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Welcome

2015 has been an 
incredibly busy 
year
The pace at which we work at the Academy is 
demanding and we are always grateful for the 
way in which both staff and students rise to 
the challenge in pursuit of excellence.
As ever students, and enabling them to achieve their potential, 
is our core business. 

In late March we became a multi-academy trust - Skinners’ 
Kent Academy Trust - incorporating The Skinners’ Kent Academy 
and Skinners’ Kent Primary School. This was not an easy task 
to achieve, but one which we are sure will bring considerable 
advantage over the coming years as we will be able to lead and 
manage both schools in a more integrated and cost effective 
way. We are very grateful for the support given by the Skinners’ 
Company and SKA Governors to achieve this status.

Following the outcome of the General Election in May we now 
have clarity in regard to the educational agenda for the next five 
years. The Conservative manifesto holds firm to the continued 
reforms of the curriculum, assessment and qualifications for 
both primary and secondary phases of education. These changes 
are generational and significant. Much of our work in the next 
year and following years will be focussed on preparation and 
implementation of these changes to the benefit of the young 
people in our charge. Our Five Year Strategic Plan 2015-2020 
reflects this work in more detail.

Skinners’ Kent Primary School opened in September with 
a full Reception class in temporary accommodation on the 
Academy site, while the new school is being built. The temporary 
accommodation is working very well indeed and all who have 
visited comment on how settled the pupils are. This is testimony 
to the quality of leadership, teaching and support in place at SKPS. 
They will move into their permanent home in Knights Wood in 
September 2016.

We are always seeking to provide high level and a wide variety 
enrichment opportunities for our students. For example, this 
summer, generously supported by funds from the Skinners’ 
Company, Isabella Burton (Head Student) attended a Creative 
Writing course at Oxford University.

The co-curricular programme for students at the Academy 
continues to grow. Our first ever ski trip took place in February 
half term holiday to Austria. It was extremely successful. We 
are also proud that at our third attempt we not only won the 
local Mock Trial competition held at Sevenoaks Magistrates 
Court, beating friendly rivals Skinners’ School, Judd and 

TWGGS, but the team went through to the national finals held 
in Birmingham.

We are enormously proud of what our students and staff 
achieve every day. We never waver from making sure that the 
students of SKA and now SKPS are given the best opportunities 
from which they can learn and be successful. We are proud of 
our achievements this last year and have high ambitions for the 
coming year.

We started the academic year 2015/16 with great pride in what 
we achieved for our students in 2014/15, most particularly in the 
public examinations for Years 10-13. They were the best GCSE 
and IBCP examination results the Academy has achieved to date. 
Suffice to say the results are a testimony to the sheer hard work, 
determination and perseverance of staff and students. It was a 
team effort and a very real example of the strength and depth 
of our learning community. 

We work closely as a strong family community of staff, 
students and parents with a clear focus on making sure all the 
young people in our care enjoy their learning, are safe and are 
challenged to achieve the very best in all that they do. 

Sian Carr Matthew Tompkins
Executive Principal Principal
The Skinners Kent Academy The Skinners’ Kent Academy  
and Skinners’ Kent Primary  
School
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Science

Learning happens 
when people have 
to think hard
During work experience week in July 2015, 
25 students took part a Shell Company 
sponsored Nexplorers Project.
The aim of the project was 
to introduce young people to 
complex and creative thinking 
to bring about positive change 
within the Food, Water and 
Energy Nexus.

What on earth is a Nexus, we 
hear you cry? Well we didn’t 
know either, so we found out! 
Food, water and energy systems 
are connected in some obvious 
ways as well as less obvious. 
Water is a critical limiting factor 
for food production. It is also 
central to energy production - 
and not just for hydropower. 
The processing of fossil fuels 
for electricity generation is 
water intensive. Many rich, 
dry countries are solving their 
freshwater supply problems 
through desalinating sea water 
but that is very energy hungry 
for electricity... and the cycle 
continues. Without thinking 
about how these systems 
are connected, solutions to 
one particular issue, such as 
“We don’t have enough fresh 
water”, could cause significant 
issues in other areas. 

Nexus thinking is a hot topic 
within the industrial world 
and it was highly relevant 
that we endeavour to expose 
our young people to future-
focused learning to ensure 
that the future decisions they 
will make will involve a Nexus 
approach. With the support 
of Shell Company, we ran a 

five day workshop as part of 
a global wide initiative of four 
centres in the UK, Netherlands, 
Singapore and Indonesia. We 
supported the students with 
tools to discover the issues and 
frame the solutions and a local 
business case study to work on 
– Winterdale Cheese. 

The students took to it well, 
holding in-depth discussions on 
what makes a good team and 
taking part in team-building 
exercises, such as the Web of 
Life (photo on next page)

The key purpose of the 
workshop was to enable the 
students to develop systems 
thinking skills. It introduced them 
to a range of tools which have 
been designed to encourage 
them to approach a problem 
from the perspectives of the 
different people affected by it, 
and look at all the challenges 
involved in a systematic manner. 

The students examined 
a number of case studies 
before being unleashed on the 
‘Winterdale Cheese Project’ 
for  which they would be 
attempting to find solutions. 
The Fisher People of Bintan 
Case Study allowed them to see 
alternative viewpoints by taking 
part in role-play. They practised 
their new-found thinking skills 
on the Borneo Cats Case Study 
which explored the wider 
effects of using DDT to destroy 
the rat population on an island 

which triggered a series of 
events which paradoxically 
culminated in an increase in the 
rat population.

 The problems faced by the 
Winterdale Cheese Factory 
may not be in the same league 
as these, but it provided an 
ideal real-life example of the 
Food Water and Energy Nexus. 
Nexus tools are designed for 
solving the difficulties faced 
by any organisation, be it 
on a local, national or global 
scale. Winterdale is a small 
family-run farm who produce 
a high-quality, zero-carbon 
product. They wish to expand 
their  product ion without 
compromising either of these 
features.

We visited the farm and 
were shown through the 
manufacturing process. The 

proprietors Carla and Robin 
Betts answered all the many and 
varied questions asked by our 
students and explained which 
areas of their business they 
wished to improve. In brief the 
key challenges they face are:
• finding a low cost, carbon 

neutral way of keeping the 
temperature of the cave in 
which the maturation process 
takes place, at 10-12°C.

• minimising water wastage
• finding an efficient method 

of lifting the cheeses up from 
the cellar

• expanding the business 
whilst remaining within its 
niche, high end market and 
being constrained by the 
maximum capacity of the 
cellar as the owners do not 
want to compromise quality 
for volume.

Students learning all about the cheese-making process
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My Nexus experience 
Last year, as part of my work 
experience, I took part in an 
organisation co-ordinated 
by Shell to connect water 
to power and food. This 
all comes under the Nexus 
thinking project.

 It consisted of us being 
placed in various groups 
and we were then tasked 
with discussing various 
topics relating to certain 
humanitarian situations, for 
example fish farming in an 
LDC village, and the case 
study involving the food cycle 
which contained a fertiliser 
which was toxic to animals 
and such. In these we had 
to f igure out  what was 
happening and how it could 
be resolved.

The main task we were 
given involved Winterdale 

Cheese Factory in which 
we were taken around the 
industry at their home and 
taught the steps in which the 
cheeses were made. We had 
to find all wasted materials in 
the process and find shortcuts 
to make it more renewable – 
for example, finding a better 
use for the run-off water.

Overall this experience was 
very positive and personally 
I strived as a team leader 
and guided my group well, 
it pushed me to be more 
creative and made me strive 
harder to have a more in 
depth train of thought. 
In the end we provided a 
presentation to the company 
and explained our solutions 
and how they work via a 
PowerPoint presentation.
Remi Tatoolian

Our students really got their 
teeth into this project and 
took the bull (or cow!) by the 
horns. At the end of the week 
each group presented their 
findings to Carla and Robin 
Betts in front of an audience of 
Mrs Carr and other members 
of  SKA leadersh ip  team, 
Teresa Forbes representing 
the Shell Corporation and a 
representative of the Non-
Government Organisation 
involved in assisting the people 
of Bintan settle into their 
new lifestyle. Robin and Carla 
appeared very impressed and 
were extremely appreciative 
of the extent to which the 
students became involved with 
their business and the number 
of hours that they devoted 
to finding solutions for them. 
They left with a number of new 
options to consider and the 
knowledge that our students 
are prepared to help further 
if required. And the students 

didn’t just impress the owners, 
Mrs Carr wrote: “I was most 
impressed with the maturity of 
the thinking of our students in 
their response to the problem 
to be solved. They had worked 
at a deep and wide ranging level 
to provide solutions which were 
clearly of benefit and usable to 
the company concerned. Their 
presentations were superb.”

Steps on how we take this 
project to the next level are 
in development but SKA’s 
involvement in the early stages 
of this programme mean we 
will be at the forefront of 
becoming ambassadors to 
encourage other schools to 
participate in this very forward 
thinking initiative.

We would like to thank Tom 
and Carla Betts of Winterdale 
Cheese for giving up their 
time to enable our students to 
access and all who supported 
at The Shell Company.
Mrs Owen and Mrs Durrant

Group problem-solving with the ‘Web of Life’
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Art

GCSE art examination 
results
This year saw the department achieve their 
best ever GCSE results with 76% of art students 
gaining an A*-C grade.

This was testament to their hard work, 
creativity and persistence. This cohort never 
knew when to give up and the quality of work 
they produced, for both their coursework 
and final exam pieces, was testament to their 
abilities and work ethic.

Year 10 students 
‘decorate’ the walls of 
the Academy
A select group of Year 10 artists spent the 
second Curriculum Enhancement Day on a 
special project to produce designs based on 
each of the ten International Baccalaureate 
Learner Profiles.

Using the Academy colours, these creative 
and inspiring designs were then transferred on 
to large canvases that are now displayed on the 
two corridors connecting the Enterprise and 
Humanities Faculties.

St James’ Infant 
School Clay 
Masterclass
Following a collaboration with St James’ Infant 
School, a select group of Year 2 students were 
invited to attend a short series of Masterclasses 
in January and February that taught them the 
basic skills of clay work.

The techniques practised included Thumb 
Pots, Coil Pots and Slab Building. The workshops 
culminated in students creating some ‘grotesque’ 
Gargoyle designs. We were assured that none of 
these designs were based on their brothers or 
sisters! The classes were led by Mr Hardman who 
was ably assisted by Year 12 students Lucy Ellis 
and Jemima Attwood. All parties were invited 
back to St James’ School to take part in a whole 
school Celebration Assembly. The parents of the 
select group of students also attended the event, 
which was warmly appreciated by the visiting 
SKA ‘dignitaries’. 

St James’ Infant School Clay Masterclass

GCSE artwork

GCSE artwork

GCSE artwork

GCSE artwork GCSE artwork
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A Level art study visit
On a beautiful autumnal morning early in 
October, the A Level art students gathered on 
the platform of High Brooms Station in eager 
anticipation of their study visit to Tate Modern 
in London.

