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Welcome

2016: a truly 
outstanding year
The Skinners’ Kent Academy Trust has a 
relentless focus on supporting our young 
people to be the best they can be.
The students, parents, governors and staff work exceptionally 
hard to ensure this happens on a day to day basis.

In June 2016 this commitment was recognised by Ofsted when, 
following their two-day inspection, they found our Academy to be 
outstanding in all areas of its work. There is more information on 
the findings of the Ofsted visit within this edition of Equus . This is 
a wonderful accolade and checkpoint but not an end point . The 
Skinners’ Kent Academy will continue to strive for excellence for 
every young person in our care believing that our best can always 
become even better.

2016 was an action-packed year with a good number of trips 
and visits that you will read about within this edition of Equus . 
With so many great experiences it is difficult to select one 
highlight, however the recipient of this year’s Travel Award had 
what he described as a life changing time in Nepal. In blistering 
heat and ‘basic’ home comforts, Jasper Rouwen became 
immersed in a culture ravaged by poverty and recent natural 
disasters. Jasper’s unique but eloquent writing style reveals a 
number of the adventures he experienced, providing a vivid 
insight into his time in Nepal. Forthcoming trips for our students 
include visits to China, Poland, Austria, The Hague and a number 
of trips within the UK as we continue to widen the range of 
opportunities open to them.

In a year which has seen many political changes, both at home 
and abroad, we continue to develop and enhance both the 
effectiveness and the relevance of our curriculum. As the pace 
of technological development increases throughout the world 
our international approach to learning becomes more important.  
In March 2016, The Skinners’ Kent Academy was awarded World 
School Status for the International Baccalaureate Career-related 
Programme. This course offers the opportunity for our Sixth Form 
students to develop a wide range of skills to help equip them for 
the world of work and further study .

Skinners’ Kent Primary School moved to its new site in 
September 2016 . The school is situated on the new Knights 
Wood development, offering state of the art facilities and an 
International Baccalaureate curriculum to primary aged students. 
The new buildings were officially opened by Greg Clark, MP for 
Tunbridge Wells and Secretary of State for Business, Energy 
and Industrial Strategy in October 2016 who noted the high 
standards and expectations of the Skinners’ Schools. The school 
is already reporting excellent progress outcomes for its pupils 
and is destined for great success.

The progress for students at The Skinners’ Kent Academy was 
significantly above national levels yet again this year. With GCSEs 
going through a time of transition, more content being added and 
the exams becoming longer and more intense, it is as important 
as ever that we maintain momentum in this area of our work. 
The development of every child as an individual is a key driver for 
the Academy but academic outcomes are still a critical indicator 
for future education opportunities and employers.

The Skinners’ Kent Academy family is thriving. Students, 
parents and staff are working together to support young people 
to be the best they can be. There is no one-size-fits-all answer. 
What works one day is not guaranteed to work the next, but our 
collective support of one another and determination to support 
these young people is creating an inclusive, focussed and safe 
environment for them to realise their full potential. 

Sian Carr Matthew Tompkins
Executive Principal Principal
The Skinners’ Kent Academy The Skinners’ Kent Academy  
and Skinners’ Kent Primary  
School
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Skinners’ kent  
Primary School

Pride in our 
success
SKPS first opened its doors to 
pupils on Thursday 3 September 
2015, in a temporary building 
on the site of The Skinners’ Kent 
Academy, whilst the new build 
was completed at Knights Wood. 
In July 2016, the school relocated to the new 
site, ready for the new academic year in 
September. Facilities now include a sports pitch 
and sports hall, habitat area, specialist teaching 
rooms, large outdoor play and learning areas 
and well equipped classrooms.

SKPS is sponsored by The Skinners’ Foundation 
and is led and managed by The Skinners’ Kent 
Academy Trust . The leadership team consists of 
Mrs Carr, Executive Principal of The Skinners’ 
Kent Academy Trust and Miss Faircloth, 
Headteacher of SKPS. SKPS works closely with 
the Trust leadership team to ensure success for 
all . Oakley School leads a satellite class within 
SKPS which offers an inclusive provision for 
pupils with specialist educational needs.

The curriculum is enhanced at SKPS by many 
specialist teachers from SKA, including Drama, 
PE, Music, French and Science. It offers the 
International Baccalaureate (IB) Primary Years 
Programme (PYP) alongside the National and 
Early Years Curriculum. SKPS works closely 
alongside SKA to provide an all-through IB 
ethos from Reception class through to the Sixth 
Form.

SKPS takes pride in its success and to achieve 
this sets high standards with clear expectations,  
focusing on encouragement underpinned by 
good discipline. Staff, pupils and parents work 
together to ensure that our motto ‘Pride in our 
success’ means:
• Pride in our work
• Pride in our behaviour and attitude
• Pride in our attendance and punctuality
• Pride in our uniform and the way we look
• Pride in our commitment to learning and 

achievement
• Pride in our contribution to our SKPS 

community .

Message from the Headteacher, 
Miss Faircloth
When I wrote a message this time last year for Equus, SKPS had only been 
open for four months, during which time we had welcomed the first intake 
of pupils into our temporary building and set the foundation for our first 
academic year. Fast forward 12 months and we are now firmly established 
in our new school and are growing!

Our cohort of 32 pupils from the last academic year was joined in September 
by a new Reception Class of 30 pupils, and with additional pupils joining our 
Year 2 class we now have 69 pupils, with four pupils in the Oakley satellite 
class. We will continue to grow year on year to a capacity of 210 pupils across 
seven classes.

Interest for September 2017 intake is high, and we have held a number of 
tours to show prospective parents our school. Whilst we are lucky to have 
such fantastic facilities, these mean very little if there is not the commitment 
and support from our staff, governors, pupils and parents/carers to make 
the absolute most of the facilities we have, and, most importantly, fulfil our 
commitment to provide personalised learning for all, to ensure that we meet 
the needs of all pupils and enable them to reach their full potential.

We are very lucky to have supportive families, and our main objective 
during this new academic year is for the formation of a Parents, Teachers and 
Friends Association (PTFA). This objective was shared with and supported 
by parents at a recent Parent Forum, with an agreed prime focus for all 
fundraising across our school to raise money to fund the Key Stages 1 and 2 
playground .

 Now that our school is growing, we have also this year been able to take up 
offers made last year for voluntary help within our school, and all our pupils 
are benefiting greatly from our parent volunteers. 

 But enough about us now! Equus celebrates achievements over the last 
year, and ours have been many.

We held a number of events for parents/carers: monthly come and read 
sessions, three parent forums; seven interactive workshops, Mother’s Day 
celebration, Father’s Day breakfast; open classrooms and Sports Day. All were 
very well attended, and with such positive feedback received from parents/
carers, this year’s diary is based on similar events, with additional events 
added now that we have the space to cater for larger numbers. We will host 
our first visiting pantomime performance in December for our pupils and 
their families .

 We supported NSPCC fundraising for Numbers Day, raising £217 and World 
Book Day was great fun, with all staff dressing up as well!

 To support our learning, we also had visits from Kent Fire and Rescue 
Service and Kent Police, went on school trips to Lucy’s Little Forest School and 
Dunorlan Park, and recently held Diwali celebrations led by a Year 1 parent.

On the next page there are some great memories that stand out from the 
last year!

