how wonderful it was to share our 
excitement with prestigious guests in October, when 
HRH The Duke of Gloucester KG GCVO formally opened 
the building.  We were also thrilled to welcome over 
1500 prospective parents and their children to look 
around the building and meet students and staff at 
our open events in the summer and autumn terms.

The outstanding work of staff and students has been 
reflected in another year of excellent academic 
progress for GCSE results, with the outgoing cohort of 
year 11 students improving their predicted progress 

in 5 A* - C GCSEs including English and Maths by 16%.  
The appeal of academic rigour and a rich learning 
environment, now provided in a state of the art new 
building, has resulted in continued growth for the 
Academy.  A record-breaking number of year 7s joined 
in September and we have added a new Senior House 
– Franklin – to incorporate in-year growth and the new 
Sixth Form.

The last four years have embedded the International 
Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme into the heart 
of teaching at the Academy and this was recognised in 
November when we were the first state non-selective 
school in England to be awarded IB World School status.
This has been a year for the whole Academy community 
to celebrate, savour and enjoy.

Year 8s celebrate moving in to the new building in April 2013
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Head Student 
Student Manifesto

2013/14 Academy Head Students from left to right: Gabriella Amos, India Davis, Ben Hunter, Pauline Westhuizen

When it came to selecting a candidate for Head Student this year, we were overwhelmed by the quality of 
candidates. There were four students who were so outstanding,  it was impossible to select just two. So, we  
changed the format and appointed all four. Gabriella Amos, India Davis, Ben Hunter and Pauline Westhuizen 
have been in post for two terms now. They have ably represented the Academy at external events, including 
the Mayor’s Remembrance Parade and the Seven Springs Greenhouse Charity Appeal. They have also devised 
and presented their student manifesto for 2013/2014. Here Gabriella and India outline their areas of focus.  

Community and Charity
There are three different categories of community: SKA 
community, local community and global community. We 
have worked together in the past few months to create a 
friendly and supportive atmosphere for students of all year 
groups. Locally, we have represented the Academy at the 
Mayor’s Remembrance Parade and we were lucky enough to 
help host a fundraising event for Seven Springs Care Home. 
This involved prepping and serving food for 200 guests. The 
event was a great success and guests were really impressed 
with their delicious meal, made by our very own Accent 
Catering staff. In January 2014, Pauline and I are hoping to 
work together to support an international school based in a 
third world country. We are sure that, with the full support 
of the Academy, it will be very worthwhile and another 
achievement to be proud of.   Gabriella Amos, Head Student

Mentoring
I am responsible for the mentoring section of the student 
manifesto.  So far this year we have set up 1:1 mentoring  
groups for Newton House: students in Year 7 and 8 are 
mentored by senior students, who are trained by staff, to 
help younger students. We have been helping in maths and 
as part of the Themelia Project, we’ve been listening to 
younger students read aloud.  In 2014 we intend to focus 
our concentration more on Independent Learning.  In future, 
students who don’t complete Independent Learning tasks 
may be referred to the Student Court which may allocate 
them senior student support in the library. The Court, was 
established 2 years ago, by former Head Girl, Yasmeen 
Soudani, and resolves a number of student matters. Finally, 
thank you to Jacob Court, who has helped me with this brief.  
India Davis, Head Student
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Learning
Mentors

2012/13 Learning Mentor, Sam Clarke-Knowles, with Year 7 students 

The Learning Mentor Scheme is a unique programme 
devised by The Skinners’ Kent Academy Principal, 
Sian Carr. It was designed to add value to students, 
particularly Year 11s, who would benefit from 
aspirational and inspirational role models of a similar age.  

The scheme offers Year 13 students an exciting, practical, 
gap year, before university. Learning Mentors get classroom 
experience, take part in school trips and events, run extra-
curricular clubs and become Academy ambassadors.  Now, 
in its fifth year the scheme has evolved and there is formal 
training in partnership with Teach First.  

We are tracking the Learning Mentors through university 
and are pleased to note an interest in teaching as a career 
for some as a result of their very different, but very 
worthwhile Gap Year learning experience. 

“My transition from Skinners’ School Sixth Form student to SKA 
Learning Mentor was always going to be a fascinating one. Moving 
from the common room to the staff room at first seemed a daunting 
prospect:  how do you go from slightly errant school boy, to 
responsible staff member in just six weeks?  I soon realised that my 
apprehension was completely unwarranted. I was warmly welcomed 
by an energetic and ambitious English department and enrolled in 
the Learning Mentor Training Scheme.  

For a Learning Mentor, variety truly is the spice of life, as we work 
with students of all abilities.  Having recently left school ourselves, we 
understand challenges of school life better than most; this puts us in 
a unique position to help students in a manner the classroom teacher 
cannot.  Amongst the team of Mentors, our motives for returning 
to a school environment differ. I personally find sharing knowledge 
immensely satisfying, and I challenge anyone to find another gap 
year opportunity that is enjoyable, rewarding and results in a positive 
bank balance!