Mr Hardman and Mrs Griffiths kept a watching 
brief as the students gathered visual information 
for their Year 13 Personal Study and Year 12 
Portfolio.

There were some quizzical glances at the more 
abstract subjects that were on display at the 
gallery but more urgent drawing was completed 
in front of somewhat more traditional paintings 
of Picasso, Giacometti and Braque.

GCSE art study visit
At the end of Term 2, Year 10 GCSE art students 
paid a visit to the Victoria and Albert Museum 
to research the theme of their next unit of 
coursework – ‘Interiors’.

Students used their specially prepared 
sketchbooks to make studies of the vast range 
of furniture, jewellery, clothes, paintings and 
plaster casts that make up the displays in one 
of London’s most popular museums. Upon their 
return, students presented their information in 
the form of a ‘visual diary’ on a double-page 
spread of their main coursework sketchbooks.

Year 9 study visit
On a fine sunny morning at the end of July, the 
whole of Year 9 boarded a specially booked 
train at High Brooms Station to make the short 
journey to London’s Charing Cross and then the 
even shorter walk to The National Gallery in 
Trafalgar Square

After clearing the gallery’s meticulous security 
measures, the designated groups of students 
followed a bespoke guided journey around the 
gallery, making notes and drawings of specified 
art work to enhance their knowledge of the 
visual arts. They then ‘took the air’ as they 
transferred to nearby St James’ Park for a picnic 
lunch. A good time was had by all. Student Isobel 
Hall said: “I enjoy visiting art galleries. I have 
been to the National Gallery before as well as 
Tate Britain and Tate Modern. I especially like to 
see the world through the artists’ eyes.”

Year 13 artwork

Year 10 artwork

Year 7-9 artwork

Year 7-9 artwork

Year 7-9 artwork

Year 13 artwork

Year 9-11 artwork
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Visual Arts

Year 13 students 
prepare for their 
final exhibition
After a successful first year since the 
introduction of Visual Arts IB, our Year 13 
students are now preparing for their final 
exhibition which will be held at the Academy 
in March 2016.
Students will exhibit their final pieces that they have created 
over the duration of the course as well as curate its composition.

Students have all selected individual themes to follow and have 
looked at different art styles and artists from around the world. 
They have looked at branding and typography, creating business 
cards and typographic art pieces along the way. Marketing has 
also been explored with students creating promotional posters for 
film, exhibitions and even estate agents! This has run alongside 
traditional art methods including fine art, painting and print 
making with students working with specialist teachers for each 
discipline experienced.

Emily in Year 12 says: “Visual Arts has helped me to explore and 
learn new techniques. I can now focus on improving the different 
skills I have obtained such as graphics work, film photography 
and portrait painting. I have really enjoyed exploring the theme 
of Fear and using paint to create realistic expressions.”
Mr Blake, Head of Design & Technology, Deputy Head of Junior 
House 

“I like how you can involve different media 
and you are not just focused on one design 
discipline. I like that we have the freedom of 
choice and it is driven by ourselves.” Jasper, Year 13

Perceptual shift – a Banksy-inspired 3D installation art piece that transforms as 
the viewer changes their position in the room Typographic representation of a Japanese warrior, using ink on card

Year 13 student creating a model version of final exhibition work – 3D installation 
hanging as part of his final exhibition
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Design &  
Technology

Results ‘icing on the cake’ 
for our year in design
It has been another eventful year in Design & Technology. 
From table tennis bats to chocolate boxes, all number of 
innovative products have been created by our wonderful 
students.
Once again, our students put on a 
fantastic show of their hard work in 
their Design & Technology Private 
View. Staff, students, governors and 
parents attended the afternoon to 
admire all of the final pieces from the 
students’ Resistant Materials and Food 
Technology controlled assessments.

Storage units, phone docking stations 
and show stopping cakes adorned the 
Pen & Paper and it was a truly inspiring 
occasion for all. The real icing on the 
cake however came in August, with our 
spectacular results – 81% A*-C in Food 
Technology and 76% A*-C in Resistant 
Materials – well done to all students 
for their hard work and determination. 

Elsewhere, we hosted two hugely 
popular clubs – The Chocolate Academy

and The Great SKA Bake Off. Inspired 
by The Great British Bake Off, the SKA 
equivalent saw students from KS3 
competing with a range of technical 
challenges during themed weeks, 
showing off their impressive baking 
skills. The Chocolate Academy once 
again attracted large numbers of 
students, with over 30 attendees every 
Wednesday after the Academy day. 
Students created individual chocolate 
boxes filled with their own chocolate 
creations, just in time to give to a lucky 
person before Christmas.

During the summer holidays, we 
ran an activity in conjunction with the 
Trinity Theatre in Tunbridge Wells. Held 
at the Academy, students from SKA, 
TWGGS, Sevenoaks School and Skinners’ 
School created sets from scratch for 
productions of ‘Fame’ and ‘Aladdin’, as 
well as programming the lighting in the 
Trinity Theatre for the shows. Students 
got to use a wide range of tools and 
machinery and really developed their 
craft and design skills. 

Lastly, members of DT staff and 
selected students spent time decorating 
the remaining House walls, with 
Newton House getting its own creative, 
inspiring artwork. Mr Blake and Mr 
Bannister, along with Sidney Cornish, 
Sam Couchman and Bruno Tarsey (Year 
10) and Barnaby Brown (Year 9) collated 
a range of hand drawn images inspired 
by Newton and their favourite subjects 
and incorporating elements of the IB 
Learner Profile. The final piece looks 
breathtaking as you enter the Newton 
House area – definitely worth a look.
Mr Blake, Head of Design & Technology, 
Deputy Head of Junior House Resistant Materials Controlled Assessment

The Great SKA Bake Off showed off some amazing baking

Set design at Trinity Theatre

Tasty butterfly biscuits

Beautiful hand-crafted jewellery
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Library

More students than 
ever are enjoying 
spending time in 
our Library 
More students than ever have used the 
facilities and resources of the Academy 
Library, and reading for pleasure most 
certainly ranks highly for many of our 
students and staff.

We have an enthusiastic team 
of student librarians, from 
Years 8-11, who not only help 
out with daily tasks around the 
Library, but also inspire others 
with recommendations of the 
many books they have read 
themselves. Many events take 
place in and around the Library.
Here are a few from 2015. 

In March we celebrated 
World Book Day  with the 
theme of ‘Harry Potter –Passing 
the Magic On’. Our four Houses 
were turned into Hogwarts 
Houses for the day and many 
HP related activities went on in 
lessons as diverse as Food Tech 
or Maths.

Students also enjoyed being 
read to from a chapter of 
The Philosopher ’s Stone at 
the beginning of each lesson 

and everyone had heard a 
complete chapter by the 
end of the day. Many of the 
younger generation who will 
have known the films before 
the books have since been 
inspired to read the books and 
are thoroughly enjoying them.

At the end of March the 
annual West Kent Schools 
Themed Book Awards (now 
renamed South East Schools) 
were presented at Kent College, 
Pembury in the presence of 
nearly 300 students from a 
dozen local schools and authors 
Nicky Singer and Andy Briggs. 
Members of the Academy 
Book Club had read a shortlist 
of five books, linked by the 
theme ‘Against The Odds’, and 
had voted for their favourite 
title before celebrating an 

evening of books, authors and 
everything reading! As is fast 
becoming tradition, one of our 
own, Joao Fernandes, won the 
best costume competition as 
the evil Mad Hatter.

No sooner had we finished 
with the West Kent shortlist 
than the wonderful and most 
prestigious Carnegie Medal 
shortlist was upon us.

This time Book Club members 
only had 10 weeks to read eight 
shortlisted novels of the highest 
calibre to shadow the process 
and to prepare themselves for 
a balloon debate with students 
from all three local grammar 
schools.

On the day of the debate, 
which also sees the Carnegie 
Medal winner announced, 
students work in mixed groups 
to present a case for the book 
they would like to see as winner 
of the award. Team work 
and presentation skills were 
called upon and responded to 
brilliantly by all students.

The Rugby World Cup and 
Halloween were additional 
events which gave a opportunity 
to  showcase  books  on  a 
particular genre which might 
then catch someone’s eye. It is 
true to say the Academy library 
offers something for all ages 
and abilities.

Book Club members buried in their reading

SKA and Skinners’ School students learning together

View of the Library
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Humanities
 History, Geography and Religious Education

EcoTeam 
In September 2015, the Humanities Department, in partnership 
with Graham FM, established The Skinners’ Kent Academy’s 
first EcoTeam.

This enrichment activity aims to discover new ways in which 
our Academy building could be more eco-friendly. The EcoTeam, 
made up of students from all year groups, presented their aims 
at the First Celebrations Assembly of this academic year.

The first of their aims is to create a group mascot which will 
inspire others to recycle their waste. This was met by students 
with a very warm welcome and we anticipate to hear from them 
again very soon. 

Model Earth Competition 
This term Year Eight Geography students took part in a ‘Model 
Earth Competition’ in which they created an accurate model of 
the Earth’s core using a range of materials.

Students certainly became creative with this specification and 
we were judging entries made of pizza (George Dial N1) and cake 
(Tom Benstead N3). The overall winners were Ty Dalzell N3 and 
Tom Benstead N3 for their creative and detailed contributions. 
Head of Junior House, Mrs O’Gormley commented that the effort 
students put in “highlighted their sheer commitment to and 
enjoyment of Geography”. 

Fieldwork 
In a recent Year 11 trip to Hastings, students were given 
the opportunity to explore how our valuable coastlines are 
protected.

 While the weather was not on our side, students grasped this 
fantastic opportunity with both hands and were able to gather 
lots of evidence that they have been using in their Geography 
Controlled Assessment.

A particular highlight was, when the sun finally came out, 
students creating some wonderful field sketches of our distinctive 
British coastline. 

Enhancement Day 
Year 10 students were given an opportunity to prepare for 
their upcoming Religious Education GCSE exams during 
Enhancement Day.

Mr Willoughby, Head of Senior House and Religious Studies 
teacher engaged students in lively debates around the subjects 
of ‘life after death’ and ‘euthanasia’.

Having previously studied these important philosophical issues, 
students were able to use their detailed knowledge to hold 
mature discussions about these real and complex issues.
Miss Jones

The Earth’s core depicted in cake form

A model earth made of polystyrene We even had an entry made of pizza!

Fascinating insight into 
history at Knole House 
In the summer term, Skinners’ Kent Academy’s History 
students undertook an insightful project into Knole House.

This 15th Century English country house provided students 
with the ideal backdrop with which to study the Sackville 
family.

As a result of their studies, students created an impressively 
detailed presentation that showed them to be historians in 
the making! 
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Enterprise
Maths, Computer Science and Business Studies

Records being 
broken yet again!
The year provided yet another improvement 
for our GCSE Mathematics results from the 
previous one. 75% of students achieved 
a grade A*-C in Mathematics which is a 
phenomenal achievement by our students.
It was the hard work and dedication of the students that made 
this result possible. Congratulations on this thoroughly deserved 
outcome.