“We are committed to providing personalised learning 
for all, to ensure that we meet the needs of all pupils 
and enable them to reach their full potential”
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Our egg-citing 
Living Eggs project
In support of their International 
Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme Unit 
of Enquiry for Term 5 ‘We need to appreciate 
and care for the world around us’, we hosted 
a Living Eggs project.
In May 2016, 10 eggs were delivered to us and a live feed was 
set up, accessible for viewing by all SKPS pupils, parents, staff 
and governors, and also SKA staff. It proved an absolute hit!

The first hatching took place at 10pm that evening, with parents 
waking their children up to view it, with further hatchings during 
the night. Hatchings during the day were watched by the pupils, 
and as the chicks were moved from the egg incubator into a 
hatching box, the pupils took turns to care for them.

Pupils were so inspired by the chicks they created beautiful 
art work, safety posters, instruction manuals and diary inputs 
throughout the fortnight, which they then shared with their 
parents at a Parent Evening drop in session. They took part in 
a debate in order to name them and decided the fairest way to 
decide was to have a vote, agreeing on the names Poppy, Messy, 
Fluffy, Daisy, Eva, Joey, Kai, Chicky and Feathers!

Staff at SKPS were amazed at the support, enthusiasm and 
fun that this project generated . The children enjoyed the 
enrichment experience and the chicks were very patient with 
them! The project proved to be a wonderful bonding and learning 
experience for all the SKPS community.

Meeting a fluffy friend as part of our Living Eggs project

Lucy’s Little Forest trip
In Term 4, pupils and staff embarked on our first ever school 
trip to Lucy’s Little Forest School in East Sussex.

The trip provided many fantastic opportunities for learning 
and discovery, including a fairy tale story telling session 
through the woods where pupils designed and built their 
own fairy houses .

Pupils also spent time in the mud kitchen writing their own 
recipes and cooking some delicious treats (if you enjoy the 
taste of mud, leaves and twigs, that is!)

The Queen’s 90th birthday 
celebration at SKPS
In June we had our own celebrations at SKPS for the Queen.

Whilst sadly she was unable to attend our party, we had 
fun celebrating! During the day the pupils learnt about the 
Royal Family, made crowns, birthday cards, looked at flags 
from around the world and decorated biscuits . The party 
itself was a success with some wonderful cakes and tombola 
prizes, lucky dip, guess the staff baby photo, face painting 
and the sale of our beautifully decorated and filled (by the 
children) colourful cups!

The party raised £270 towards purchasing new sports 
equipment .

Discovering nature’s treasures at Lucy’s Little Forest School 

Staff in fancy dress for World Book Day – can you name all the characters?
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Celebrating the opening 
of our new building
We formally opened on Friday 23 September 2016 and 
the event was a success, with 150 guests joining staff and 
pupils to celebrate this momentous occasion.
Our new building was officially opened by Greg Clark, MP for Tunbridge Wells 
and Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy.

The event was attended by members of The Skinners’ Company and 
representatives from Kent County Council, Tunbridge Wells Borough Council, 
Baxall Construction Ltd (the construction company who built the new primary 
school building), parents and other invited guests.

A highlight of the event was our pupils confidently standing up and singing our 
school song to open the ceremony. A video of this event can be viewed on the 
SKPS website .

Our ‘parents as partners’ workshops help share the learning
To help Early Years Foundation Stage parents/carers support learning at home, we provide workshops for them so that they 
can understand the basics of how their child learns to read, write, count and do simple arithmetic, including participating 
in a lesson, and how these skills can be encouraged and developed at home.

The feedback we received from parents/carers last academic year about the workshops was fantastic, and we know that this 
enabled them to positively support learning at home. We have already started a series of workshops for this academic year, 
and again feedback has been positive. In the words of a parent, it was “great to see my child working in class and to work with 
him, fantastic, loved it.” Last year we established and set the foundations for our school and now we continue to build on these.

We look forward with great enthusiasm to updating you all next year on the great experiences, achievements and learning 
adventures we have planned for all.

Proud dads tucking in at our Father’s Day breakfast

MP Greg Clark and Executive Principal Sian Carr with students at the opening

Planting a commemorative tree

The new primary school building



PAGE 7

The Skinners’  
kent Academy 

An outstanding 
Ofsted rating
In June 2016 we had a two-day Ofsted inspection 
as a result of which the Academy has been 
judged to be outstanding in all areas.
The key findings from the report are reproduced on this page 
and we take great pride in this success as it justifiably reflects the 
enormous amount of hard work, dedication and determination 
shown by students, parents/carers, staff and governors at the 
Academy.

Summary of key findings for parents and pupils

This is an outstanding school

• The school is led by an exceptional and ambitious executive 
principal, skilfully supported by the principal, senior team 
and governors. Together they have created a culture based 
on the belief that all pupils can achieve well.

• The very high quality of teaching leads to pupils making 
outstanding progress. Teachers use their very strong subject 
knowledge and understanding of pupils’ needs to prepare 
very well-structured lessons. These, together with probing 
questions and valuable feedback, contribute to pupils’ high 
achievement.

• Outcomes for pupils are excellent. Pupils make excellent 
progress across a wide range of subjects, whatever their 
circumstances .

• Disadvantaged pupils make similar and sometimes better 
progress than other pupils nationally because school leaders 
ensure that they receive extensive and effective support.

• Excellent behaviour in classrooms and around the school 
means that pupils get on very well together and are 
exceptionally keen to learn. They are polite, friendly and 
very supportive of each other.

• The welfare and safety of pupils are a very high priority for 
all staff. Staff work closely with parents and external agencies 
to ensure that pupils get any support they might need .

• The Sixth Form is skilfully led and managed. Students make 
excellent progress from their starting points.

• Governors are highly committed and know the school well. 
Members of the governing body bring to their roles a wealth 
of experience, skills and knowledge, which enables them to 
support further improvements to the school.

• The curriculum helps pupils grow into self-confident, 
inquiring and resilient learners . Pupils are able to discuss 
challenging and complex issues in highly articulate and 
reflective ways.

Inspection Wednesday 8 to Thursday 9 June 2016

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

Effectiveness of leadership and 
management

Outstanding

Quality of teaching, learning and 
assessment

Outstanding

Personal development, behaviour 
and welfare

Outstanding

Outcomes for pupils Outstanding

16 to 19 study programmes Outstanding
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Science

Science  
Department 
workshop trip to 
Benenden
The Science Department took a class of 
Year 10 students to Benenden School in 
Cranbrook for a day of science workshops.
There we joined a number of other local schools for a selection 
of science-related activities.

Firstly, there was a presentation and lecture on art fraud, and 
how science is used to detect fake works of art . This included 
analysing the materials used, the type of paint and even 
the style of brushstrokes, to see whether they matched the 
correct time and place when the artist was supposed to have 
painted the picture. It also posed an interesting question. If an 
apprentice copied his master’s work of art, which they did, is it a  
forgery?

Next was a lecture on nanotechnology by a research student 
from Imperial College, who was working on making plastic 
electrical conductors .

The best however was saved until last. In the afternoon the 
students had a CSI workshop which included trying to rebuild a 
skeleton, taking and analysing fingerprints and an autopsy with 
a specially-made life size autopsy dummy (must get one for the 
department).

There were even some real case studies of murder victims 
where they had to suggest what might have happened from 
crime scene photographs, some of which were quite graphic . 
Although this was fascinating, it was certainly not an activity for 
the squeamish!

A big bang at the  
Discovery Park 

A Year 10 Science class attended a Big Bang 
event on Friday 18 March at the Discovery 
Park in Sandwich.