This coming year will in fact be my second as a Learning Mentor. In 
essence, I enjoyed the first year so much that it made me completely 
rethink the career and university course I had planned.  As such, not 
only has my time here been enjoyable, it has been genuinely life-
changing too.” 2012/14 Learning Mentor, Jack Dagnall

Learning Mentor, Jack Dagnall, reflects on his life-
changing time at The Skinners’ Kent Academy. 
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House 
Reports

Newton House Head of House: Mr Bull

Brunel House Head of House: Mrs Pomeroy

The year has seen Newton House grow into the 
biggest house in The Academy with 143 students 
joining us in Year 7. This brings us to a total of 274 
students in Newton House. The year started  for 
Year 7 students with a summer school involving 
16 students who took part in a week of activities 
including a trip to Harry Potter World at The Warner 
Bros Studios.  There have also been some fantastic 
achievements from the students of Newton House 
over the past year.  N4 won the overall Academy 
Attendance Cup for having the best attendance in 
the Academy for the year.  A number of individuals 
also collected prizes at Prize Giving in June.  

Franklin House Head of House: Mr O’Brien

Franklin House, the youngest House in the 
Academy, was established in September 2013 with 
Year 9 students only.   We are a select few at the 
moment, but we have already taken an active part 
in Academy life, most notably running the NSPCC 
Numbers Day. Our students devised a range of 
different events in order to raise money for this 
wonderful charity.

Franklin House is 
named after British 
scientist Rosalind 
Franklin.  

She established herself 
as a world expert 
in the structure of 
graphite and other 
carbon compounds 
and is credited with 
important discoveries 
in DNA.   However, her 
life and career were 
cut short by cancer 

in April of 1958, at the age of 37. She died with a 
reputation around the world for her contributions 
to knowledge about the structure of carbon 
compounds and of viruses. After her death, it was 
publically acknowledged that the structure of DNA 
would not have been discovered without her work. 
However, because the Nobel Prize is not awarded 
posthumously, Rosalind Franklin could not be 
cited for her essential role in the discovery of the 
physical basis of genetic heredity. As a scientist, 
Miss Franklin was distinguished by extreme clarity 
and perfection in everything she undertook. An 
excellent role model for our students.

Our House is now linked to the Communication 
Faculty and together we have a wing of the 
building that we can call home. We have a new 
team of House Tutors, so the new faces and the 
new location gave us all a fillip at the beginning of 
the new academic year.    Well done to all Brunel 
students - our attendance rate this year has been 
consistently strong.  We are also really proud of 
our team’s fundraising efforts. Our students have 
surpassed themselves by raising nearly £200 for 
the OAP Christmas lunch.

Darwin House Head of House: Mrs Daniells

As Head of the Humanities Faculty and Head of 
Darwin House, I am delighted that these two areas 
of the Academy are now physically linked in one 
part of the building. We share a wing of the new 
facilities and we are all thoroughly enjoying the 
new space.
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Sixth
Form

Enrichment
The Enrichment Programme was launched in 2012 
and has gone from strength to strength this year. 
The programme is based around three key areas 
of participation: Activate, Challenge, Create and 
this year there are plenty of clubs to choose from 
including: chess, orchestra, photography and 
graphics. 

Head of PE, Mr Flack outlines some of the most 
successful Activate activities. 

The Trampolining Club continues to thrive. Run by Mrs 
Nicholson, it regularly attracts 30 students, every Monday 
night. We hope to develop a squad to take to Kent Schools 
Trampolining competitions.  The Street Dance Club is a 
highlight of the enrichment timetable. Laura from Phoenix 
Dance Company is doing an inspirational job, delivering first 
class street dance to our students every Friday lunchtime.  
The Cricket Club is running every Tuesday, after hours, led 
by ex-International cricketer, Mark Dekker. It is a wonderful 
opportunity for our students to receive expert coaching, 
and really highlights the Academy’s ethos of community 
partnership.

Year 10 students in the new radio studio

Year 12 students in the growing SKA Sixth Form 

The Sixth Form has grown in size and scope in 
2013, offering students more subject choice, yet 
maintaining the supportive and friendly atmosphere.  
The IBCC framework allows students to specialise 
in, and focus on, a career-related pathway leading 
to higher education, further education or work.   
The courses provide theoretical underpinning and 
academic challenge and give students core skills and 
competencies required for life long learning. 

Ellie Brooker, 2012/13 SKA Head Girl,  joined the Sixth Form 
in September after celebrating a fantastic set of results: 13 
GCSEs including 3 As and 4 Bs.  She is now studying the 
International Baccalaureate Careers Certificate (IBCC) with 
a focus on art, business, IT and English. “I’m very organised 
and ambitious. There is no other course like this locally 
and I chose it because it gives me the most flexibility. I 
can leave here and go into the art world, or the business 
world - or even better a career that combines both.”
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Science

It has been a year of 
change in the Science 
Department this year 
with brand new facilities 
and many new members 
of staff. 

As the new Head of 
Science, Mr Whitehead, 
explains there have been 
some great achievements 
in 2013 and there is much 
to look forward to in 2014. 

We welcome Miss Jikelli from Canada, and Miss Strange from America to the Academy. They bring an international 
flavour to the department, at a time when we have become an IB World School for the Middle Years Programme. We also 
welcomed the new building this year, with seven brand new purpose built laboratories, including the Laboratory area in 
Newton House and three labs equipped for A Levels, and which we are looking forward to using as our Sixth Form grows 
in the coming years.

This September saw the introduction of a new in-house designed Key Stage 3 curriculum, which emphasises practical work 
and skills, as well as providing a challenging curriculum for all abilities of student. Feedback so far from the students has 
been very positive. 