UK Maths Challenge at SKA 
2014/15 
Last year brought unprecedented success for the UK Maths 
Challenge teams at the Skinners’ Kent Academy.

From December through to April a select group of students 
worked twice a week after school in preparation for their 
respective Maths Challenge competitions.

Intermediate Maths 
Challenge 2014/15 
The Year 9 and 10 students got their just rewards when 
the official results were released as they broke all previous 
Academy records in the competition.

Oliver Rees and Hoje Khamrakulov in Year 10 achieved two 
gold medals (the first in the Academy’s history), Rosalind 
Carvell in Year 9 achieved a silver medal while Max Trafford 
in Year 10 and Charlotte Milton in Year 9 achieved two 
bronze medals. Further to this, Hoje was the first student 
to represent the Academy in the European event of the 
competition. Well done to all who participated – it was an 
excellent team effort!

Junior Maths Challenge 
2014/15
Not to be outdone by the Intermediate Maths Challenge 
team, the Junior Maths Challenge team made up of 30 Year 
7 and 8 students, also went on to break previous records 
in terms of the most medals achieved in the competition.

 Andrew Taylor in Year 8 and Nathan Friend in Year 7 
achieved a Silver Medal each in the competition, while 13 
Bronze Medals were achieved in Year 7 and 8.

The winners in Year 7 were: Cerys Crook, Gracie Franklin, 
Gabrielle Harris, Matthew Mackell, Davina Peers and Luke 
Uden. The winners in Year 8 were: CJ Cornish, Ewan Jacob, 
Joe Knight, Evan van Kreij, Amy Puddick, Esme Ryan and 
Emily Thorbek.

Again this was a brilliant team effort by all the students who 
participated as they all worked together in their preparation 
for the competition. 

After School Maths Club
The after school club for the 2015/16 events will be 
commencing just after Christmas where the students 
involved will be notified. We look forward to seeing you 
all there. 
Mr Breen

Our Student Investor Team 
was in the top 200 last year
Last year, our Student Investor Team came in the top 200 
out of around 7,000 teams. While we may not have won 
anything, we did feel that being in the top 200 gave us a 
sense of pride and achievement.

We were on the Student Investor website every day to see 
how our investments were coming along, keeping track of 
any changes in the stock markets regularly. With the virtual 
£100,000, we managed to finish the competition with just 
over £110,000.  There is a new team to take on the challenge 
now, consisting of Lucy Ellis, Paige Clark, Danielle Walden and 
Jemima Attwood.
Harry Rainer

Solving mathematics problems with modelling clay



PAGE 13

Mathematics Enrichment Day was an 
exciting educational opportunity
On Monday 14 September 2015 a group of GCSE Mathematics students took part in the 
‘Taking Maths Further’ Mathematics Enrichment Day at the University of Kent in Canterbury.
This event, organised by 
the Further Mathematics 
Support Programme, proved 
to be an exciting educational 
opportunity for students.

It began with an introductory 
presentation by a representative 
of the Further Mathematics 
Support Programme which 
was extremely informative 
and provided plenty of reasons 
for students to continue their 
mathematical studies beyond 
GCSE level. 

The students then had the 
opportunity to take part in 
three hands-on mathematical 
workshops which included 

‘Magic  Maths’  presented 
by Derek Couzens, ‘Bridge 
Building’ from Amber Cottee 
a n d  ‘ To p o l o g y  ( E u l e r ’s 
Theorem)’  introduced by 

some of the University of Kent 
undergraduate students.

The day concluded with a 
thought-provoking juggling 
demonstration by Colin Wright 
who showed a selection of 
the patterns and skil ls of 
juggling while at the same time 
developing a simple method 
of describing and annotating a 
class of juggling patterns.

This is a skill which can be 
transferred to mathematics 
as identifying and describing 
patterns is an essential part of 
understanding the subject.

W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e 
organisers run the event every 
year and the Mathematics 
Team hope to make it a regular 
item in the Academy calendar.
Mr Lonergan

“I found the maths trip both engaging and 
beneficial. According to the presentations 
we were shown, careers in mathematics 
and computer technology are some of the 
highest in demand right now. The teachers 
and professors were extremely convivial and 
welcoming which meant that we didn’t feel at 
all intimidated by them.”
Student at the Mathematics Enrichment Day

Student trip report
I was invited with a few of my classmates to a mathematics 
workshop at the University of Kent. As I am rather interested 
in mathematics already, I had no idea how much it would 
change my view on mathematics and how much it applies 
to the real world. 

When we arrived, we were greeted by friendly faces and 
warm smiles. We were told what would occur during the day 
and we were given a team colour. Finley, Remi and I were the 
yellow team. First of all we had to figure out how to make a 
cup out of modelling clay, which is a lot more difficult than 
it sounds because you couldn’t break it into multiple pieces. 
This involved a lot of thought and pent-up frustration, trying 
to resist throwing the thing at a wall. However, we prevailed 
and it could be done!

After that, we were told we had to make a bridge out of 
ice-lolly sticks, string and tape. We were told that the Royal 
Engineers had to do exactly the same experiment, so that 
motivated me to give it a try. Like before, it was a lot harder 
than it appears, it involved a lot of thought and planning 
and mainly common sense, our bridge was able to carry 8kg. 
When we were finished critiquing each other’s bridges, we 
headed towards a room, from which we learnt how to apply 
maths to physics. We learnt how to cause an aluminium ring 
to get caught in a chair. We also learnt how to put a tie in a 
knot in one single movement. At the end, we saw a home-
made contraption that demonstrated ‘chaotic motion’. As 
you could imagine from the name, it was chaotic.

Overall, I found the visit fascinating and it has motivated 
me to do maths and physics for A Level, mainly because I 
want to do engineering.
Raphael Tatoolian 

Yes – juggling is all about mathematics too!Students taking part in the workshops
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Review of the 
communications year
As ever, 2014-2015 was another busy successful year for 
the Communication Faculty.
Thoughts found words in Mr Pursey’s class with many of his students excelling 
in the TWGGS Poetry Competition; words found purpose in our unprecedented 
Mock Trial triumph and words found music and drama in SKAfest.

The Communication Faculty worked tirelessly to create as many opportunities 
for our students as possible and, as always, they rose to the challenge. This was 
especially true of Year 11 who generated an outstanding set of English GCSE results 
this summer, achieving 67% A*-C and our A Level students who achieved a 100% 
pass rate in Year 12 and Year 13. Congratulations to all of our students for their 
hard work, and to the Communication Faculty!
Mrs Ahmed

TWGGS poetry competition success 
for three Year 7 students
In June 2015, SKA students submitted 
dozens of entries in response to the 
annual TWGGS poetry competition.

For this year’s competition, young 
writers were challenged to create an 
original composition around the theme 
of ‘Home’. It was terrific to see so many 
of our students imaginatively and 
boldly tackle such a demanding form 
of writing.

While there were many original and 
engaging entries, the TWGGS judging 
panel picked out three poems as being 
especially well-crafted. Ella Hague, 
Thorne Stopps and Cerys Crook, all of 
Year 7, were our winners.

Dr Jennifer Cooke, the head judge and 
a lecturer at Oxford University, was full 
of encouragement for each of them, 
praising Thorne’s “exciting control of 
mood”, Ella’s “clever use of the sonnet” 
and Cerys for a “gripping opening 
stanza”.

These poets attended a prizewinning 
ceremony at the TWGGS Performing 
Arts Centre, where they read their work 
to a packed theatre.

Congratulations to all those students 
who dared to find the words for their 
thoughts, and thanks to TWGGS for 
hosting such an inspiring event.
Mrs Ahmed and Mr Persey

Communication
English, Modern Foreign Languages, Music and Drama 

‘Home’ by Thorne Stopps

A place of peace
Where heads may lie, 
Calmness fills the inside skies.

No questions asked, 
No anger’s exchanged,
Only family bonding is made.

But when all are asleep,
A horrible creature starts to creep,
It fills this family’s heads with wrong
Starting to ruin their tight bond.

This new environment has turned the 
house cold,

All happiness is starting to mould,
Shots and screams echo off walls,
When walking through the empty halls.

If only things were as before, 
The family blooming more and more,
One thing from this tale that is 

remembered,
A home is a family’s heart that is 

completely mended.

‘Home’ by Ella Hague

Home can be anywhere big or small
Home can be any colour red or white
Home could be any shape wide, thin  

or tall
Home is for any use, parties or bed
It should be a place of comfort and trust
Should always be a place for happy times
Should always keep safe, even with rust
It is always sweet not sour like limes
Everyone has a home somewhere out 

there
Might not believe me but really it’s true
Home is everywhere full of love and care
It’s for great families who stick like glue
Home is a place of truth and honesty
It’s for everyone, take it from me.

‘Home’ by Cerys Crook
Sleepless nights on park benches,
Trudging through mud and snow
Cold nights in dark rooms,
Long rides of buses full of woe.

A barn in a small village,
Across the country I strode,
A skyscraper in an unknown city,
Down an ever winding road.

Motels in the middle of nowhere,
Strange paths through strange 

alleyways,
Sleeping under the stars, thinking 
whilst dreaming.
Travelling on for days and days.

This land I shall roam,
In rain, wind or shine,
It’s like walking blind,
Until I find what is mine,
Home.

‘Poetry is when an emotion 
has found its thought and the 
thought has found words’
Robert Frost (1874-1963)
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SKA Partnership 
with the LCO

Music Junction Project
The Academy has worked with the 
London Chamber Orchestra on the 
Music Junction project, which aims 
to bring different groups of people 
together to make music and to raise 
aspirations, since 2011.

In October, the 2015/16 LCO project 
began with a visit to the Academy 
from nine members of the orchestra 
performing a ‘flash mob’ in the Pen & 
Paper at break time. Students and staff 
were treated to a rendition of ‘Ode to 
Joy’ from Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony. 

Members of the orchestra were joined 
by the SKA Choir and then others were 
invited to try out an instrument.

The LCO project aspires to effect 
social change, bringing together young 
people from different backgrounds 
to encourage communication and 
confidence building through shared 
musical experience.

SKA students will work with the LCO 
team on a piece of newly commissioned 
music which will be performed at the 
Cadogan Hall in 2016.

SKA students 
performed at 
Cadogan Hall 
Fourteen SKA students from Years 7, 
8,9 and 10 performed with the London 
Chamber Orchestra at the prestigious 
Cadogan Hall in Chelsea in May.

Composer,  Duncan Chapman, was 
commissioned to write a piece of music 
that would be performed by the LCO and 
100 students from 12 schools across the 
South East.  The work, called ‘But where do 
we get the water?’ was inspired by student 
contributions and used a combination of 
instruments and computer generated sounds. 