They attended workshops, a Science 
Show and visited interactive exhibition stands 
to discover how interesting Science can be. 

During the trip, students also took part in 
some fascinating practical experiments. They 
froze flowers and bananas in dry ice, made 
stable structures from marshmallows and 
spaghetti and created balloon DNA.

Student-led Eco Team have had a 
very busy first year
This year has seen the beginnings of a student led Eco Team, supported by 
the Humanities Faculty, Science Faculty and Facilities Management Team. 
By the end of the year the team had 15 regular members, mainly from Years 
7 and 8, and was led by two very capable Year 9 students.

In their inaugural year, the Eco Team have run a logo competition amongst 
their peers, undertaken a litter audit and organised and ran a cake stall at 
SKAFest to raise money for water butts and allotment plants. 

With assistance from the Graham Facilities Management Team, members 
of the Eco Team have visited the Electrical Switch Room and will be visiting 
the Academy Plant Room as part of their contribution to an ongoing focus on 
energy management within the Academy this coming year .

Could you put this human jigsaw puzzle back together?
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Nxplorers 
project ideas
The Nxplorers project is a fantastic 
opportunity for inquisitive, 
resourceful and diverse students 
to discover sustainable solutions 
to complex problems.
It is sponsored by Shell to promote a more 
complex way of thinking for 14-16 year-olds.

This is the second year we have run this project 
and once again the outcome was amazing . This 
year students in Years 9 and 10 were given the 
opportunity to travel to a local charity farm and 
design ways in which the farm can become, 
and remain, sustainable . The students then 
presented to members of staff here at the 
Academy and organisers of the Nxplorers project.

The students worked extremely well as a 
team and gave up their own time after school 
and even on a Saturday to research, create and 
practise their presentations. Their ideas included 
layered allotments; involving the community in 
caring for the allotments and growing potatoes 
to make ethanol as a source of fuel for the 
tractor. Students even researched how many 
potatoes they would need in order to maintain 
a sustainable resource . 

 It was an outstanding achievement for all 
students involved and certainly gave them a 
global view of issues faced by local businesses in 
creating a more sustainable environment. The experiment is safer than it looks!

Students giving a Nxplorers presentation

Demonstrating flammable bubbles at a science open evening
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Expressive 
Arts

Year 7 to Year 11 projects
The new Year 7s this year have been introduced to art and design 
through a mixed media project that focusses on the elements 
of art and the terms ‘mixed media’ and ‘still life’.

They are learning about line, shape, tone, texture and colour. 
They will be using the skills learnt through the exploration of 
the elements to create an artwork made up of multiple still life 
drawings in multiple mediums. 

The Year 8s are exploring ‘sweet and savoury’ food objects 
in the creation of sketch book exercises and a final A3 artwork. 
They have been drawing lollipops, sweets and cupcakes, and 
in comparison they will look at healthy food options such as 
vegetables and fruit. The aim is to explore drawing and painting 
in wet and dry media and the use of lettering in an artwork.

Students in Year 9 are exploring the theme of ‘the beach’. They 
have been creating amazing texture explorations, observational 
drawings of shells and will be creating an artwork that combines 
2D painting and drawing with low relief textural work. The final 
artworks will combine large detailed imagery of shells with more 
abstract and expressive backgrounds.

Year 10 Art students are exploring the idea of self-portraiture in 
the context of ‘forest portraits’. They will be looking at the work 
of artists Frida Kahlo and Irma Stern for inspiration. This term 
they have been working on animal, plant and facial studies. The 
resulting paintings should fuse all these studies together into the 
creation of a symbolic, layered portrait.

The Year 11s are working on their GCSE course work project 
and have spent the first term working on their sketch books in 
preparation for a mock final artwork. This is to prepare them for 
their final GCSE exam which will be handed out after Christmas.

Wishing all the Art students a productive, exciting and 
rewarding year ahead!

GCSE Art examinations
Huge congratulations to this year’s GCSE Art students; 68% 
achieved grades between A*-C.

There was an increase from last year in A and B grades and 
Lily Morley gained our first A*. They had some interesting themes 
to work from, including ‘tranquil’, ‘eyes’, ‘change’, ‘wheels’ and 
‘planting’ which inspired some very imaginative and thought-
provoking paintings. The work was displayed in an impressive 
exhibition at the Academy and was admired by all.

A Level Art examinations
A small but talented group of five students worked very hard 
to produce some outstanding work.

The standard seems to get higher each year, so we were 
especially proud of Jasper Rouwen and Liam Grant who both 
gained grade A .

GCSE coursework

Year 9 batik

GCSE examination work by Daisy Cooper

GCSE exam work by Sanjay Ganesh
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Turner Contemporary Gallery
Ben Powell was awarded a Highly Commended certificate with 
his artwork called ‘Landscape with Trees’ being exhibited at the 
Turner Contemporary Gallery in Margate.

Max Trafford, whose painting was named ‘Landscape with 
Flowers’ was also shortlisted. There were over 1,000 submissions 
from schools across Kent and only 18 shortlisted . 

Corpus Christie art project
The students were given the task of designing a cockerel puppet 
based on the theme of ‘adventure’. Early designs were varied 
and innovative, using a blend of human, animal and even dragon 
imagery.

On Thursday 17 March 2016 these students joined groups 
from all other Skinners’ Company schools at The Skinners’ Kent 
Academy Art Department in Tunbridge Wells to work alongside 
theatre designer Anna Driftmier . Anna initially spoke to the 
students about her work in puppetry, exhibited examples of her 
work and explained the puppet-making process.

The SKA group of students then quickly refined their initial ideas 
to produce designs for a cockerel puppet based on a ‘machine/
robot’ style cockerel that was suitable for adventures in different 
parts of the globe. The final design, which was overseen by the 
leader of the group Isobel Hall, contained many intricate symbols 
of machinery such as cogs and linkages .

‘Change’ self-portrait 
Felix Rouwen’s GCSE examination piece was shortlisted for 
the Schools Competition at the International Art Fair held in 
Tunbridge Wells Assembly Hall in June 2016.

His painting sat alongside many other impressive works from 
local schools such as Sevenoaks School, The Skinners’ School and 
Walthamstow Hall.

Ben Powell next to his artwork ‘Landscape with Trees’

Year 8 clay tiles

A Level artwork

A Level artwork by Lliam Grant Felix Rouwen beside his self-portrait
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SkAFest, drama  
and music

Our third SKAFest was 
an incredible success
On Wednesday 13 July 2016, The Academy held its 
third SKAFest arts festival, celebrating the huge array of 
achievements in performing arts and physical education.
The event was a resounding success, raising a record breaking £549.61 for the 
Kent, Surrey and Sussex Air Ambulance, £64 more than last year’s festival.

The Academy is fortunate enough to have such a wealth of talented students 
who bravely performed for three hours in the evening to an audience of their peers, 
parents and members of staff. Three rock bands, a choir, a drama performance, 
a gymnastics show and a variety of individual acts. With the contributions of a 
sweet shop and the Eco-Team’s fantastic cake stall, this event was truly a team 
effort which came together to produce the best SKAFest yet. Roll on next year!

Year 10 GCSE 
Controlled 
Assessment
Theatre-in-education performance 
to Reception and Year 1 students 
from Skinners’ Kent Primary 
School (February to May 2016)

A huge well done to Year 10 Drama students 
who created their own devised dramas to 
engage and charm a target audience from 
our ever-growing SKA ‘family’ of SKPS 
young students.