At Key Stage 4 we offer courses for the full range of ability including  Cambridge National Double Award and for some 
students, the Triple Award, through which they can gain three separate results in GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

There is a keen sense of anticipation in the department as well, because the work on the Academy grounds is nearing 
completion: the outside spaces will become an invaluable resource for learning. Plans are already underway for an 
allotment for the students to grow fruit and vegetables, as well as an orchard and a dipping pond. The opportunities these 
will present to enhance the students’ learning in a practical and relevant way are really very exciting.

Mrs Owen with Year 11 students in one of the new bespoke Chemistry laboratories
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Humanities

Enhancement Enhancement Days give students a chance to explore new talents, 
as Mrs Daniells, who organises the programme, explains.

A series of Enhancement Days throughout the academic 
year give students and teachers a chance to work outside 
the normal timetable. It enables us to explore different ideas 
and extend our skills. It is also a wonderful opportunity to 
work with external organisations. 

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council Cabinet, along with Laurie 
Barton Wright (Centre Manager Royal Victoria Place) worked 
with Year 10 students on the Enhancement Day in October. 
The focus of the event was for TWBC to explain the work 
of the Council, and also to find out the opinions of young 
people in the borough, especially concerning services for 
young people. This would then help inform their future 
strategies, in particular their Youth Strategy. The start of 
the session began with a brief introduction and video from 
William Benson, Chief Executive, and then a challenge was 

Year 8 students make smoothies Year 9 students nurture egg babies

set to the students. They were asked to formulate ideas 
about improvements for the borough, and actual practical 
ways to help. Students worked on these and then presented 
them to the Cabinet, led by Leader of the Council, David 
Jukes, who questioned them closely on their ideas.

The best ideas (5 students), won a pair of tickets to Calverley 
Park Ice Skating. These were: Callum Davies, Daniel Speight, 
Ella Morley, Freddie Morgan and Connor Barker.  The day 
ended with a ‘Question Time’ session, where SKA students 
put the Cabinet and officers under the spotlight! There 
were a wide range of questions, and some very interesting 
answers about local issues.

Overall, a great opportunity for students and TWBC to work 
together, and hopefully the beginnings of a regular dialogue.  

It has been an exciting and very busy year in the Humanities 
Faculty, not least because we have reviewed our Key Stage 3 
provision. We are no longer teaching Integrated Humanities: 
we now  teach  Religious Education, History and Geography 
as three different subjects. This has been a great boost to 
the Faculty: it has allowed us to bridge the gap between 
students’ primary school provision and secondary learning. 
The curriculum extension also means we have more 
specialist teachers in the Academy who can teach students 
from Year 7, right through to GCSE.

As with all other Faculties and subjects, the new facilities 
have been a significant teaching asset. We have already 
begun using the new site for field work, which helps to 
improve students’ investigative skills, and we are really 
looking forward to capturing the data from the weather 
monitor stationed on the top of our building. 

Our field trips this year have been focused on the surrounding 
area as we seek to further develop the links between study 
and the local environment.   
   Mrs Daniells, Head of Humanities
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Enterprise

The Maths Department continues to make huge strides 
forward with its GCSE results. The number of A*-C students 
increased this year to 65%, an increase of 12% from the 
previous year.   80% of the students at Year 11 in 2013 met 
or exceeded their minimum expected grades. 

The teachers continue to deliver interesting, focused and 
knowledge based lessons that encompass and develop the 
attributes of all our Middle Years IB Programme learners.   
The Themelia Programme, designed by Academy teachers, 
is a literacy and numeracy based scheme of work that is 
completed by students during House Tutor time.  These 
challenging exercises are a brilliant way to keep these core 
skills at the forefront of learning. 

Record Maths 
Results

This year our Year 7 and 8 students completed the UK 
Maths Challenge. The UK Mathematics Trust (UKMT) is a 
registered charity whose aim is to advance the education 
of children and young people in Mathematics. The UKMT 
organizes national Mathematics competitions and other 
mathematical enrichment activities for 11-18 year old 
UK school pupils. In the Junior Challenge our students 
achieved some outstanding results. For the first time in the 
Academy’s history a number of students achieved Silver 
and Bronze standard. We expect further success from our 
students in both the Senior and Junior Challenges next 
year. 

UK Maths Challenge

65 %
Maths GCSE A*-C

Oliver Rees - Silver
Rosalind Carvell - Bronze
Ellie Cole - Bronze
Yasmina Tarki - Bronze
Jacob Wallis – Bronze

UK Maths Challenge Silver 
and Bronze standard: 

It has been a very busy 12 months in the Enterprise Faculty.  We had record Maths GCSE results in August 
2013 and our best performance in the UK Maths Challenge in the spring.  We are building on this success 
with a programme of Maths revision and extension during House Tutor time.  Head of Faculty, Mr O’Brien, 
reviews some of the year’s high points. 

This year’s Pathways 2 Independence project saw the 
Maths Department link with the Drama Department. 
The students were required to develop a piece of work 
based upon a maths topic that they had studied. We 
received a large amount of entries from both Year 7 and 
Year 8. These entries revealed the students’ knowledge 
and the pieces were original, inventive and innovative. 
The platforms used by the students included videos, 
Keynote presentations, Prezis, Snapguides and even 
YouTube clips. We would like to commend all of those 
who participated. The winners will be announced in the 
Christmas Celebration Assembly.