Teacher of Music, Mr Racher, said “It was 
the culmination of five months of practice 
and hard work and the Academy can be very 
proud of our students.”Rehearsals at Cadogan Hall

A ‘flash mob’ in the Pen & Paper

Students and staff listening to a rendition of ‘Ode to Joy’ in the Pen & Paper
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Sport

Opportunities for all in a very 
successful year for sport
2015 has been a hugely successful year for sport in the Academy. 
Students’ hard work coupled with the dedication of staff has seen our 
students achieve great success and enjoyment in many different activities.
T h e  P hy s i c a l  Ed u c a t i o n 
D e p a r t m e nt ,  c o n s i st i n g 
of Mr Flack, Mr Rowe and 
Miss Kent, are committed to 
offering students as many 
opportunities as possible, 
hoping to motivate them to 
take part in sport outside the 
Academy in community clubs 
as well as in our extensive 
enrichment programme.

Over the course of 2015, the 
enrichment programme which 
our students benefited from 
has included Football, Netball, 
Hockey, Rugby, Basketball, 
Badminton, Tennis, Gymnastics, 
Dance, Trampolining, Rounders, 
Cricket and Athletics.

Football continues to be 
very popular at the Academy, 
with the Year 7 cohort of 
2014-2015 reaching the area 
final, narrowly losing out on 
the silverware in a hard fought 
match. The current Year 9 team 

are taking this season by storm, 
tallying up four victories out 
of five matches. They hope to 
reach the area final this season.

Netball is flourishing at the 
Academy. The current Year 7 
and 8 cohorts are very keen 
to play and netball training 
is very popular. Miss Kent is 
leading the netball club, with 
assistance from Miss Bailey and 
Miss Nash. The Netball Squad 
are a force to be reckoned 
with in the local league, with 
particular success from the 
current Year 8 team. The Sports 
Captains this year are also 
organising a staff and student 
netball tournament to raise 
money for a local charity. Let’s 
see if the staff can keep up with 
the students!

Athletics has been one of 
our most successful sports this 
year. We have a very talented 
and committed squad, who 

train hard and compete harder. 
The Year 7 and 8 squads have 
represented the Academy 
at numerous competitions, 
hosted at renowned venues 
like Tonbridge School and 
Sevenoaks School. Our squad 
have competed impressively 
against and beaten a variety of 
local grammar and independent 
schools in a range of events, 
notably the 4 x 100m relay.

2015 has seen the addition 
of  two new clubs,  Dance 
and Gymnastics, both run 
by highly qualified external 
coaches.  These clubs are 
very popular and give our 
enrichment programme a real 
balance. The Dance Squad 
have performed at the Stag 
Theatre in Sevenoaks and the 
Gymnastics Squad are working 
towards competing in regional 
completions.
Mr Flack

Reflections 
from a 
captain
N e t b a l l  C l u b  i s  o n  a 
Monday and is run by 
three great coaches, Miss 
Kent, Miss Bailey and Miss 
Nash. Boys and girls work 
together to achieve the 
best they can as a team.

It’s a great experience to 
be part of a brilliant team 
and atmosphere.

We are in a league and 
we have been competing 
against other schools from 
the area. One of our most 
recent matches was against 
Beechwood. They’re a 
great team and I think it 
was a good clean match. It’s 
a shame to say that Netball 
Club is coming to an end; 
however there is always 
next season for you to join.

Athletics Club is on a 
Wednesday and is run 
by a brilliant coach, Mr 
Flack. Training is a good 
opportunity to develop 
your skills or learn a new 
track/field event. We have 
a boys and girls team. 

Last  summer near ly 
every  Wednesday  we 
competed against other 
schools in the area. One 
of our competitions was 
at Tonbridge School. It was 
great to compete against 
other schools and they 
have great facilities.

It was a brilliant season 
and I am glad to announce 
that athletics club will 
be up and running again  
soon.
Year 8 Sports Captain

Raising the ‘barre’ at the Dance  Club  
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Reflections from a captain
Flexibility, basic skills, vault, 
tumbling and dance have 
been  the  focus  for  our 
Gymnastics Club this term.

This new club which only 
started in September runs 
on a Wednesday after school 
and is coached by Stuart, a 
professional gymnastics coach. 

We’ve been working hard to 
improve our skills and our class 
of 15 is making really great 
progress. We hope to take part 
in our first completion before 
the end of the academic year. 
I’m a newbie to gymnastics 
and absolutely love this after-
school activity!

Now in our second year, the 
Dance Club took part in a 
show in October, performing 
Chim Chim Cher-ee at the 
Stag Theatre in Sevenoaks. 
Chantelle, our dance teacher, 
was really pleased with our 
showcase. We do a mixture 
of ballet and jazz in class but 

love making up routines and 
performing to parents and the 
Academy.

We had a brilliant first year 
learning our Matilda dance 
for SKAFest, but our Rudolph 
routine for Christmas is going 
to be the best yet!
Phoebe Martin, Dance Captain

“Boys and girls work 
together to achieve 
the best they can as 
a team. It’s a great 
experience to be part 
of a brilliant team 
and atmosphere. 
We are in a league 
and we have been 
competing against 
other schools from 
the area”
Year 8 Sports Captain

The Netball Team

Showing off balancing skills at the Gymnastics Club 
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Junior House News
Newton

Welcome to our new Assistant Vice 
Principal and Head of Newton House
Mrs K O’Gormley writes: “I am delighted to introduce myself to you as Assistant Vice 
Principal, Head of Newton House.
“Since being appointed in March and commencing my role in 
September 2015, I have thoroughly enjoyed my time at The 
Skinners’ Kent Academy and I am very excited to see what the 
future holds for the Academy and in particular for Newton House.

“My role is to support Junior House students in their transition 
from Primary School to Secondary School, ensure their needs are 
met both pastorally and academically and ultimately to prepare 
them for their transition into the Senior Houses where they 
will begin the next chapter of their education journey – GCSE 
examinations. My core aim is to ensure that students come to 
the Academy each day feeling safe and happy, I believe if we 

can achieve these two core aspects first, everything else will 
smoothly follow.

A famous woman once said: “The future belongs to those 
who believe in the beauty of their dreams” – this is a quote that 
I firmly believe in and is part of my philosophy of education. At 
the Academy students are stretched and challenged academically 
and given many opportunities to participate in extra-curricular 
activities. Along with my fantastic team in Newton House I aim to 
support students in making the most of these opportunities and 
ensure every student fulfils his/her potential and blossoms into a 
well-rounded individual and a key contributor to society.

JUNIOR HOUSE STUDENTS OF THE MONTH: JANUARY 2015 TO NOVEMBER 2015

Student Reason

January Christine Neal Commitment to learning and readiness to succeed

February William Clent Working through adversity 

March Megan Coleman Outstanding progress, excellent behaviour and attitude

May Summer Davis Showing determination and resilience in improving her test grades in Science

June Thorne Stopps Consistently showing an excellent attitude and application to work in class

September Szymon Smoszkiewicz Excellent start to life at the Academy 

October Bryoni Pitts Positive progress and dedication to her studies 

November Ben O’Brien Excellent attitude, behaviour and manners 

Mrs Mepham, Mrs O’Gormley, Mr Blake and Mrs Weller
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Senior House News
Brunel, Darwin and Franklin

Welcome to our new Assistant Vice 
Principal and Head of Senior House
Mr Willoughby writes: “I am very excited to be here at Skinners’ Kent Academy. I have worked 
at both Mascalls and Bennett and have been teaching since 1997.
“My role is to look after the academic and pastoral needs of 
all students in the Senior Houses. I am already getting to know 
many of the students and staff.

“I aim to build a strong community and promote healthy 
competition between each House though Miss Fidge tells me that 

Brunel is the best! I believe we need to be more internationally 
minded and am looking to make links with IB schools around the 
world. I also want to ensure that each student has the confidence 
to follow their dreams and aspirations to see where an excellent 
education here can take them in the future.”

SENIOR HOUSE STUDENTS OF THE MONTH: JANUARY 2015 TO NOVEMBER 2015

Brunel Darwin Franklin

Assistant Head of House Miss Fidge Mrs Hill Mrs Gibson

January Oliver Urban Parker Emma Shepherd Archie Corbett

February Frayer Bancroft Robert Kruger Ceri Kent

March Sam Wheeler Max Trafford Jacob Wallis

May Kay Hall Ellen Dunn Bea Jepson

June Ellie Scott Cole Samuel Couchman Connie Everett

September Daniel Urban Parker Yasmin Casady Charlotte Milton

October Yasmine Nelson Christian Neal Tom Mitchell

November Samuel Prosser Rosalind Carvell Ben Powell

Mrs Gibson, Mr Willoughby, Mrs Hill and Miss Fidge
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Sixth Form

A flexible learning 
framework for 
students
All students in the Sixth Form are completing 
the International Baccalaureate Career-related 
Programme (IBCP).
The IBCP is a framework of international education that 
incorporates the values of the IB allowing students to engage 
with career-related education.

Our curriculum is specifically designed to provide a flexible 
learning framework that can be tailored by the Academy to meet 
the needs of students.

Every IBCP model is different and we believe that ours reflects 
the strengths of our staff and students. An IBCP education:
• promote relationships, responsibility and personal challenge
• develops effective approaches to teaching and learning, helping 

students to develop the attitudes and skills they need for both 
academic and personal success

• works within global contexts increasing understanding of 
languages and cultures, and exploring globally significant ideas 
and issues

• offers a curriculum that is broad and balanced, conceptual and 
connected.

Within the IBCP students study IB Diploma subjects, a vocational 
subject (IFS Certificate and Diploma in Personal Finance), the IB 
Core Element and A-Levels.

“Our curriculum is specifically designed to 
provide a flexible learning framework that 
can be tailored by the Academy”
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Young Enterprise competition
Our Young Enterprise company last year, ‘Save the Date’, 
managed to break even.

The group included Lucy Ellis, Harry Rainer, Fabian 
Chatfield, Jemima Attwood, Ben Hunter and Luke Walden. 

Although the company did not win the regional finals, they 
did win the award for the most innovative product: hand 
made weekly wooden planners.

Attainment and progression
This year was the second year of students completing the 
IBCP. We had 14 students who completed Year 13 this year. 
100% of students achieved the overall IBCP qualification 
successfully.

Our Year 13 students completed two IB Diploma subjects 
within the IBCP qualification: Business and Management, and 
Information Technology in the Global Society (ITGS)

Grades for IB subjects lie between 1 and 7, where 7 is 
the highest grade achievable. Our students in Business and 
Management achieved, on average, 5.6. In ITGS our students 
achieved an average of 4.8.

This is the first year we have had results from A Levels in 
English and Art. IBCP is a flexible programme of study and the 
SKA offer is the only one within Kent that offers A Levels within 
its offer. 

The Year 13 students could have chosen to study English or Art 
or both.  Our results were excellent with 89% achieving A*-C in 
English and 57% achieving A*-C in Art.

Year 13 students obtained university places in a range of courses 
including Business & Management at the University of Kent, 
Psychology & Counselling at St Mary’s Twickenham, Criminology 
& Psychology at University of Portsmouth, English & History 
at Royal Holloway University of London, English Language & 
Linguistics with Japanese at University of Central Lancashire and 
Zoology at the University of Hull.