Students started the project finding out 
about the target age of 5-6 year-olds with 
responses to their questions in written 
form from Miss Faircloth, the Headteacher 
of SKPS. Students then selected different 
fairy tales to adapt, all with strong messages 
including: valuing family time, from Michael 
Rosen’s We’re Going On a Bear Hunt; not 
taking what wasn’t theirs, from Goldilocks 
and the Three Bears; effort outperforms 
natural ability, in Hare and the Tortoise, and 
never to play with matches, in Fireman Sam . 
The students pitched the work beautifully to 
the visiting youngsters, receiving squeals of 
delight and plenty of audience participation 
as they delivered some well-paced comedy.

Year 11 Final Controlled Assessment Neil Bartlett’s adaption of Oliver!

The night before their final practical 
controlled assessment, 21 nervous 
and excited final year drama students 
performed their scenes from Oliver! to 
a packed audience of friends and family 
in the Drama studio.

There was a real buzz on the night, 
and many students were performing 
publicly for the first time alongside 
those with previous theatre experience. 
The feedback from friends, family and 
staff before their exam was a big boost 
and many thanks to Trinity Theatre who 
helped support the production by sharing 
costumes and technical expertise. Special 
thanks to the Year 10s who hosted the 
evening’s refreshments with Ms Ahmed. 

Standout performances the following 
night from Raphael Tatoolian, Harvey 
Ebbage, Zech Tyler, Taron Hamilton-
Moore and Constance Everett secured 
A* grades at practical moderation, with 
Constance and Raphael scoring full 
marks!

Current GCSE students are exploring 
play texts and are looking forward to a 
workshop with the playwright of their 
set text, Too Much Punch for Judy, Mark 
Wheeller. Year 11 students are looking 
forward to visiting another GCSE cohort 
at a London school to see what exam 
board has deemed excellent work in 
order to model their own practical work 
in readiness for a visiting examiner. 

It has been a real pleasure to start the 
academic year with an emphasis on 
technical theatre and so far we have 
several students already opting for Lighting 
and Sound as an GCSE design option.

The Technical  Theatre Club has 
started and grown in numbers as a 
consequence, and the after school Drama 
Club is preparing work to perform in the 
community .

Year 8 students are learning how to 
take direction, annotate script and put 
together, as a whole class, a production 
of Carol Ann Duffy’s Grimm Tales at 
Christmas . This learning will culminate 
in a whole Year 8 performance to one 
another of their work . 

SKAFest 2016 had something for everyone – from flags... ...to fancy fret work on the guitar
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SkA Partnership  
with the LcO

Music Junction 
Project
This year, nine SKA students from Years 7 and 
8 took part in the London Chamber Orchestra’s 
(LCO) Music Junction Project.
From January the students were given the wonderful 
opportunity to receive professional mentoring and coaching 
and to work alongside the LCO’s musicians as co-collaborators 
on a specially commissioned piece of music with a theme of 
‘heroes and anti-heroes’.

The piece, called I am You, Brave and Strong, was written by 
Music Junction composer Cheryl Frances-Hoad and contained 
a movement set to words written by students from all the 
schools taking part. The work also featured a tune given to the 
LCO’s Education and Outreach Artistic Director by the eminent 
composer Sir Peter Maxwell Davies shortly before he died. At 
the final day-long rehearsal in London, students were excited 
to receive a visit from the Patron of the LCO, HRH The Duchess 
of Cornwall, who listened to the rehearsal and then met 
representatives from each school; she was introduced to our Year 
7 student Charlie Vernon-Hickey.

 The finale of the project was a concert which took place at 
London’s Cadogan Hall on Friday 6 May and gave the students 
a chance not only to appear on stage with the LCO, but to 
hear them perform other pieces including Haydn’s Symphony 
No. 100 ‘Military’ (which involved performers parading exotic 
percussion instruments through the audience!) Afterwards, each 
student was asked to sum up their experience and how it made 
them feel in a single word they offered the following: fantastic, 
memorable, bold, proud, exciting, breathtaking, unique, fun and 
overwhelming (but in a good way). 

‘Flash mob’ makes our break
The LCO visited The Skinners’ Kent Academy in early 
November and gave another impressive ‘flash mob’ 
performance to students at break time. 

Afterwards, 10 students across Year 7 and 8 were selected 
to take part in the next phase of the LCO Music Junction 
project . They will learn how to play an orchestral instrument 
in preparation for a performance with the LCO in 2017.

The concert at Cadogen Hall in London

Students Christianna and Thomas Student Charlie

HRH The Duchess of Cornwall visited the final rehearsal

A student getting to grips with a double bass during the LCO ‘flash mob’
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Sport

Motivation, 
enthusiasm and 
dedication: a great 
year of sport
2016 has been a year to remember for sport 
and exercise at the Academy. Students’ 
motivation and enthusiasm coupled with 
the dedication of staff has seen our students 
achieve great success and enjoyment in many 
different activities. 
The Physical Education department, consisting of Mr Flack, Mr 
Rowe and Miss Kent, are committed to offering students as 
many opportunities as possible, hoping to motivate them to 
take part in sport outside the Academy in community clubs as 
well as in our extensive enrichment programme.

Over the course of 2015, the enrichment programme which 
our students benefitted from has included football, netball, 
hockey, rugby, basketball, badminton, tennis, gymnastics, dance, 
trampolining, rounders, cricket and athletics. 

 Football has been a very popular club again this year, with 
record numbers attending training sessions, for both boys and 
girls teams. The current Year 10 cohort had their most successful 
season ever, with five wins, one loss and two draws. Captain, 
Joshua Leese, had a sensational season, and was rewarded with 
the Sportsman of the Year award. 

 Athletics is always a very popular club in the summer 
months. We have a high number of students competing in local 
competitions, and we have fielded boys and girls teams in Years 
7, 8 and 9. Whilst attending competitions at tracks like Tonbridge 
School and Sevenoaks School, we have seen some inspiring team 
and individual performances. Specials mentions have to go to 
Abbigail Quinnell, Harriett Gatt, Amelia Stevenson and Davina 
Peers . 

 Netball continues to be very popular at the Academy with over 
50 students participating in the club led by Miss Kent. There are 
4 teams from Year 7 to Year 10 who compete in leagues against 
local schools. The students are very committed to the club and 
Senior House students coach Junior House students at the training 
sessions. There is a fantastic atmosphere within the squad and 
training is a great opportunity for students to build friendships 
and have fun.

 We enjoyed our first cricket season in 2016 fielding our first 
Year 7 team, which we plan to build on next year. The squad gelled 
as a team very quickly and put in some incredible performances, 
with a stunning record of five wins, one draw and one defeat. 

Well done to the whole team, with special mentions going to Ben 
Hobden, Ben O’Brian and Evan Cornish. 

We have continued to develop clubs run by external coaches 
again this year, in particular dance, gymnastics and rugby. In 
partnership with Alex from Tunbridge Wells Rugby Club we have 
been running training sessions, with the hope of competing in 
some local fixtures next season. Gymnastics, run by local Level 
2 coach Stuart Wilson, has been so popular that we are now 
planning to run it on two nights in order to accommodate the 
high level interest we have had. We are attending our first team 
competition in Folkestone next March. 

Catherine-Jane Cornish, currently in Year 10, is representing 
Kent for rugby. Her determination and love for the sport is 
evident as she trains and competes for Tunbridge Wells twice a 
week. Catherine attended the Kent training squad for four weeks 
in preparation for the match selection, with two Kent trials and 
call backs. The Skinners’ Kent Academy is extremely proud of 
her achievements and are very much looking forward to seeing 
Catherine-Jane being victorious in the sport next year.