P2I
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The Chess Club continues to go from strength to strength 
at the Academy with an increased number of students 
taking part in our regular sessions held in the Da Vinci 
space in Newton House. Students from all year groups 
take part and it encourages competitive game play in a 
fun and friendly environment. Our members continue 
to hone their skills as well as enhancing their strategic 
planning skills. The Chess Club is always open to 
new members of all abilities.

Chess Club

The game is afoot and trading is brisk!

The IFS Student Investor Challenge is the UK's premier 
investment competition with over 100,000 students from 
2,500 schools taking part. There are a whole host of prizes 
available, including a trip to New York!

The competition involves teams investing £100,000 of 
virtual money in the stock market. Students will need to 

keep portfolios healthy by reading and forecasting 
market information, provided online, to identify shares 
and make judgments of when to buy and sell in order to 

make a profit.  It is an excellent way to build important 
life skills that will serve the students well beyond the 
classroom. 

The students competing include: Anthony Bryan, Callum 
Bladen, Jerome Dunnett, Lucy Baxter, Ellie Brooker, Amelia 
Everett, Charlotte Chappell.

IFS Student Investor Challenge
Year 13 students are beginning to put the final touches to 
their Internal Assessment project for their Information 
Technology in the Global Society IB Diploma course. 
Students have been working for some time now creating 
their websites and have developed some outstanding ideas. 
These projects include websites for Design and Technology 
and PE. 

Year 13 Websites
Chess Club in Newton House
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Communication

Anguish of combat, caught in the flare, 
Two thousand yards … the man, who no longer cares?
But it was not your fault it was mine;
I put your life on the line,

I will find strength in pain, 
No matter the loss, no matter the gain.

Make your sirens call and sing till sore,
I will repay the gun fire I shot, 
The deaths that I fought for.
Preparing to die, 
My marines in front and behind,

Three years later to the day, 
Five years linger, our hearts …thick clay,

But I will upturn the earth and barbed wires, 
Scarred by fierce unrelenting fires,
Spare me your judgment; spare me your screams, 
Recently mine have been tearing my seams,

Alone in the bitter winds and rains, you left me,
It’s getting dark, too dark to see,
Lend me your eyes and there I will be, 
Your soul you must keep unconditionally free,

One day a translucent sun will shine,
I will walk away from all the fears and faults that were once mine, Ella Morley, Year 10

But I show no shame in my defeat, I need freedom now,
To live my life as it’s meant to be,

I will be happy and wholesome again, I will lie next to my love, 
Rid of my sorrows and blames,
My tears feel warm as they fall, 
Shrapnel wounds, rich red liqueur, 

As brothers we will stand, 
Each with our own homeland,

Look over your helmet and watch the hills burn, 
With the knowing none will return,
I’m on my knees as the water creeps to my chest, 
I am one to fall down, blind and helpless,

Lend me your hand and we’ll conquer them all, 
Lend me your heart and I will not let you fall,

A young man stands on the edge of his porch; 
He’ll collect his courage and take a first step to war,
A young man in Vietnam… lifeless… amongst the other five point four…
Million…

Looking over their shoulders… behind them at their lengthening 
shadows… trailing across the earth… 

None of them would have the strength to forget…

Students have many opportunities to express themselves throughout the year. Congratulations to Ella 
Morley on her stunning writing in the poem Eight Years. It has been selected by Forward Poetry and 
will be published in its anthology Poetry in Motion. Work for the publication is chosen on a range of 
criteria including: expression, originality, imagery and creativity.  We think this poem stands out in 
all categories. We hope you enjoy reading it.

The Communication Faculty has grown: not just 
in confidence, but in size too. In September we 
welcomed several new members of staff, including 
Miss McCracken, the new Deputy Head of Faculty and 
Miss Mason, our new, eagerly awaited music teacher.  

I would like to congratulate all the Year 11s on their 
fantastic English GCSE results and a special mention 
goes to last year’s Year 10s who took English early and  
did brilliantly: all of them achieved A*-C. 

As, with the Enterprise Faculty, we have been delivering 
the Themelia Literacy Programme during House Tutor 
time. Watch out, you might find yourself being tested 
by your children on some of the grammar at home!   
Miss Ahmed, Head of Communication Faculty

Year 9 on a trip to the Globe Theatre
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“The most magical part of the trip to the Globe Theatre was being able to 
stand on the stage, where esteemed actors had once stood, to say a line from 
Macbeth and to imagine the seats being crammed with people… It was truly 
unbelievable! “ Sarah Rose Kenworthy-Bamford, Year 10 

MUSIC MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

The new drama studio has state of the 
art lighting and a back projection screen 
for scene setting. It has given students 
an opportunity to learn in a creative 
and professional environment. 

The music department is really flourishing with the arrival 
a specialist music teacher. Lessons are diverse and exciting: 
this term students are learning about film music and they 
have been composing their own dramatic scores. 

The extra-curricular provision has evolved. We now have a 
Junior and a Senior Choir and we are delighted to welcome 
Skinners’ Sixth Formers, who help to run the Orchestra Club 
on a Tuesday lunchtime. 

Our association with the London Chamber Orchestra 
continues to be strong. In April 2013, 10 of our students 
performed at Cadogan Hall in Chelsea and our new 
programme of workshops begins next month. We are 
particularly looking forward to 30 members of the London 
Chamber Orchestra performing in our drama studio in 
January 2014. 