All other students have taken up positions in employment as 
either Learning Mentors at SKA or apprentices.

Recruitment
The success of the IBCP qualification along with the success at 
GCSE has meant that we have increased the number of students 
entering Year 12 to 23 students. 

Community and Service
As part of the IBCP Core all Sixth Form students complete 
Community and Service tasks in order to help support the SKA 
community and the wider community.

This year students have worked with our Year 7 and 8 students 
helping to improve their numeracy and literacy skills, Year 12 and 
13 students are senior members of the Student Council. They 
continue to work regularly in our primary school, SKPS.

As part of their work to support the local community our 
students work in Pembury Hospital as part of the Dementia Buddy 
scheme as well as volunteering in the local Oxfam shop.

All Year 12 students attended the ‘License to Kill’ performance 
at the Assembly Halls. Kent County Council along with Kent Fire 
Service and Road Safety produced this hard-hitting event. It was 
a stage and film production aimed at Year 12 students to make 
them aware of the dangers of road collisions, whether they are 
drivers, passengers, pedestrians or cyclists.

Following on from this, Year 12 completed a four week Young 
Driver Education course to address road safety issues that render 
young drivers vulnerable to road traffic accidents. This course 
has proved beneficial for all students particularly those who are 
beginning to undertake their own driving lessons.
Mr O’Brien 



PAGE 22

Skinners’ Kent  
Primary School

The new school begins to take shape in 2015 Come and Read session in September

Christmas card competition winner

‘Nurture, flourish, succeed’
Our primary school SKPS opened in 2015
Thursday 3 September 2015 was a historic day for the Skinners’ Company – the first primary 
school in its portfolio of educational establishments opened its doors for the first time and 
welcomed 34 pupils joining Reception class and Year 1.
Skinners’ Kent Primary School (SKPS) 
has academy status and is part of the 
Skinners’ Kent Academy Trust, with The 
Skinners’ Kent Academy (SKA).

Discussions about the primary school 
started in 2014, with plans being drawn 
up and agreed for a new build at Knights 
Wood, as part of the housing development 
being built there. This purpose built school, 
due for completion in June 2016, will 
offer generous spaces and provide a rich 
environment for learning and personal 
development. It will include a sports hall, 
an all-weather pitch, playgrounds, games 
courts, parkland play areas and well 
equipped classrooms.

Whilst the school planned to open 
in September 2015, when it became 
apparent that the building would not be 
ready in time, temporary accommodation 

on the site of the Academy was fitted out 
to provide an excellent alternative, with a 
separate building, facilities and drop-off 
point.

SKPS provides a vibrant learning 
environment. Through an exciting and 
enjoyable curriculum, pupils develop 
skills and knowledge to ensure they make 
significant progress.

The school  fol lows the National 
Curriculum, which is taught within the 
International Baccalaureate (IB) Primary 
Years Programme (PYP). This enables 
teachers to focus on the development of 
the whole child as an inquirer, both in the 
classroom and in the world outside, and 
prepares pupils to be active participants in 
learning. Additionally, SKPS benefits from 
the expertise, support and resources of the 
Skinners’ family of schools. For example, 

SKA supports SKPS with specialist teaching 
in Drama and PE.

Whilst the school opened with only 34 
pupils, there will be phased programme 
of growth to a capacity of 210 pupils 
across seven classes. The school also has 
a satellite class managed by Oakley School, 
which will provide inclusive provision for 
up to 15 pupils with special educational 
needs, again through a phased programme 
of growth.

Prior to opening, Chairman of the Trust 
Governors, Richard Sax said: “We are 
looking forward to leading the provision 
of first class all-ability education for the 
children of Tunbridge Wells, at SKPS from 
the age of four and at SKA to the age of 18, 
or providing the firm educational platform 
for a move to any school of their choice 
at 11.”
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Our Governors eating lunch with pupils

(L-R): Mrs Prentis, Teaching Assistant, SKPS; Ms Faircloth, Assistant Principal, SKPS; Ms Fry, 
Administrator, SKPS; Mrs Carr, Executive Principal, SKA and SKPS; Miss Jenner, Teaching Assistant, 
Oakley School; Mrs Banks, Teaching Assistant, SKPS; Miss Hawthorn, Teacher of Reception, SKPS; and 
Mrs Leeves, Teacher of Year 1, Oakley School

Meeting birds face to face

Our hide for budding ‘twitchers’

Message from the Assistant Principal, Miss Faircloth
SKPS has now been open for four 
months, and what a busy four months 
it has been!

“We held a celebration tea on Friday 
11 September to welcome our new 
pupils, and this was very well attended 
by the families, staff, Governors and 
invited guests. Our pupils look smart in 
their uniform and visitors to our school 
comment on this, and also how settled 
and engaged they are with their learning. 

A major achievement for staff and 
pupils was their fantastic performance 
in the whole Academy Assembly in early 
October, where they sang in front of over 
800 students and staff. Not only did they 
enjoy it, they wanted to do it again, and 
indeed, sang again at an Assembly in 
November. 

We have held a number of events: 
come and read sessions for parents and 
pupils; two interactive workshops for 

parents; a singing performance and a 
Christmas performance; and a Parent 
Forum.

Feedback that we have received from 
parents has been extremely positive and 
they feel supported and empowered by 
their involvement with the school and 
their child’s learning.

Our curriculum topic for Term 1 was 
‘Space’, and the pupils made some 
wonderful models of rockets, spacemen 
and aliens.

To support our curriculum topic for 
Term 2, ‘Night and Day’, we had a visit 
from the Raptor Bird Sanctuary with a 
variety of Owls and other birds for the 
pupils to meet. This proved to be very 
exciting! We also set up our very own hide 
for our ‘twitchers’ to identify and record 
the birds visiting SKPS.

SKPS supported the British Legion 
Poppy Appeal in November and the 

Mayor of Tunbridge Wells Christmas Toy 
Appeal 2015 in December.

Together with the Academy, we held 
a Christmas card competition, and our 
winning entry was by Emilia Callaway, 
Reception Class.

Our Governing Body have been very 
supportive, joining us at our Parent 
Welcome Event in July, our Celebration 
Tea in September, and at lunch with staff 
and pupils in November. Our first Parent 
Governor, Caroline Callaway, was elected 
in November and joins the Governors in 
supporting and governing SKPS.

We have so much planned for the New 
Year, not just our move to the new build, 
but events for the pupils, parents and 
staff, and for new parents and pupils that 
we hope to welcome in September 2016. 

All staff at SKPS are incredibly proud of 
our school and our pupils.
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SKA Alumni

George Woodgate How a bad 
haircut changed my life
I will never forget my first day at the Academy. In the summer holiday 
of 2009; I deliberately asked for a haircut that would defy the new 
Skinners’ Kent Academy rules.
As an example of what not to 
do, I was asked to stand in front 
of the Academy at the very 
first assembly. In a sense, that 
haircut was the most significant 
thing I did that summer. Feeling 
quite foolish in front of the 
entire Academy, was the first 
step towards me reshaping my 
attitude to education. 

The newly-established student 
mentor initiative also played 
a critical role in my transition 
that year. Initially there were 
just two mentors: Mr Boyd, 
who worked primarily within 
the  Engl i sh  department , 
and Mr Barker, who focused 
mainly on Mathematics. As 
the year progressed, the pair 

became known as ‘Posh One’ 
and ‘Posh Two’.  With the 
overwhelming success of the 
initial programme, the Academy 
later recruited an additional 
mentor, Mr Taylor, to assist in 
the Science Department. Each 
mentor made a significant 
contribution towards the 
development of a number of 
students, all of whom went on 
to seek further education. Each 
of the mentors inspired us to 
achieve the very best that we 
could. This was certainly true 
for me. It became quite obvious 
that the only obstacle to my 
success was myself.

Between Mr Barker and Mr 
Boyd, I was persuaded to apply 
for a position on the Student 
Leadership Team. After the 
two-stage application process, I 
was appointed as Deputy Head 
Boy. Therein, my confidence, 
my motivation and my overall 
approach to learning changed 
radically.

Midway through the year, 
alongside a small group of 
peers, I attended Worcester 
College at Oxford University 
– my first real contact with a 
university, and especially law. 
The day-trip did shatter some 
common stereotypes about 
Oxford too, but ultimately,  
this was when my attitude 
towards education transformed 
completely. 

The year concluded with 
astounding results from my 
year group. With the help of 

Mr Boyd, my English grade 
soared from an F in my mock 
exam, to a B grade overall. 
Similarly, with the help of Mr 
Barker, my Mathematics grade 
increased from a D to a B; I 
re-sat the exam in 2011 where 
I attained an A grade. Many 
other students far exceeded 
their expected results. The year 
was a complete success!

As the Academy did not 
have a functioning sixth form, 
I went to an alternative sixth 

“Each of the 
mentors inspired 
us to achieve the 
very best that we 
could. This was 
certainly true for 
me. It became quite 
obvious that the 
only obstacle to my 
success was myself”

George Woodgate 

George when at the Academy
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form in a different town. Not 
experiencing similar success 
here, I returned to the Academy 
for a number of months as a 
student mentor. This really 
provided a catapult for me 
to get back into education, 
leading me to take a full time 
position at a local supermarket, 
whilst I studied towards a 
qualification that would get 
me into university. I began to 
learn that nothing was going to 
come easy. 

Now I am a first year Law 
student at the University of 
Bristol, School of Law – one 
of the most sought after Law 
Schools in the country. Indeed, 
it has been a long journey, but 
one that has certainly been 
made easier by the continuing 
support of the Academy. 

Without the encouragement 
of The Skinners’ Kent Academy 
my life would be significantly 
different. It is for this reason 
that I would like to be part of 
the SKA Friends Group.

I want to see the Academy 
continue to grow in its success, 
to achieve more than it had 
ever  set  out  to  ach ieve, 
and to be one of the best 
establishments for education 
in the country. 

A final word of advice for 
GCSE students: as much as 
you may think your results 
won’t count in a few years, 
they follow you forever. I 
received rejections from two 
top University of London 
colleges, due to my ‘average’ 
GCSE portfolio. Don’t let this 
happen to you! “There is no 
passion to be found in playing 
small, in settling for a life less 
than the one you are capable 
of living”, as was once said by 
Nelson Mandela. Be the best 
you can.

Abi Harmsworth 
My experience at university
For some, university can seem 
daunting. Others might not 
be able to wait until the day 
comes when they can move 
away from home and become 
more independent – everyone’s 
different.
One thing I do know, that I didn’t believe at 
first, is that everyone is in the same boat. 
No matter how they feel about the initial 
process of leaving home and moving into 
halls, everyone is new and from the moment 
you arrive you’ll meet a friend, even if it’s 
one of the people you’ll be sharing your 
dorm with or someone across the hall from 
you.