Catherine-Jane Cornish
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Four days in Osmington Bay
In June 2016, 42 Year 9 students spent four days on an adventurous outdoor 
activity trip in Osmington Bay, Dorset.

They took part in a wide range of activities including quad biking, shooting, 
zip wire and dragon boating at the British Olympic Sailing Club. At one point 
it seemed that the whole group was involved in a friendly football match 
against some German students .

Students were able to develop their teamwork and leadership skills as well 
as tackle any fear of heights through several climbing activities. The students 
were a credit to the Academy and bonded fantastically well as a group.

Whether wet or dry, the activities helped develop teamwork and leadership skills Quad biking was a very popular activity on the trip

Staff and students line up for a group photograph at Osmington Bay 

Braving the Osmington Bay zip wire
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Enterprise

Another year of outstanding results
2015-16 saw another year of excellent Mathematics results with 72% of students achieving 
grades A*-C. We also saw a huge increase in the numbers of students achieving top grades 
with 17% obtaining an A or A*. The dedication of staff and hard work of students was key to 
these brilliant results. Well done!

Sixth Form students are once again awarded scholarships 
for performing in the top 1% of all students nationally
On Friday 21 October David Anderson, 
a Financial Capability Relationship 
Manager from The London Institute 
of Banking and Finance, presented 
seven of our Sixth Form students with 
scholarships. These related to the results 
of their Year 12 exams in Personal 
Finance.

 The scholarship entitles the six students 
who achieved an A grade to a £500 
bursary should they choose to study one 
of the LIBF’s (London Institute of Banking 
and Finance) university courses.

Amelia Twells, who got an A* in Year 
12, putting her in the top 1% across the 
country, would receive a £750 bursary 

should she choose to study one of the 
courses .

The Sixth Form students excelled in 
their London Institute of Banking and 
Finance Level 3 qualification. This is 
the second time in three years that the 
Academy has had students performing in 
the top 1% in the country. 

Students proudly displaying their certificates after the scholarships presentation
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Dragons’ Den
On Enhancement Day (Friday 4 March 2016) Year 7s were 
given the challenge of inventing a new sport for Dragons’ Den. 
Students were divided into groups of six and told they were 
experts and creatives working in the national office of a large 
leisure and entertainment company, who had been employed 
to invent, promote and market a new sport. This had to be 
profitable, help people to exercise in a fun way, meet health and 
safety requirements and include at least one group of people 
with special needs. 

Each class selected their best pitch to go forward to meet the 
Dragons. These were: Stand Off (N8), Bucket Balls (N9), Tunnel 
Hoop (N10), Quadgoal (N11), Golden Ball (N12) and Kazim (N13). 

Stand Off, the winning pitch, was a form of football played 
with a large ball with bells inside designed to include the visually 
impaired. Quadgoal was another game for the visually impaired 
while Tunnel Hoop engaged people with muscular dystrophy and 
Golden Ball involved the use of sign language.

The Dragons who kindly gave up their time to judge the pitches 
were: 
• James Martin who started judo when he was 11 and is now a 

Second Dan. He is in full time judo training and competes all 
over Europe. He also teaches fencing in primary schools.

• Andrew Owen who works for Fast Track which is part of 
Chime Communications, a global company which transforms 
businesses through the power of sport, entertainment and 
communications. Fast Track specialises in sports sponsorship 
and has run projects with the Rugby World Cup, Sainsbury’s 
and Lucozade.

• Ben Flack who is Head of PE at The Skinners’ Kent Academy. He 
studied PE at the University of Brighton and played basketball 
and football for Kent while at school. He has been a PE teacher 
for eight years and Head of PE for three years.

Many thanks to the three of them for their support and 
encouragement which helped the students to value their 
creativity and entrepreneurship. 

IET Faraday Engineering 
Challenge Day 
On Wednesday 2 March 2016, the challenge was for students 
to use the recently launched BBC micro:bit to perform a series 
of tasks. 

The challenge was all about letting students be creative and use 
their own problem solving skills to explore their capabilities as 
engineers. The Academy team competed against five other Kent 
school teams, each made up of six 11-12 year-olds. Students had 
to allocate themselves job roles and work as a team to present 
their best two ideas to the panel of judges . 

 Although we didn’t win the event, our team had great fun, 
learnt a lot about programming the micro:bit and received very 
positive comments for having innovative ideas and working really 
well together . 

Intermediate Maths 
Challenge
The Senior Team faced huge competition this year with over 
200,000 students across the UK taking part.

 David Ellis, Rosalind Carvel, Hayden Martin and Yasmina 
Tarki all received Silver awards with a further five students 
receiving Bronze awards, including Catherine-Jane Cornish 
who was the only member of Year 9 to receive an award. 
Well done to everyone who took part in the challenge – your 
enthusiasm and commitment was excellent to see!

Junior Maths Challenge
The Junior Team had a lot to live up to after last year’s results 
and the performance of the Senior Team.

We had a very strong team this year of 22 students from 
Years 7 and 8 in which we received our very first entry to 
the European stage of the Junior Challenge. Joshua Duncan 
Year 8 achieved the only Gold award in the Junior challenge, 
and not only was he the first student in our Junior team to 
receive a Gold award but he also qualified to take part in the 
European level of the challenge. In addition, Nathan Friend 
(Year 8) and Amelia Simmonds (Year 7) both achieved Silver 
awards and there were also eight Bronze awards.

The commitment and enthusiasm exhibited by the Junior 
Team was inspirational and the effort they put in during 
preparation was admirable. This year was a huge success for 
the UK Maths Challenge at SKA and we look forward to next 
year!

Students show their allocated job roles at the Faraday Engineering Challenge Day

Dragons with the students who pitched their new sports on Enhancement Day 
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design &  
Technology

Inspirational 
activities 
for another 
great year 
2016 has been another very 
successful year in the ever 
growing Design & Technology 
department.

A wide range of inspirational activities has 
taken place across our subjects which have 
benefitted the students greatly. 

At the start of the year we welcomed Year 4 
students from a neighbouring primary school 
for a DT Masterclass. 12 students attended six 
one-hour workshops where they learnt about 
health and safety, tools and machinery, types 
of materials and sustainability through a range 
of design and making tasks . Students created 
a range of products that they could take home 
including a Minion clock, a key ring and a wall 
hanging. We hope to develop this activity further 
by inviting other local schools to participate in 
this unique learning experience.

In the Spring term, textiles students were lucky 
enough to take part in a workshop with a locally 
based textile artist in order to gain inspiration 
for their upcoming GCSE exam, learning about 
different dying methods and embroidery 
techniques to apply to fabrics . Students were 
inspired by the examples they were shown and 
created a range of beautiful designs under the 
theme of ‘marine life’ .

The Great SKA Bake Off was another 
highlight of the year, with 15 students fighting 
to be crowned SKA Star Baker. Staff and students 
alike generated a real buzz for the competition 
and we were never short of volunteers to help 
judge – and of course taste – the wonderful 
creations.

Once again we teamed up with Trinity Theatre 
in Tunbridge Wells to host part of their Youth 
Theatre activity week during the start of the 
summer holidays . Students from surrounding 
schools including Sevenoaks, Tunbridge Wells 
Girls Grammar and The Judd, as well as our own 

Academy, worked together to design 
and build sets for live performances of 
Bugsy Malone and Peter Pan . We can’t 
wait to run this exciting project again 
next year.