As the Academy grows in size, so do the opportunities 
for learning.  Mr Richter, Head of Modern Foreign 
Languages reflects back.

This year has been another busy one for MFL as we begin to 
establish ourselves within the Academy. The highlight of last 
year was the Year 7 Christmas Trip to Cologne, something 
we are hoping to repeat with the current Year 7 group next 
year.

I am delighted that Year 7s have the opportunity to study 
two different languages from an offer of German, French 
and Spanish.  Revision classes for Key Stage 4 groups are 
well underway and so we are hopeful that all of their efforts 
will be rewarded with a pleasing set of results in the summer 
of 2014.
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Side by side ... Skinners’ Kent Academy and Skinners’  School students 
take part in the Carnegie book debate at the Academy  in July 2013

Library
Over the summer holidays our rising Year 7s were asked to 
‘Get Caught Reading’, a competition which returned some 
marvellous and original photographs of students (and 
dogs!) in rather precarious and unusual situations in which 
they found themselves reading. 

8 students were pleased to receive a prize for their winning 
entries, which ranged from reading to feeding chickens to 
snowboarding with one eye on a book, one student taking 
the overall winning spot for reading at altitude against a 
spectacular background. 

Get Caught Reading ...

Author, Dave Shelton, visits SKA

Carnegie Book Debate In November we invited one of the Carnegie Medal short-
listed authors, Dave Shelton, to visit the Academy and to 
speak to Year 8s about how he came to write his award 
winning book ‘A Boy and A Bear in A Boat’.  

As Dave Shelton is also an illustrator 
and comic strip artist, he spent the 
afternoon with a select number of Year 
8 students, themselves winners of a 
P2I competition, developing ‘dynamic 
duos’ as comic strip characters, which 
resulted in some imaginative and very 
well drawn characters.

During lunchtime the Library was buzzing with students 
who took the opportunity to purchase one of Mr Shelton’s 
books and have it not only signed by him, but also adorned 
with a drawing of one of his cute characters from the book.
Over 40 books were sold and we hope they are now being 
enjoyed by our students.

We may be in a 21st century building, but as Librarian, 
Barbara Moeller, explains, literacy is still very much at 
the heart of the Academy.  Our beautiful new Library 
is in the centre of the building and it is a daily reminder 
of the power of words. We’ve had a wonderfully 
busy year including competitions, visits and good old 
fashioned reading. Here are some of the highlights.

90 young people from the 
Academy, The Skinners’ 
School, Tunbridge Wells 
Boys’ Grammar and 
Tunbridge Wells Girls’ 
Grammar, met in July 2013 
to discuss the Carnegie 
Prize for teen fiction short-
list of books. They debated, 
reviewed, presented and 
ate an UNBELIEVABLE 
amount of cake! 
 
Mollie Mercer won a prize 
for best alternative book 
cover, (right) but ALL our 
students did very well and were a credit to us.
 

Winning entry in Get Caught Reading 
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Sport
My first two terms as Head of Physical Education at Skinners’ Kent Academy have confirmed that I chose the 
perfect school to join. I have been inspired by the young people at our Academy, who have seemingly limitless 
energy and enthusiasm for sport and physical activity.  The PE curriculum has been rich and vibrant this year, 
with students experiencing new activities like handball and American football. But a particular highlight for 
me this year has been the quality of gymnastics. Students have worked in pairs to create amazing routines 
and sequences, some of which are being showcased for the Principal in the last week of term, as a celebration 
of their efforts.  In my first 12 weeks at SKA, I feel staff and students have achieved so much. But we are very 
ambitious and we will continue to grow, in partnership with our community! Watch this space, 2014 is going 
to be a big year for PE at Skinners’ Kent Academy.  Mr Flack, Head of Physical Education.

The Year 7 football team has made an instant impact 
on the local league, pushing their opponents to their 
limits in hard fought, highly competitive matches. Their 
hard work has put The Skinners’ Kent Academy back on 
the map as a competitive football school.

Football

Netball continues to thrive; the Junior and Senior 
teams are continuing to compete at a high level in the 
local leagues. The girls have also shown themselves to 
be exemplary sports leaders when helping to run the 
local Primary Netball League, held at Skinners’ Kent 
Academy, for the local primary schools. Mrs Nicholson 
deserves a special mention for her time and effort in 
running these inspirational events.

Netball

Two of our Year 9 students are now representing the Academy as our Young Sports Ambassadors. Lily Morley 
and Jack Anderson attended a training day and are now working on a set of tasks including developing a Sports 
Ambassadors’ notice board, promoting new activities and helping to run enrichment clubs. 

Sports Ambassadors

Our first hockey fixture took place this term, run by 
Mr Shaw. We competed against Beechwood, giving 
them an excellent match. Rugby has also taken a step 
forward, Mr Lovesey now runs the Rugby Club every 
Monday, with a view to starting fixtures early in 2014. 
It is a sign of the Academy’s progress that hockey and 
rugby are growing in popularity and we are able to 
compete locally.