I am now in my second year of university 
studying History and deadlines are looming; 
however, it isn’t as hard or pressured as it 
may seem. I have four modules a year, and 
each module has a different lecturer. Even 
though the lecturers have different teaching 
styles they all have one thing in common – a 
willingness to help. I can meet all my lecturers during their office hours, or email them for 
feedback on pieces of work or arrange a time to meet them outside of their office hours.

University is a time to enjoy a subject you love and to study areas you may never have come 
across before, but it’s also a time to learn independence and to learn who you are. For me, 
the best thing about university is that everyone can be themselves. You will meet the most 
wonderful mix of people. There are so many universities, I am sure you will find the one that 
is perfect for you. 

Abi Harmsworth

Some future alumni receiving their 2015 results

Smiles of joy...

...and tears of happinessStudents discovering their results
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My Oxford  
Summer

Isabella Burton Creative writing at Oxford
For the first two weeks of my summer holiday I was able to attend, with the much appreciated 
help and support of the Academy and Skinners’ Company, a residential creative writing course 
at Oxford University. 
I am lucky enough at my age to have a 
vision for my future, and have had my 
sights set on Oxford from a very young 
age. The application process for this 
course made me very nervous. I had to get 
everything just right; my perfectionism 
admittedly drove me slightly crazy. I 
was mindful that this course was the 
beginning of my journey to that English 
degree I want so badly. Being accepted 
was a dream come true. 

To me this course didn’t feel like two 
extra weeks of ‘school’. I saw it as a golden 
opportunity to hone my literary skills with 
some of the world’s greatest teachers. 

I had never visited the university before 
taking the course. I had only briefly rushed 
through Oxford as a stop on a journey to 
a further destination. I had no idea what 
would become of the next two weeks, but I 
knew I was ready for it and that I was going 
to thoroughly enjoy every moment of it. 

I was staying in the halls of Christ Church 
College, an institution that taught the 
great Lewis Carroll. I had never felt more 
privileged. The group of students I shared 
the experience with wasn’t large, but it was 
very international and something I really 

missed from my old school. I made friends 
from people all over the world, and learnt 
so much more about different cultures. 
Our casual discussion often turned into 
heated debates over topics such as capital 
punishment and equality. It amazed me how 
strong a connection we had all established 
over such a short period of time. 

As for the course itself, I could not have 
asked for a more enriching experience. 
My class consisted of three other people, 
which made for deeper and more intimate 
discussion. During these sessions we 
analysed poems, short stories and extracts 
of great novels with our professor, Mr 
Kieron Winn. He explained how authors 
such as Virginia Woolf used different 
techniques to create their own unique style 
of writing. Understanding different points 
of view and insight from people I had only 
known a day or two was such a brilliant 
experience. We were given the freedom 
to express our opinions without limitations 
which felt extremely liberating. 

We were given two tasks. Produce one 
piece of literary fiction, and one poem, 
both of which I am submitting as my 
personal project.

We had a day to do each piece of work. This 
put us under pressure and gave us little 
time to plan, but meant that our professor 
had a better understanding of our identity 
as ‘writers’. He had more insight as to how 
we initially process our ideas and how we 
structure them.

The short time to write meant little time 
to edit on our own. Instead the editing 
process was done with our professor the 
next day, often in the Master’s Garden of 
the College under the sun.

I loved having my own work critically 
assessed. He helped me better understand 
my own thought process behind my 
writing, and gave me sound advice that 
I will never forget. My favourite moment 
was probably when he told me that my 
writing is similar to the work of Mary 
Shelley. I now have a copy of Frankenstein 
on my bedside table. 

This experience has not only provided 
me with stronger belief in myself that I can 
succeed at this path I’ve chosen, it has also 
given me more motivation and confidence. 
I could not be more thankful. I have never 
been surer of myself, and that I am capable 
of achieving my goals.

The ornate dining hall at Christ Church College in Oxford
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‘Broken’ by Isabella Burton

A quiet that grew so loud inside,
She longed to run, she longed to hide,
The vicious judgement stole her pride
Her smile, her gleeful laughter lied.

First impressions ate at her spirit,
Each day, a new burden to inherit. 

She tried to ignore all the negativity. 
They wouldn’t ruin her positivity.
Not once did she stray from her identity. 
She always knew who she was meant to be. 

First impressions were always wrong,
No one understood, nobody could hear her song.
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Work Experience

Work Experience week
Work experience week (6-10 July 2015) for Year 10 
2014/15 involved three types of activities.
Sixty-three students spent a week 
in a business or organisation on a 
traditional work placement.

A range of hosts from the local area 
and beyond supported this activity 
and students were able to experience 
working in retail, schools, activity 
centres, nurseries, libraries, as an 
accountant, at a London marketing 
consultancy and in estate agents.

Highlights included one student who 
was able to spend a day at BBC Radio 
Kent and was interviewed, and a second 
who witnessed the launch of the E-Fan 
electronic plane at Lydd Airport. A third 
had the opportunity to observe Kent 
County Council meetings. 

During work experience week 26 
students took part in the ‘Game 
Changers: Nexus Project’ sponsored by 
Shell Oil Company. This was designed 

to allow students the ‘intellectual 
running room’ to explore solutions to 
critical problems, in this case involving 
food production and the use of 
water and energy. During the project 
students produced a growth proposal 
for a local business, the Winterdale 
Cheese Barn, and presented their 
solutions to the company’s owners. The 
presentations were excellent and very 
well received.

Finally, ten students stayed in the 
Academy and took part in the Skinners 
Kent Academy Careers Programme. This 
gave them the opportunity to look at 
the pathways towards different careers 
as well as working as teaching assistants 
in the classroom. This work will be very 
beneficial as they consider their options 
and choices for post-16 education.
Mrs Heath 

Visiting the BBC Meeting pets at Poochcare

Working in a ‘Game’ store

Work experience at Southborough Library
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Mock Trial 
Competiton

“This is the happiest day of my life!”  
Samuel Phippen Our prosecuting lawyer student (centre)

At the final in Birmingham

Winning at Sevenoaks Magistrates Court Line-up of the team

SKA Mock Trial 
team were guilty... 
of national success!
On Saturday 6 June 2015, the SKA Mock Trial 
team, comprised of Year 8 and 9 students, 
achieved national success when they won a 
place in the Mock Trial final in Birmingham.
After months of intense preparation and commitment, 
the students participated in two dramatic court room 
scenes, where they performed their roles with realism and  
conviction.

In the first round, the SKA Mock Trial team beat Judd, Skinners’ 
School and Tunbridge Wells Girls Grammar in Sevenoaks for the 
opportunity to progress into the second round, where they won 
the regional final in the Medway Magistrates Court in Chatham on 
Saturday 16 May 2015, and earned a place in the National final.

Each year the competition involves approximately 6,000 
students from over 400 schools across England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland. This year, there were 63 local heats that took 
place during the first three weeks of March.

This experience has not only given our students valuable insight 
into the criminal justice system, but also an opportunity to learn 
about team work in a setting that is outside the classroom, which 
has given students a chance to develop their public speaking 
abilities, analytical skills, and self-confidence. 

Immense pride was felt for the students when the SKA Mock 
Trial Team won a place in the national final. Parents and students 
were absolutely elated and it was indeed, a special moment, 
where SKA students could take pride in their success.
Mrs Mustapha
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SKAFest

Clever use of scooters in the amazing ‘Matilda’ routine

Some fancy footwork

Singing for a great cause

Making some noise!

SKAFest featured bands and vocal groups

SKAFest festival 
was fundraising for 
charity this year
SKAFest 2015 took place on July 15 2015 on 
a sunny summer’s day out on SKA’s very own 
amphitheatre.
SKAFest is a music, drama and dance festival which takes place 
every summer, showcasing the marvellous array of talent which 
we are lucky to have at the Academy.

There was a drama act, a choir performance, a dance squad, 
two rock bands, a DJ, various individual performances and even 
a staff band. It was a fantastic day which over two hundred 
students and 50 of the performers’ parents came to enjoy it in 
the summer sun. 

SKAFest was run this year as a charity event, supporting the 
charity Epilepsy Action in their invaluable research and work to 
help those suffering with epilepsy. We managed to raise almost 
£500 this year, all of which was donated to the charity.

The event was a memorable one, with some truly stunning 
performances from our students who brought laughter, tears 
and rapturous applause – and the bar has certainly been set 
high for next year!
Mr Racher
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Year 7 Science trip to 
Wakehurst Place
In July the Science Department took 60 Year 7 students to 
Wakehurst Place for the day.
The day started a little late unfortunately 
due to the coach being caught in heavy 
traffic on the Pembury Road, but when 
it did arrive it turned out to be an old 
London style double decker. This was 
an unexpected treat to travel on a little 
piece of history.

Arriving at Wakehurst Place we were 
soon met by the very welcoming staff 
who outlined the day. This consisted of 
three activities done in a rotation. Firstly 
there was a look round the Heritage 
Seed Library and a talk about the work 
of the people involved with this project. 
The immense task they have of trying 
to preserve the seeds from as many 
plant species around the world as they 
can, especially endangered species, 
was staggering. On display were many 
examples from seeds that were so tiny 
you need a magnifying glass to see them 
properly, to seeds that were bigger 
than a football. The highlight for many 
students, and a number of staff, was the 

chocolate tasting. Here the students had 
to compare the taste of chocolate that 
was Fairtrade, or organic with a well-
known brand.

The second activity was a treasure 
hunt round the grounds looking for 
certain species of trees and shrubs. 
This was followed by a workshop on 
how we use these plants as a resource. 
Uses ranged from cancer treatments 
to building materials. On a nice warm 
summer’s day this gave all of us some 
exercise and an excellent opportunity 
to look round the beautiful grounds. 
The third activity was a workshop 
on recycling and the importance of 
resource management, which was a 
thought provoking session on how we 
should reduce or reuse the waste we 
produce.

A good trip in delightful surroundings, 
both informative and enjoyable. We 
shall certainly go there again next year.
Mr Whitehead

Visiting the Heritage Seed Library exhibition

A treasure hunt in the sun

Students arriving at Wakehurst Place for a day of adventure and learning
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The Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award

Determination and 
self-development 
The Duke of Edinburgh (DofE) Bronze Award 
is offered to all Year 9 students at the start of 
the academic year.
This year we have 35 students, an even mix of boys and girls, 
who have all worked hard and are now in the final stages of 
completing the award, which they will receive in March 2016 at 
the official Tunbridge Wells Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Evening.

We are very proud of our DofE students and congratulate 
them all on their cheerful determination, self-development and 
success. 

The DofE programme helps students learn different skills 
and knowledge and promotes self-esteem, team-work, 
dedication and leadership. There are five parts to DofE: 
Physical, Skill, Volunteering, Expedition and Project. 

 At the end of Year 8, we were asked if we would like to join 
the Bronze DofE programme. Further into Year 9 we began 
to learn the fundamental points about camping and survival. 
Later, we started our practice day walks which expanded our 
knowledge about camping and prepared us for our actual 
expedition. DofE took altogether over a year to complete 
the bronze qualification.