Students performed extremely well 
in their GCSE exams this summer with 
the majority exceeding their expected 
progress. In Textiles Technology, 86% 
of students achieved A*-C grades, 
with 100% achieving A*-B grades in 
their summer exam. Food Technology 
students achieved an impressive 65% 
A*-C, with Resistant Materials achieving 
a fantastic 72%. Set against the national 
average of 61% A*-C in 2016 across 
Design & Technology subjects, we are 
truly proud of the achievements of all of 

our students and the way they focused, 
stretched and challenged themselves 
to succeed .

Elsewhere, we have recently bought 
a 3D printer that students are already 
utilising to create a range of products 
and prototypes . We hope to purchase 
a laser cutter later in the new year in 
order to further enhance our CAD/CAM 
(Computer Aided Design/Computer 
Aided Manufacture) facilities. In 
order to manage the growth of the 
department we have also welcome a 
new member to the team, Mr Cooper, 
who joined us in September .

All in all it has been a truly great 
year and we are looking forward to a 
prosperous 2017 .

All of the entries in our Great SKA Bake Off...

Building scenery for one of our productions staged with Trinity Theatre

...were of an incredibly professional standard
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Visual Arts

Students proudly meeting the Mayor of Tunbridge Wells at an exhibition of their work

Inspiring students 
to connect with 
their creativity
Visual Arts is now well-established within the 
Design & Technology Department, combining 
graphic design, illustration, typography, 
printmaking and photography into classic 
elements of Fine Art practices.
The course is an International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma 
qualification and forms part of the current International 
Baccalaureate Career-related Programme (IBCP).

 This year we had our first set of results, with 100% of students 
taking Standard Level achieving a level 4 or higher, and 100% 
of those taking Higher Level achieving levels 3-7. Students 
worked very hard to develop and curate a final exhibition of 
their work, accounting for 40% of their final grade. The Academy 
welcomed visitors including the Mayor of Tunbridge Wells to 
view the artworks, as well as some very proud parents and family 
members .

 We have also organised our first trip – this year to The Hague, 
led by Miss Widdison – where students got to work with the Visual 
Arts Department of an International School, seeing how students 
of different nationalities and backgrounds approach artistic styles. 
Whilst in the Hague, we also paid a visit to the global offices of 
the IB to see exactly how the curriculum is being shaped.

We are already thinking about where to take our Visual Arts 
students next year for a truly outstanding learning experience… 
New York, Barcelona, Tokyo? Watch this space! All of our talented students’ work deserves a closer look
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humanities

First World War 
Centenary Legacy 
110 Project 
On Sunday 6 March two students, Samuel 
Couchman and Zoe Decelis, and I embarked 
on a four-day trip that would be an emotional 
rollercoaster.
We were joined at Grosvenor Hall, Ashford by representatives 
from other schools across the south of England. Also on the 
trip were battlefield guides, tour guides and members of the 
Armed Forces.

In a few days we had travelled across Belgium and France, 
visited eight First World War cemeteries, attended the Last Post 
at the Menin Gate, visited museums and experienced life in 
the trenches. We were even interviewed for Ulster Radio to be 
broadcast in Ireland for the centenary of the Battle of the Somme. 
In the evenings, we learnt about the weapons and how life in 
The Army compares with our Armed Forces today. Everywhere 
we travelled, it was a regular sight to see war grave cemetery 
after war grave cemetery and this had a huge impact on all of 
the students. Everything they had been taught about World War 
One was being brought to life .

The realisation of the horror that had affected so many, has left 
all of us with a greater understanding of why we should never 
forget all of these fallen heroes . Miss Owen

Natural History Museum 
For Enhancement Day in Term 4, students from Year 8 went 
on a trip to the Natural History Museum on Friday 4 March 
2016.

Walking around the museum it was wonderful to see 
students engaging in the activities in the booklet provided, 
whilst others seemed in awe of the museum’s size and 
content . Students also had the opportunity to journey 
through time back to the prehistoric era to discover dinosaurs 
and how they lived, which included fossilised skeletons of 
dinosaurs and how archaeologists dug them up . Students 
could also visit the Earth Gallery which included interactive 
information on how volcanos and earthquakes form, which 
was exciting for the students as they have covered this in 
both Science and Geography . They could then walk to the 
Creepy Crawlies Gallery to discover life in the undergrowth.

Feedback from students was really positive, each saying 
how much they had enjoyed the museum including their 
favourite bits. 

Hardwick Hall
As part of their GCSE History 
course, 52 Year 10 students 
v is i ted Hardwick Hal l  in 
Derbyshire  on Fr iday 30 
September.

This was a fantastic chance 
for students to experience what 
they were learning by visiting 
this exquisite Elizabethan 
country house . Students were 
led by National Trust volunteers 
who designed a unique tour 
to meet the requirements of 
the exam board. It was a very 
enjoyable day and one student 
commented: “This was worth 
the long trip and I can visualise 
what I will be writing about in 
my exam.”

Living Memorial event
On Saturday 9 July 2016, six students from Years 9 and 10 
attended the Living Memorial Project event at Tunbridge 
Wells Cemetery. 

The memorial event was in association with the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission and the Friends 
of Tunbridge Wells Cemetery to remember those who had 
fought at the Battle of the Somme. The service was held 
by the World War One Cross of Sacrifice. Approximately 
150 people across the community attended the service. 
Our students were told heroic stories from Second World 
War veteran William Alfred Hunt MM who served with the 
Queen’s Own Rifles in North Africa, Sicily, Italy and Austria.

Samuel Couchman, Zoe Decelis and Mrs Owen at the Menin Gate

Our six students meet William Alfred Hunt MM at the Living Memorial event

Hardwick Hall
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communication

From our new Head of MFL 
I graduated in Psychology and English and hold a Master’s 
Degree in Science of Education. I first started my career as a 
primary school teacher and then became the Deputy Head 
of Languages in a comprehensive school in Dorset where I 
stayed for 10 years.

I have always liked learning other languages – English, 
French, Spanish, Italian, Arabic and am now learning Turkish. 
As I say: “The more you learn, the more you want to learn.” 

In today’s global economy, companies are increasingly 
demanding better language skills of their workforce. Learning 
a Modern Foreign Language (MFL) is a skill for life which 
will enhance both communication skills and employment 
prospects . Many of the skills taught will help our students 
to gain an insight into other countries and cultures and well 
as improving their own literacy skills by teaching techniques 
required to access and understand language .

Mine is a truly rewarding role and I am immensely proud 
and thankful for the team that I have. We would, in the future, 
like to bring the language learning dimension even closer 
through the range of trips and visits. Mrs Benamrouche, 
Head of MFL

‘I am dyslexic and I have always struggled 
with literacy. Yet I wanted to change my 
mind-set. I realised I was not doing badly and 
I now enjoy the subject’ Imogen Skates, Year 9

Three of our MFL studentsTesting a wind-powered machine

Review of the year
It’s been another fantastic year for the 
Communication Faculty, one which has seen 
our students excelling in examinations, in 
competitions and in lessons. 
This year, the Communication team, and their students, have 
worked exceptionally hard to ensure success both in and out 
of the classroom.

Congratulations should be given to our Year 11 students, whose 
examination results are a testament to their dedication: 68% 
achieved A*-C in an English GCSE, while the largest number of 
students we have ever had were entered for English Literature, 
93% achieving A*-C.