Hockey and Rugby

Aiming high. Year 8 netball at SKA is going from strength to strength
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Creative Design
It has been quite a year in the Creative Design Faculty.  We are extremely lucky to be in our fantastic new 
facilities, not least because the Art Department has the best rooms in the house: bright, spacious classrooms 
and a curved balcony with wonderful views of Tunbridge Wells.  We have a great teaching team and the 
students’ work has really developed over the last year with some stunning examples of creativity and 
originality, as in the piece below. I am delighted that our Sixth Form students are now able to study Art as 
part of the IBCC and we are all looking forward to the lighter, warmer months so we can avail ourselves of the 
outside learning spaces.  Head of Faculty, Mr Hardman

GCSE artwork: Tyrone Pelitro
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“The new facilities bring out the cake-osity in me.” Kay Hall, Year 9

“It was a real pleasure to work with teenage students; being able to switch 
on one or two people and open their eyes to a possible career choice is what 
it’s all about.”   Graham Garrett, Michelin star chef

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY
The DT Department includes Resistant Materials (RM), Food Technology and, newly established, Textiles.  Mr 
Blake, became Head of the Design Technology Department in September 2013; he looks back on a successful 
year and outlines his big plans for the future....
Firstly, I too would like to say a few words on the joys of 
working in the new building. The space, light and more 
advanced machinery have really helped us to deliver more 
exciting lessons. It is a particular asset to have the two Food 
Technology classrooms situated either side of the Academy 
kitchens, where lunch is prepared and cooked every day.   

We have been able to extend our extra-curricular provision 
with some great new clubs and one-off enrichment 
projects.  The Inventors Club is running successfully 
and RM students also took part in a workshop, run by 
Tunbridge Wells Borough Council, on how to improve the 
town for young people.  Two of our students created a 3-D 
model of an interactive digital photo-booth.  The pyramid 
shaped structure was such a hit that it has been put into 
development with the Council and the Royal Tunbridge 
Wells Shopping Centre. 

In Food Technology we said goodbye to Mr Wilcox, who 
retired after 23 years of teaching at the Academy (and the 
previous school) and welcomed Mrs Draper.  Mr Wilcox was 
able to leave on a high as students achieved a stunning 86% 
A*-C in Food Technology.  Our students have cooked up 
some fantastic meals in the Master Chef Cookery Club and 
last years’ Year 9s worked with Michelin star chef, Graham 
Garrett (above) to create a three course meal for Kent 
Academy Head Teachers. 

There are big plans for next year including fund raising for 
a laser cutter and a 3-D printer. We are hoping to launch a 
Textiles and Smart Materials course in September 2014 and 
there are some exciting ideas around working with primary 
school children, from our key feeder schools, in the pipeline.

Watch this space!

Michelin star chef, Graham Garrett, and Year 9 students prepare lunch for Academy Head Teachers 
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Our Home

FAREWELL TO THE OLD...

After nearly two years of building, how excited we 
were to move into our £21.4 million new home in April 
of this year. The incredibly smooth transition proved no 
distraction to our everyday work and indeed inspired 
us to explore the facilities and opportunities available, 
as can be seen in the pages of this annual.

We are excited and privileged to learn in our stunning 
new modern classrooms, Lecture Theatre, breakout 
and outdoor learning spaces, to experiment in the 
seven fully equipped science labs and Design and 
Technology rooms, to perform in our radio station, 
music classrooms and drama studio and to compete in 
our sports hall, dance studio, multi-use games courts 
and all weather pitch. 

Our pioneering technology infrastructure, with iPads 
for every student, access to software from home and 
lessons retrievable online, includes Wi-fi throughout 
the building to support the teaching of core subjects in 
exciting and relevant ways.

As external works conclude, with the completion of 
the orchard, outdoor amphitheatre and landscaping, 
the entire site will offer a campus-like environment 
for academic excellence, technological innovation and 
community engagement.

The last of the old school buildings came down over the summer, making way for 
our extended car park, amphitheatre and landscaping.
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“It’s a beautiful new building.  The design really helps me to concentrate.” 
Jasmine Gower

A November sunset at the new front entrance on Sandown Park
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Prize Giving 2013

Benjamin Ebbage   Achievement in English
Izzy Hall    Achievement in Science/R4L in  
    Maths
Bruno Tarsey   Achievement in DT
Samuel Couchman   Achievement in Geography/R4L  
    MFL
Charlotte Milton   Achievement in History/R4L in  
    DT/R4L in PE
Zoe Decelis   Achievement in Drama
Magdalena Lapackova  Achievement in Art
Archie Corbett   Achievement in PE
Paige Attwater   R4L in English
Nicholas Hobden   R4L in Science
Cara-Louise Child   R4L RE
Chyna Styles   R4L in Food Tech
Finley Love   R4L in Art
Jade Francis   R4L in History
Benjamin Roberts   R4L Geography
Amber Powney   R4L Drama
Leo Parker   Achievement in English
Samuel Puddick   Achievement in Science/  
    Achievement in DT/Achievement  
    in MFL
Benjamin Powell   Achievement in Food Technology
Benjamin Rees   Achievement in Geography
Honor Bolton   Achievement in History
Chloe White   Achievement in Drama/  
    Achievement in RE/R4L in MFL
Lily Morley   Achievement in Art/R4L in PE
Miko Pelitro   Achievement in PE
Hoji Kharaucurov   R4L in Maths
Sarah Bridger   R4L in English/R4L in History
Daisy Cooper   R4L in Science
Daniella Jeffery   R4L in DT
Chelsea Salter   R4L RE
Aleksandyr Sashev   R4L in Art
Charleigh Wilkinson-Boyd  R4L Geography
Matthew Griffin   R4L Drama
Conor Squair   Achievement in Maths
Gabriela Chokova   Achievement in English
Daniel Speight   Achievement in Science
Daisy-Grace Fordham  Achievement in DT/R4L in RE
Fruzanne Weller   Achievement in Food Technology
Samuel Wheeler   Achievement in History/R4L in  
    Art
Hamish Vanns   Achievement in Drama
Chloe Gifford   Achievement in RE
Elise Takoree   Achievement in Art
Connor Barker   Achievement in PE
Selena Waghorn   R4L in English
Henrique Fonseca   R4L in PE