The expedition consisted of two nights, walking for at 
least six hours each day.  We walked for approximately 14km 
each day. My overall experience of DofE is that it was fun, 
enjoyable and taught me and different skills and to hone my 
social integrity. I participated in the programme so that it 
would teach me about important aspects in life and to help 
me in my future, teach me skills that I can use for acquiring 
a job, strengthening my bond with family and friends and to 
learn about morals.
Participant

The DofE is a real adventure from beginning to end.
It doesn’t matter who you are or where you’re from. You 

just need to be aged between 14 and 24 and realise there’s 
more to life than sitting on a sofa watching life pass you by. 
You’ll find yourself helping people or the community, getting 
fitter, developing skills and going on an expedition.

I learnt how to use various types of equipment such as 
putting up a tent and a trangia. I have improved my map 
reading and compass skills. Before I started the award if I went 
to the middle of the woods I wouldn’t be able to get back 
using a compass and a map but know I feel really confident 
about going somewhere I have never been before. 
Participant

“For my volunteering I helped an older lady in 
our community. She struggled with day to day 
things and really just wanted a chat. I went to 
her house once a week to hoover, dust and 
help clean up” Participant

“I learnt things about my friends that I didn’t 
know before” Participant

“I find that DofE is about bringing out the best 
in you. That is why I would most definitely 
recommend it to anyone who is up for a 
challenge.” Participant

Pitching camp Learning map-reading skills

Planning the day’s activities

DofE is fun, enjoyable and teaches teamwork skills
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Halloween  
Disco

SKAry Halloween 
disco raises over 
£700 for charity
For the second year running, a Halloween 
themed disco was held by Newton House. 
It was a great success and we raised over 
£700 for various charities.
Organised and supervised by a team of both teaching staff and 
Sixth Form students, the event was held to raise money to fund 
our annual Pensioners’ Christmas Lunch, with the remaining 
funds donated to local charities supporting people in need in 
our community. Held on the last Friday evening of the academic 
first term, tickets were sold to students in Years 7 and 8, with 
almost 150 attending. 

The Pen & Paper was transformed into a spooky den with 
haunted hallways and ghoulish games. Fancy dress was optional 
but fun was a must, with a fantastic live DJ accompanied by an 
exhilarating set including lighting and visual graphics.

All students who attended said what a great time they had had, 
and they were all anxious to know when the next student disco 
would be held. Parents were equally pleased, highlighting the 
excellent organisation and preparation by staff to make it such 
an exciting atmosphere for their children.

Little ghosts and ghouls at the disco

The Pen & Paper had a very spooky atmosphere

The DJ and dancefloorFancy dress was optional – but some made an incredible effort
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Austrian  
Ski Trip

A fantastic first ski trip 
for staff and students 
All the way back in February 2013, a group of staff members 
had a shared vision of a Skinners’ Kent Academy ski trip.
Led by Mr Blake, Head of Design & 
Technology, several proposals were 
taken for consideration to the Senior 
Leadership Team who were naturally 
cautious of such a large scale excursion 
taking place.

In October of the same year, we 
decided to see how parents and 
students felt about it, so we sent a letter 
to offer places on the trip. Within five 
days, all spaces were filled and we even 
had a waiting list. The Skinners’ Kent 
Academy Ski Trip was now in business.

Following an action-packed academic 
term, on Friday 14 February 2015 
42 excited students and six equally-
excited but slightly anxious members 
of staff boarded the coach destined for 
Austria. The journey took us across the 
English Channel, across France and into 
Belgium, down through Germany – right 
past the magnificent Bayern Munich 
Stadium – and into Austria. After 18 
hours in transit, we arrived at our hotel.

We were based in the picturesque 
Tyrolean village of Kusftein, with 
stunning views of the Brandenberg 
Alps and the Inn River. Each morning, 
we travelled to the Ski Welt ski region, 
covering the resorts of Soll, Hopfgarten 
and Ellmau. Students skied daily in ski 
school, with a member of staff assigned 
to each group. Mr Rowe and Miss 
Widdison assisted the beginners, Mr 
Lovesy accompanied the intermediates 
and Mr Blake, taking one for the team, 
escorted the advanced group to the very 
top of the mountain. Mrs Hill manned 
the meeting point should anyone have 
had any difficulties, while Mr Bull and 
Mr Flack went between each ski group, 
gathering an abundance of high quality 
footage, documenting the fantastic 
progress made by all.

When the lifts closed at the end of each 
ski day, we headed back to our hotel and 
had some well-earned rest time before 
dinner. Each night we were treated to a 
three course dinner consisting of both 
Austrian and international cuisine. A 
range of night time activities followed, 
including ice skating, a ski show and a 
quiz night.

In the mornings, we would start early 
with a generously stocked continental 
breakfast that would rival many 
international hotels, and then straight 
to the slopes to catch the first lifts and 
make use of the fresh powder.

Student behaviour was impeccable 
at all times during the trip. Every 
person who came into contact with us 
commented on how exceptionally well 
behaved and respectful they were. From 
the P&O ferry staff who said they have 
never seen a group of students sitting so 
calmly, to the ski hire shop who stated 
they had never had such a large group 
go through with such few problems. 
The hotel staff were impressed by how 
tidy they kept their rooms and how 
quietly they slept at night, while the 
coach drivers stated that in a carrier 
of over 30 years they have never had 
such a fantastic, enthusiastic and well 
mannered group. The ski instructors 
and PGL representative all said that 
our students’ positive attitude and 
respectful demeanour really showcased 
what a high quality educational 
experience they were used to. All 
parties were keen to work with us again 
and thanks also to them for assisting us 
in such a fantastic week of skiing.

We are a l l  very much looking  
forward to our February 2016 ski trip 
to Andorra.
Mr Blake, Organiser/Trip Leader

Student ski report
We left for Austria during February half 
term 2015. I’d only skied once, and this was 
the first time I’d be doing it with school.

We stayed and skied in the Tyrol region, 
found in Austria. We had five days of 
skiing and seven away from home – and 
throughout the trip I improved a great deal.

We stayed in Kufstein in the Golden Lowe. 
The rooms were fairly large with a bathroom 
in each, the hotel rooms overlooked the 
village and its primary school, where we 
all experienced Austrian education with 
children going to school at 6am and finishing 
at 1pm so  they could ski for the duration of 
the day. The morale of the group was always 
high and the coach trips to and from the 
resort were always fun.

 It was a great way to improve my skills: 
from basics to more advanced skiing, the ski 
school was able to teach everyone something 
new. The trip was life-changing and opened 
me up to winter sports altogether. I had a 
great time, and I’m looking forward to going 
in 2016 and trying snowboarding!
Isaac Afrifa

On the coach...

...and on the piste
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TEDx: ideas worth 
spreading
On Saturday 6 June The Skinners’ Kent Academy hosted the 
first annual Royal Tunbridge Wells TEDx Forum.

It was a day of celebration, challenge and curiosity 
“challenging us to be informed by the past and explore how 
we can shape the world in the future”. 

The event was very quickly sold out, and offered the 
audience an inspiring range of speakers on the theme of 
‘Diversity’. Our own Year 13 student, Ben Hunter, spoke about 
‘The Importance of Education’ and his personal experience 
of studying the International Baccalaureate Career-Related 
Programme. Speaking of the experience, he reports: “Giving a 
talk on the IB for TEDx was at first a nerve-racking experience. 
Although, as I began speaking, and words flowed, I knew that 
fear had been conquered. The skills and confidence I picked up 
from the TEDx experience will never leave me, and will give me 
an advantage in the future if public speaking is ever needed, 
because I have the experience that others may not possess.”

Community 

Community use 
and engagement
The Skinners’ Kent Academy is committed to 
becoming an integral part of the Tunbridge 
Wells community and community use of our 
wonderful facilities has continued to thrive 
over the last year.
The programme ensures that we are able to support local 
community sports clubs, organisations and businesses as they 
deliver training, extended workshops and events.

The Academy has developed working relationships with over 
17 different groups who regularly use nine areas of the Academy 
facilities to deliver a wide range of sporting, performance arts 
and other activities. We have also run ad-hoc events, offering 
great opportunities for our students, as the case studies on these 
pages illustrate.

General Election Hustings
On 28 April the Academy hosted a General Election Hustings 
for The Courier newspaper.

This was a forum where local constituency prospective 
parliamentary candidates set out their manifesto points 
and vied for support from an audience of Courier readers. 
A number of political parties were represented, with 
candidates from the Conservative, Green Party, Labour, 
Liberal Democrats, UKIP and an independent candidate.

A packed house of over 100 local residents and Academy 
students attended the evening, hosted by Courier Editor 
Roger Kasper, which was held in a ‘Question Time’ style. 
Academy students asked questions relating to education, 
transport, the environment and employment amongst other 
more local issues.

Sixth Form student Jemima Attwood, who asked a question 
about university tuition fees, said of the experience: “It was 
a very interesting and informative evening. I enjoyed hearing 
the different points of view, which were followed with lively, 
but civilised, debate!”

Assistant Vice Principal Sally Daniells, who attended with 
the Academy students, said: “It was a great opportunity for 
our students to experience democracy and party political 
debate first hand. They particularly enjoyed the chance to 
question candidates on the topics that matter to young 
people, such as student debt, education, local employment 
opportunities and voting age.”

Meeting Curator Dan Foreman at TEDx

Audience at the TEDx Forum
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AXA PPP Hackathon
On 28 October, AXA PPP ran a business process workshop 
event where staff from different disciplines and 12 students 
from the Academy Sixth Form investigated ways to improve 
the customer experience. 

AXA PPP Development Manager, Vikki Bowman said of 
the event: “Fantastic! Everyone really enjoyed being at the 
Academy for the day and everyone I have spoken thought it 
was a fantastic venue.”

Jack Roberts, one of the students involved, provides the 
following report:

“It was half term but I was up and ready early, arriving at 
the school building at 7:30am, ready for an 8:30am start.

“The first thing that we had to do was to present our 
initial ideas - as we had only had some thinking time, these 
ideas weren’t developed or anything spectacular but just 
something to get us started. After the challenging experience 
of presenting in front of people I mostly didn’t know, we split 
off into our teams to make our ideas a reality. My group and 
I went to the computer room and started to refine our ideas 
where we quickly learned that we needed some extra help 
to develop them. 

“We wanted to have colours that mentally stimulate 
different ages and because of this we needed to take to 
Photoshop (other art and image creation tools are available!) 
and try to play around with an image we had taken from their 
website. With help from guys on the IT and design side of 
things, we swiftly constructed the website we had planned 
previously. I created a Presi with all our ideas, to present to 
the audience of AXA employees  and also the other Academy 
Sixth Form students. After all the presentations had taken 
place, it was time for the judges to discuss winners and as 
my team’s ideas were good enough to win, we were lucky 
enough to win a GoPro camera each.

“I enjoyed the whole experience a lot and learned about 
myself in a way, as I learned that I can do more than I think I 
can. The thing I considered myself bad at (that’s standing up in 
front of people and speaking) I managed to do. It shows that 
the only obstacle to my life is me – and what I think I can’t do.”