Students have also been keen to develop their learning outside 
the classroom – GCSE classes have participated in numerous 
theatre trips (including productions of Lord of the Flies and 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time) and the 
budding lawyers have honed their skills in the annual Mock 
Trial competition . Well done to all of the students for their 
commitment and enthusiasm!

Most Able and Talented 
Students
Most Able and Talented Students collaborated to design and 
test their own wind-powered machines, under the supervision 
of Mr Thevarajah, then created an advertising campaign after a 
masterclass from Mr Blake, and finally wrote a persuasive pitch 
for their campaign with help from Miss Altieri.

Chole Culley and Zola Lindner joined Oliver Urban-Parker and 
Magdalena Lapackova on the Kent Access Network project, which 
seeks to provide students with provision that will aid them to 
gain entry to university.

The Writers’ Club
While many students simply use the Wednesday afternoon 
club as a time to relax and quietly write, others use it as a 
time to share ideas and workshop pieces.

 In a calm environment, students can create and imagine 
whatever they wish to, be it the ideas we discuss as a group 
or something of their own inception. The club – now in its 
fourth year – is a wonderful place for students to calmly write 
their stories, poems or other pieces . 

‘You are free to be who you want to be and 
be appreciated through the passion you 
put through your words’ Jasmin Killen, Year 9

Students at Writers Club
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mock Trial  
competition

Role-playing helps 
students to understand 
the legal system
On Saturday 12 March 2016 we travelled to Sevenoaks 
Magistrates Courts where 13 students from Year 8 and 
9 competed against three local grammar schools in the 
Mock Trial Competition.
Each student took on roles, such 
as the defendant, court usher and 
magistrates. They gave up their 
time willingly and learnt their roles 
to be able to become that ‘person’ 
convincingly in court for one day.

The case the students defended and 
prosecuted was an alleged assault . 
Using only the given information, 
the SKA team battled against tough 
competition . Parents and staff were 
there to support and encourage our 
students. The competition was judged 

by members of the legal profession and 
approximately 300 schools compete 
each year . Unfortunately, The Skinners’ 
Kent Academy team did not get through 
to the next round this year but we will 
try again next year!

The competition helps to raise the 
confidence of our students, builds on 
team work, develops their analytical skills, 
not only teaching them an understanding 
of the legal system but  also encouraging 
and inspiring students towards a 
profession in the field of law.

The Skinners’ Kent Academy team at the Mock Trial Competition

The ‘accused’ in the dock

All ready to defend and prosecute
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Library

Joao Fernandes and Drew Kirkham

Everyone likes our Library 
The Library is a popular and resourceful place in the Academy 
in which many events take place.
Mrs Moeller, the Librarian, is supported 
by an enthusiastic group of Student 
Librarians, who, through training and 
practise, acquire a whole new set of skills.

Amongst many other things they learn 
to catalogue resources, issue and return 
them, keep the traditional order on the 
shelves and help their fellow schoolmates 
make good decisions when choosing 
books . This year ’s cohort comprises 
Grace Ball, Mitansh Choksi, Ben Hazelden, 
Megan Coleman, Nathan Friend, Paige 
Newman, Drew Kirkham and Joao 
Fernandes.

The month of March both wraps 
up and kicks off a number of library-
related activities. First there is World 
Book Day which we celebrated under a 
‘Goosebumps’ theme this year and gave 
this classic horror series a well-deserved 

revival. March also saw the culmination 
of a long reading cycle for the Book Club. 
Our keen readers had to read a shortlist 
of books for the South East Schools 
Themed Book Awards and met with the 
reading groups from a dozen schools for 
a celebratory evening at the Countess of 
Wessex Theatre at Kent College. Award 
winning authors Sally Gardner and Tim 
Bowler entertained students with brilliant 
talks and informative Q&A sessions and 
our very own Joao Fernandes and Drew 
Kirkham won first and second place in the 
‘Males – Best Costume’ competition.

The end of March is also the beginning 
of a new reading cycle for members 
of the Book Club, which incidentally is 
open to students of all ages . The most 
prestigious prize for teenage fiction, 
the Carnegie Medal, invites students to 

shadow the awards process by following 
and reading the entire shortlist before the 
actual winner is announced in June . The 
Academy’s Carnegie Shadowers then met 
with their counterparts from the three 
local Grammar schools for a skilled and 
heated debate about which book would 
make the deserved winner.

As is so often the case with events which 
we would perhaps not normally associate 
with reading, football, the Euro 2016 
specifically, triggered a huge amount of 
interest in other countries, their culture, 
teams and individual players, and many of 
our Geography and Sports books turned 
out to be popular reading material .

In September we welcomed 185 new 
Year 7 students to the fold, many of whom 
have already become regular library users. 
We look forward to enjoyable library 
lessons, a lot of reading for pleasure and 
the assembly of our traditional ‘literary 
Christmas tree’.

Our traditional ‘literary Christmas tree’
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Junior house News

A fantastic year in 
Newton House
Attendance and behaviour statistics are the best they have 
been in the Academy’s history and students are continuing 
to excel and fulfil their potential across all subjects.

Newton House’s 
charity fundraising
Newton House kicked off their charity 
fundraising by raising £700 for the OAP 
Christmas Lunch, St Augustine’s Food Bank 
and Nourish Tunbridge Wells Foodbank.

Last Christmas, each Newton House 
Tutor group produced a food hamper for 
individuals/families who were homeless. 
The following is an extract from the 
homeless shelter ’s project manager 
thanking students for their contributions: 
“Just to say, we handed out lots of food and 
goodies to street homeless people on the 
same night I collected it all from SKA . There 
were quite a few lovely toiletries too which 
were greatly appreciated. We have kept a 
handcrafted decoration from one of your 
students to display every year at the venue.” 

Newton House Junior Leadership have 
continued these excellent fundraising efforts 
by already raising over £400 for charity in 
Term 1 of the 2016/17 academic year and 
organising every tutor group in the Academy 
(31 in total) to produce a harvest hamper 
for St Augustine’s Food Bank for families 
in need .

A smooth transition
After bidding farewell to Year 8 students 
in July, Newton House welcomed its new 
intake of Year 7 students for their two 
Academy Induction Days.

Selected Junior House students were 
chosen as Student Leaders for the day and 
led by example highlighting at all times our 
high expectations, high aspirations and high 
standards. Friendships blossomed and there 
is already a noticeable camaraderie between 
Years 7 and 8. The transition process was as 
smooth as ever with Year 7 settling positively 
into their new surrounding and Year 8 
relishing the opportunity to be role models 
and mentors for their younger peers .

Newton House are looking forward to all 
that this academic year will bring and are 
motivated to have another ‘outstanding’ year.

Newton student of the month January to November 2016

• January was Grace Ball for her 
excellent attendance, attitude and 
behaviour, and her hard work and 
effort in everything she does

• February was Annabelle Daniels 
for her positive attitude and her 
contribution to all aspects of 
Academy life

• March was Edward Sargant for his 
polite and cheerful manner, always 
happy to help others

• May was Joshua Duncan  for 
exc e p t i o n a l  b e h av i o u r  a n d 
academic achievement

• June was Callum Blick for his 
cheerful and positive attitude and 
being an excellent ambassador for 
the Academy

• September was Oscar Couchman 
for being polite, respectful and making 
an excellent start to Academy life

• October was Keira-Lou Hamilton 
for her enthusiasm and effort and 
for being an excellent ambassador 
for the Academy

• November was Ben O’Brien for his 
excellent attitude, behaviour and 
manners .