Callum Davis   R4L in DT
Jack Roberts   R4L in Drama
Iman Mehdi   R4L in Food Tech
Kelsie Ashbrook   R4L Geography
Katie Woodroofe   R4L in History
Keaton Smith   R4L in MFL
Hamish Vanns   Achievement in Drama
Chloe Gifford   Achievement in RE
Elise Takoree   Achievement in Art
Connor Barker   Achievement in PE
Selena Waghorn   R4L in English
Henrique Fonseca   R4L in PE
Callum Davis   R4L in DT
Iman Mehdi   R4L in Food Tech
Kelsie Ashbrook   R4L Geography
Katie Woodroofe   R4L in History
Keaton Smith   R4L in MFL
Pauline Westhuizen   Achievement in Maths/
    Achievement in FoodTech
India Davis   Achievement in English
Ifa Maitree   Achievement in Science/  
    Achievement in RE/Achievement  
    in Art
Rhys Watts   Achievement in DT/   
    Achievement in Geography
Benjamin Hunter   Achievement in History
Alexandra Haider   Achievement in Drama
Ria Sellings   Achievement in PE
Lily Greaves   Achievement in BTEC   
    sport
Gabriella Amos   Achievement in MFL/
    R4L in History
Luke Walden   R4L in Maths
Mathukom Guest   R4L in English
Danielle Walden   R4L in Science
Macauley Cooper   R4L in PE/R4L in Art
Georgia Lloyd   R4L in BTEC Sport/RFL in MFL
Christopher Hamilton-Moore  R4L in DT
Megan Davis   R4L in Food Tech
Michael Rozen   R4L Geography
Summer Woodcraft   R4L in RE
Lliam Grant   R4L in Drama
Makeila Saka   Achievement in English
Elisha Stoneman   Achievement in DT
Jessie Gifford   Achievement in Geography
Deividas Butkis   Achievement in Drama
Keri Robins   R4L in English/R4L in PE
Nicky Hoppe   R4L in BTEC Sport
Jasmine Ramsden   R4L in MFL
Liam Ashdown   R4L Geography
Amy Hobden   R4L in IBCC

Prize Winner Prize Prize Winner Prize

Staff and students enjoyed a successful Prize Giving Ceremony in the new building on a sunny afternoon in 
June.  The ceremony was led by members of Skinners’ Court and attended by hundreds of students, their 
families, friends and governors.  We would like to congratulate the 90 plus students who received awards for 
achievement and progress in the full range of academic subjects as well as prizes for charity, community and 
other examples of outstanding work and personal development.
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“I was really surprised to receive this award. As well as working hard, I have 
really enjoyed myself this year; my highlight was demonstrating my skills to 
the examiner in GCSE PE.”   Megan Simpson-Howell, Skinners’ Kent Academy 
Sportswoman of the Year

Anthony Bryan  Sportsman of the year
Megan Simpson Howells Sportswoman of the year/ Achievement in  
   PE
Holly Martin  Performing Arts Cup
Ella Morley  Vivomiles Award for collecting the most  
   house points/ Achievement in Geography/  
   R4L in Science
Samuel Phippen  Sound Environments Award for ideas to  
   improve the entrance to House/Faculty  
   areas(Junior Award)
Chloe Walkinton  Sound Environments Award for ideas to  
   improve the entrance to House/Faculty  
   areas(Senior Award)
Patrycja Tworkowska Outstanding progress and effort in   
   Skinners’ Kent Academy(girl)/ Achievement  
   in Food Tech/Achievement in RE/  
   Achievement in MFL
Tyrone Pelitro  Outstanding progress and effort in   
   Skinners’ Kent Academy(boy)/R4L in RE
Ellie Brooker  The Friends Award: contribution to the   
   Skinners’ Kent Academy  community 
Joshua Boakes  The ‘Face’ of Skinners’ Kent Academy/  
   Achievement in MFL
Geminii Parker  Dux award which recognises top   
   performance of a Year 9 student/R4L in  
   Maths
Abigail Harmsworth Schools ICT business and enterprise   
   trophy/Achievement in IBCC
Sabina Rahman  Blue Sky CAT award- Science student of the  
   year/Achievement in Maths/Achievement  
   in Science
Oliver Rees  Maths Challenge Award –Silver/  
   Achievement in Maths
Ellie Cole    Maths Challenge Awards- Bronze/  
   Achievement in Food Tech

Rosalind Carvell  Maths Challenge Award-Bronze/  
   Achievement in Maths/Achievement in  
   MFL
Yasmina Tarki   Maths challenge Award- Bronze
Miriam Megna  Charity Shield for her outstanding efforts  
   in fund raising 
Harry Clark  Friends’ Prize for personal growth and   
   development/R4L in Food Tech/   
   R4L in History/R4L  in Art
Benjamin Windrum
 and Akhbar Miah  ‘Strength in Adversity’ Award for their   
   achievements in difficult circumstances