Speaking at the AXA PPP Hackathon

Getting ready for the General Election Hustings

Students discuss tactics at the AXA PPP Hackathon
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CUPS continued

Student Award

Harry Webb-Hinton Contribution to Student 
Leadership in his role as Newton 
House Prefect

Amelia Everett Chairman’s Cup for Outstanding 
Academic Achievement

Daniel France Healthy Eating Competition (Boy)

Alice Randall
Natasha Courtney

Healthy Eating Competition (Girl)

N3 Skinners’ Junior House Cup

Brunel Skinners’ Senior House Cup

Jasper Rouwen Travel Award

Prizegiving  
Awards 2015

CUPS

Student Award

Sidney Cornish Sportsman of the Year

Clara Dominici Sportswoman of the Year

Hamish Vanns Performing Arts Cup

Megan Coleman Cup for collecting the most 
Reward Points

Katie Woodroofe Outstanding Progress and Effort 
(girl)

Harry Kliaris Outstanding Progress and Effort 
(boy)

Ella Morley The Friends Award for 
contribution to The Skinners’ 
Kent Academy Community

Samuel Wheeler The ‘Face’ of The Skinners’ Kent 
Academy

Year 12 Team Schools ICT Business and 
Enterprise Trophy

Matthew Hunter Sound Environments KS3

Daisy Grace Fordham Sound Environments KS4

Fabian Chatfield Sound Environments KS5

Nathan Friend Maths Challenge Award (Junior)

Khojiakbar Khamrakulov Maths Challenge Award (Senior)

Antonino Megna
Miriam Megna

Charity Shield

Harry Clark SKA Friends’ Prize for Personal 
Growth and Development

Zech Tyler ‘Strength in Adversity’ Award 
for achievements in difficult 
circumstances

Isaac Afrifa Springboard Marketing Cup for 
Promoting the Academy

Ella Morley
Geminii Parker
Daniel Speight
Samuel Wheeler

Recognition for their hard work 
and dedication in their role as 
Head Students this year

Harry Clark The Skinners’ Kent Academy 
Extra Curricular Shield for his 
dedication to running clubs

2015 prizewinners

2015 prizewinners
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SUBJECT AWARDS

Student Achievement Award

Honor Boulton Food Technology – Year 10

Chloe Gifford Food Technology – Year 11

Cerys Crook Humanities – Year 7

Muhemmed  
Qureshi

Humanities – Year 8

Rosalind Carvell Humanities – Year 9

Honor Boulton Geography – Year 10

Ella Morley Geography – Year 11

Nathan Friend Mathematics – Year 7

Andrew Taylor Mathematics – Year 8

Rosalind Carvell Mathematics – Year 9

Khojiakbar 
Khamrakulov

Mathematics – Year 10

Samuel Small Mathematics – Year 11

Catherine-Jane 
Cornish

PE – Year 8

David Ellis PE – Year 9

Constance Everett GCSE PE – Year 10

Robert Kruger GCSE PE – Year 11

Callum Humphrey RE – Year 10

Chloe Gifford RE – Year 11

Cerys Crook Performing Arts – Year 7

Barnaby Brown Performing Arts – Year 8

Samuel Couchman Performing Arts – Year 9

Thorne Stopps Technology – Year 7

Jenny Burns Technology – Year 8

Sidney Cornish Technology – Year 9

Lily Morley Textiles – Year 10

Finley Crowhurst Resistant Materials – Year 10

Daisy-Grace 
Fordham

Resistant Materials – Year 11

Bel’Anna Jepson History – Year 10

SUBJECT AWARDS continued

Student Achievement Award

Samuel Wheeler History – Year 11

Aliki Grammenos-
Hewett

Music – Year 10

Shelby Wright Leisure & Tourism – Year 11

Sarah Cocking English – Year 7

Hugh Glasspool English – Year 8

Alistair Reed English – Year 9

Eleanor Goldfinch English – Year 10

Isabella Donmall English – Year 11

Javier Sequeira Science – Year 7

Esme Ryan Science – Year 8

Isobel Hall Science – Year 9

Callum Humphrey Science – Year 10

Ella Morley Science – Year 11

Thomas Lynch Drama – Year 10

Selena Waghorn Drama – Year 11

Natasha Montague Modern Foreign Languages – Year 7

Andrew Batchelor Modern Foreign Languages – Year 8

Rosalind Carvell Modern Foreign Languages – Year 9

Benjamin Rees Modern Foreign Languages – Year 10

Ella Morley Modern Foreign Languages – Year 11

Gracie Franklin Art – Year 7

Amy Puddick Art – Year 8

Yasmina Tarki Art – Year 9

Lily Morley Art – Year 10

Amelia Bamber Art – Year 11

Lucy Ellis The International Baccalaureate – 
Year 12
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News

Whole Academy 
Remembrance 2015
On 11 November 2015 at 11am The Skinners’ 
Kent Academy were together as a community 
holding a minute’s silence to remember all 
those who have fallen in war.
Prior to the silence, which was impeccably kept, we used music, 
images and poetry to reflect on both world wars. The opening 
film depicted the British Army through the ages and helped 
students, staff and guests alike to begin to think about sacrifice.

Mr Willoughby explained the significance of remembering the 
dead. ‘In Flanders fields’ was read out followed by a summary 
of the ‘war to end all wars’. Three senior students then read a 
selection of real letters sent by those who were on the frontline. 
The reality of each situation was very moving.

Mr Willoughby then spoke about Edith Cavell who was put to 
death a century ago. She was a nurse who helped both allied 
and enemy forces. Her crime though was helping Allied prisoners 
escape into Holland. She was shot by a German firing squad on 
12 October 1915. Her most famous quote just days before she 
died was: “Patriotism is not enough. I must have no hatred or 
bitterness towards anyone.”

An interview was then shown with Les Green who had fought 
in North Africa and Sicily. He told some amazing stories and was 
clearly still affected by what he had seen and experienced. It was 
poignant then that after the Last Post and the Exhortation that he 
dedicated our freedom to all the friends he had lost during World 
War II when reading The Kohima Epitaph: “When you go home, 
tell them of us and say; for your tomorrow, we gave our today.”

For anyone wanting to read more about Les Green, he kindly 
left us a copy of his story in the Library.

News in brief
Annual SKA Friends Reception
The Annual SKA Friends Reception on 14 May was a great 
success with around 30 guests welcomed to the evening for 
an update on Academy progress and a presentation from 
Lord Evans of Weardale on ‘The UK Security Challenges of 
the 21st Century’. A rapt audience heard presentations from 
Sian Carr, Matthew Tompkins and Lord Evans, then enjoyed 
a canapé reception in the Pen & Paper.

Christmas charitable support
Once again we will be hosting Christmas lunch for around 
30 older people in our neighbourhood. Sixth Form students 
raised funds by selling refreshment at the Halloween disco 
as part of their Community Service work which will be used 
to provide lunch, refreshments and gifts for those attending. 

Students are also supporting the Mayor of Tunbridge Wells’ 
Christmas Toybox Appeal and the local food bank. Newton 
House students have been collecting for food hampers which 
will be distributed by Shelter at Christmas.

Parents, Teachers and Friends Association (PTFA)
Once again the PTFA has supported the Academy in a number 
of ways. In March there was another fun Quiz night which 
was well attended by parent and staff teams alike.

At the start of the new academic year in October, a very 
successful Year 7 and 8 parent Cheese and Wine evening took 
place for over 100 people providing an excellent information 
networking opportunity to meet others new to the Academy. 
Together these events raised £1,000 for the Academy.

The PTFA has also helped out at open events for prospective 
parents throughout the year offering invaluable advice to 
those considering the Academy, as well as helping with 
refreshments. 

Beautiful table settings at this year’s summer prom for Year 10-13 students, which 
took place at The Royal Wells Hotel – a good time was had by all!

Staff and students have been snapping away on their iPads throughout 2015 to 
create an Academy calendar for 2016
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Gym gold for Hector
Congratulations to Year 7 student Hector Kinghorn who, with his gym partner, 
won Gold at the European Acrobatic Gymnastics Championships in Germany 
in September.

The duo were representing Great Britain in the Men’s Pairs 11-16 age group. 
Hector is now looking to the future and has aspirations to be selected for the 
World Championships in China in 2016.

As we go to print, we 
have just heard that 
year 10 student Ellie 
Scott-Cole (right) has 
been elected as  a 
member of the Kent 
Youth  Counc i l  for 
2016. Ellie is one of 
four members elected 
to represent young 
people in Tunbridge 
Wells. 

Kent Youth County 
Counci l  voices the 
views and opinions 
of Kent’s young people. It helps young people 
understand the importance of engaging in the 
democratic process and learn how their vote can 
make a difference.

Four young people are elected to represent 
each district in Kent. Each year the new members 
choose three issues to campaign on. Ellie said: “I 
feel that I can have a positive impact on today’s 
society, focusing mainly on the knowledge and 
welfare of our youth.”
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Hector Kinghorn and his gym partner performing their superb routine

SKA Year 7s walked 
10 miles! 
In the summer we went to Knole Park. 
We left the Academy and walked to 
High Brooms station. It took us about 24 
minutes. We all had a drink and a snack 
when waiting for the train to arrive. 

 The train arrived and we headed off to 
Sevenoaks. We had a laugh and had a fun 
time. We then arrived in Sevenoaks and 
walked to Knole Park, it took 30 minutes 
or more. We walked in through the main 
entrance and it was beautiful with so much 
nature everywhere! We walked through a 
huge river that has now dried up. We saw 
lots of deer everywhere and took photos 
of them. We stopped to have lunch, then 
played games and had lots of fun. At the 
end a deer came up to us and stayed with us 
for about 15 minutes and was happy for us 
to stroke it. We started to walk back to the 
station, and Mr Blake gave us sweets which 
was really nice of him.
Luka Morley

Learning mentor 
My name is Georgie Bailey and I am currently 
working as a Learning Mentor at The Skinners’ 
Kent Academy.

I left Tunbridge Wells Girls’ Grammar School after 
taking A Levels in biology, geography and psychology 
and I will be starting a degree in Geography with 
Physical and Sport Education at St Mary’s University 
in 2016.

Teaching has always interested me as a career and 
I was lucky enough to be offered the position of a Learning Mentor, which will 
give me valuable experience working in a school.

At the Academy my role is to assist the teaching staff in lessons to support 
children in their studies. I mainly assist in the Specialism Faculty focusing on 
Science however, I also support in other subjects. As I play netball regularly I 
also assist at the Academy’s Netball Club and at matches. I am looking forward 
to helping in other extra-curricular clubs in the terms to come.

I am thoroughly enjoying my role at The Skinners’ Kent Academy and 
working with young people is extremely rewarding and an absolute pleasure. 
As I encounter new experiences every day my confidence is growing and I am 
learning new skills that I will be able to apply in my career. I look forward to 
what the role has to offer in my future at the Academy. 
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