James Jenner  Contribution to the Community of   
   Tunbridge Wells for his work with Army  
   cadets
Kay Hall   Springboard Marketing cup for promoting  
   the Academy/R4L in Food Tech
Charlie Goldsmith  Kent College Vocational Awards for   
   his achievements in BTEC    
   studies/Achievement in BTEC Sport/ R4L  
   in DT
Rhianne Crook   Kent College Vocational Awards for her   
   achievements in BTEC studies
Ellie Brooker  Recognition for her hardwork and   
   dedication in her role as Head Girl this   
   year
Kourosh Kamiab  Recognition for his work and commitment  
   in his role as Head Boy this year
Hannah Diamond   SKA Extra curricular shield/ Achievement  
   in RE
Georgia Rayner  Contribution to Student Leadership
Amelia Everett  Chairman’s Cup for outstanding academic  
   achievement/Achievement in History/R4L  
   in Maths/R4L in Science/R4L in Drama

Prize Winner Prize Prize Winner Prize
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News ...

The Skinners’ Kent Academy has 
become the first state non-selective 
school in England to become an 
authorised International Baccalaureate 
World School, for a five year Middle 
Years Programme.  Vice Principal, Mr 
Topliss, explains.

As an IB World School, the Skinners’ Kent 
Academy is part of a global community 
of schools committed to developing 
knowledgeable, caring young people who 
will make a positive contribution in and 
beyond the classroom.  Academy students 
are now part of a worldwide community of 
more than a million IB learners. The broad 
reach of the programme enhances students’ 
inter-cultural understanding and respect.

The MYP is the curriculum framework 
by which the Academy teaches national 
curriculum and GCSE subjects. It is an 
approach to learning that develops core 
skills including: critical thinking, reflection, 
balance and risk taking. 

Being an IB World School offers Academy 
students opportunities to further develop key 
life skills that are fundamental to academic 
success. Additionally, we pride ourselves on 
being at the forefront of education and we 
are very proud to be the first non-selective 
state school to be accredited to run this 
programme.

Vice Principal, Mr Topliss and IB student group

SKA ACHIEVES IB 
WORLD STATUS 

ACADEMY STUDENTS HELP 
SEVEN SPRINGS RAISE £30,000

TONBRIDGE SUMMER SCHOOL 
FOR YEAR 9S

Head Students and Community Development Manager, Mrs Marden, help to prepare a 
meal for 200 guests 

Head students and 10 members of staff hosted a charity event for our near 
neighbours at Seven Springs Care Home. Organised by Florence Rice, the 
parent of a resident in the Home, the event raised a staggering £30,000 for 
a new greenhouse. It was a wonderful evening of opera and the delicious 
three course meal was prepared by Academy chefs, Accent Catering.  
Resident Cait Gallivan said: “It was a delightful evening from start to finish. 
Fantastic music, champagne and wine. A big thank you to all the staff and 
students of The Skinners’ Kent Academy for making us feel so welcome.” 

As part of our partnership with the Kent Academies Network we joined 
forces with the Sutton Trust and Fitzwilliam 
College Cambridge in the summer, to pilot a 
new and innovative Universities Access 
Scheme to help academically able students 
from low and middle income backgrounds 
in local academies successfully apply to top 
ranking universities in the UK.  

Students from Year 9 were selected based 
on their academic potential and key social mobility criteria and are now 
six months into a four year programme of support and aspiration.  The 
Skinners’ Kent Academy student, Sam Small, who would like to study law 
at Oxford or Cambridge and secretly has an eye on Harvard, says: “I am 
getting fantastic access to adult life. It’s like an initiation process:  I have 
had to be responsible for myself, manoeuvre around different locations and 
meet many new people.”
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ROYAL 
OPENING

On Thursday, 10th October the Chair 
of Governors and Principal, Sian Carr, 
welcomed more than 70 guests into The 
Skinners’ Kent Academy for the official 
opening of our new building.  

We were delighted that HRH The Duke of 
Gloucester KG GCVO was able to formally 
open the building; during his opening 
speech His Royal Highness noted “I am 
delighted to be connected with this 
building by this plaque and I would like 
to wish the very best to those who come 
here… Anybody who comes to a school 
like this would immediately feel, ‘Here 
is a place where education is taken very 
seriously’.”

Guests enjoyed a buffet lunch, which 
was ably prepared, cooked and served by 
our GCSE Food Technology students and 
then listened to speeches from the Duke 
of Gloucester and Richard Sax, Chair 
of Governors.  A plaque was formally 
unveiled and will be installed in the main 
student reception, next to The Skinners’ 
Company crest.

Principal, Sian Carr said “Today was a 
great success, it was gratifying to see so 
many supporters at our official opening.  
The building looked magnificent and the 
staff and students showed it off to its full 
potential.  I am delighted that HRH The 
Duke of Gloucester was able to attend 
and share in our celebration.”

Students  and members of Skinners’ Court await the arrival of HRH the Duke of Gloucester

HRH the Duke of Gloucester visits an English lesson

HRH the Duke of Gloucester visits an English lesson

HRH the Duke of Gloucester and Chairman of Governors, Richard Sax, unveil the plaque
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Designed by Lily Morley, Year 9, 
Brunel House 

Christmas Card Competition Winner
Lily Morley, Year 9, Brunel House