Newton House stars
Many of our students have demonstrated their star quality with roles in 
Hollywood movies, TV commercials, the West End and local theatres.

Reilly Williams has appeared in The Conjuring 2, In the Heart of the Sea, 
Pride, Prejudice and Zombies and Tulip Fever; Oscar Couchman has appeared 
in The Snowman (West End), four TV commercials and various musical theatre 
productions; and James Barr has appeared as Peter in the Stag Theatre production 
of The Railway Children .

In May, our very own European Gold Medallist Gymnast and Newton House 
Head Boy, Hector Kinghorn, brought his talents to our TV Screens on Britain’s Got 
Talent. Hector impressed the judges and made it through to the quarter finals of 
the competition.

Newton House are very proud of these students and continue to support and 
wish them luck and success in pursuit of their dreams .

Reilly Williams Oscar Couchman James Barr Hector Kinghorn
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Senior house News

Senior House student of the month January to November 2016
Brunel Darwin Franklin

• January Zola Lindner Sidney Cornish Harry Webb-Hinton
• February Stacey Edwards Molly Hawksworth Lucie Trebilco
• March Phoebe Scott-Cole Aidan Hanmore Barnaby Brown
• May Abbie Jeffrey Leon Sneddon Georgia Newman
• June Evie-Rose Green Becky Mudge Tania Rahman
• September Ayesha Tyler Erin Hammond Kenyon Dylan Salter
• October Jessia Weal Catherine-Jane Cornish Tanya Gambrill
• November Paige Attwater Chloe Culley Joseph Franklin

Celebrating a 
very positive 
year 
Last year was a very positive one 
in Senior House with improved 
attendance and behaviour from 
the previous year. GCSE results 
again were stunning!
This year we have made some appointments to 
help develop and enhance some of the pastoral 
work that we do with our students.

Mrs Owen and Miss Widdison are now both 
Deputies of Senior House and Miss Holtner has 
joined us from Canada to be our Administration 
Assistant .

Myself and my Assistant Heads of House 
would like to formally welcome them all to the 
team and look forward to a busy but exciting year 
ahead! Mr Willoughby, Head of Senior House

Senior House students created 
some beautiful harvest boxes
Senior House students made Mr Willoughby extremely proud when every 
House Tutor group donated food for our Harvest Collection.

They decorated Harvest boxes with care and some wrote notes of 
encouragement and poems about sharing. Each group gave generously and 
showed true community spirit .

We’d like to thank each and every student for taking the time to produce 
such fantastic gifts for those who are in desperate need locally.

Ellie Scott-Cole
After being elected as a member of the Kent Youth Council 
for 2016, over the last year Ellie Scott-Cole has represented 
the views of all school-aged students in West Kent. 

Ellie is also a member of the Police Advisory group in 
Tunbridge Wells, sharing feedback she received to help 
improve the service provided.

She has also embraced her Head Student role at the 
Academy and says: “I am very proud to represent The 
Skinners’ Kent Academy student body. I enjoy putting forward 
the ideas of students and seeing the impact and change we 
are able to affect both within and beyond the Academy.” 

Ellie Scott-Cole

Some harvest boxes were hand-decorated with heartfelt messages of support and encouragement...

...whilst other harvest boxes demonstrated some students’ real decorative flair!
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Sixth Form

Impressive Year 13 
A Level and IB results
Sixth Form students celebrated an impressive set of 
A Level results, with 45% gaining A Level qualifications at 
grade A and 100% being awarded grades A-D.
Our Sixth Form students study the International Baccalaureate Career-related 
Programme (IBCP), offering students a variety of courses including career-related 
studies such as a Diploma in Financial Studies.

IB grades are awarded on a 1-7 scale, with 7 being the highest. The Skinners’ 
Kent Academy students achieved 100% grade 3-7 in their courses against the IB 
average of 79%. 

Bite the Ballot: 
empower, inform 
and inspire  
Over the last three years Bite the Ballot 
has coordinated the UK’s National Voter 
Registration drive to engage Sixth Form 
students to register and vote

Thursday 4 February 2016 saw The 
Skinners’ Kent Academy students involved 
in a week of national action involving 
thousands of 18-24 year-olds throughout 
the UK .

Tanya, from Bite the Ballot, engaged 
our students in a very interactive session 
to encourage them to use their voice and 
vote. From debating topics such as the 
referendum and bringing politics into the 
modern society, all students were willing 
to voice their own opinions and become 
increasingly involved. Ashley Malyon 
said: “My opinion has changed after the 
workshop. Now I would vote after the 
information I was given today.” 

More than half of our Sixth Formers 
registered to vote after the workshop, with 
two already registered and others saying they 
will definitely register to vote. Former Head 
Student Ben Hunter was inspired by many of 
the issues discussed and voiced his opinion, 
saying: “British politics needs improvements 
and our generation can make a change”.A mayoral visit for the Academy

The Mayor of Tunbridge Wells, Cllr David Elliot, visited The 
Skinners’ Kent Academy on Thursday 10 March 2016 and met 
the Principal, Matthew Tompkins, and Sixth Form Students.

Cllr Elliot outlined the role of the Mayor and the responsibilities 
of Tunbridge Wells Borough Council. Students were then 
able to put questions to the Mayor and topics included the 

development of Royal Victoria Place, Councillors’ salary and the 
EU Referendum. Some students then described the priorities they 
would promote if they were Mayor, including higher education 
provision in Tunbridge Wells and creating additional leisure time 
resources for young people in the area. Cllr Elliot was then shown 
around the Sixth Form Art examination displays.

Students excitedly comparing their examination results

The line-up during the Mayoral visit in March
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I made 
the right 
decision
Since joining the 
school in Year 7, 
all the way back in 
2010, I was almost 
certain I would want 
to stay on for further 
education at the 
Academy (although 
at the time there wasn’t a Sixth Form I hoped there  
would be in the future).
Now, looking back, I believe I made the right decision to join the Academy Sixth 
Form as it has set me up extremely well for the future with the IBCP course. I 
have sent off my UCAS application for university and have been offered a place 
at Bournemouth to study Cyber Security.

The main struggle I faced at the beginning of Sixth Form was morale within Year 
12 as some students had the idea that some universities would not accept the IBCP 
and whether or not it would be worth staying. After looking into this matter more 
we discovered that a large range of universities would accept the program including 
my main choices of Kent and Bournemouth. However, times have definitely changed 
and there is now an even bigger list that accepts the IBCP programme. 

At the beginning of Sixth Form, I wasn’t quite sure where my path would lead 
me as I was uncertain what I wanted to do. I thought maybe the financial industry 
was an option, but I believed that was the easy option, so I’m now hoping to study 
Cyber Security which is arguably the most exciting industry to go into currently.

The teachers have guided me very well in Sixth Form and I like the level of respect 
they treat us with and also the freedom they give us. For example, in Visual Arts 
we can choose to create our exhibition on whatever theme we would like. This 
has allowed me to explore different mediums from printing-making in etching 
and lino, to graphics with typography .

I have well and truly loved every minute of Sixth Form; even though at 
times it has been academically challenging, I have always felt supported.  
Sam Wheeler, Year 13

Y12 Service Learning
The new Year 12 cohort have started their Service Learning course with a 
positive attitude and an open mind.

They have already assisted our Academy community by helping to run the 
Newton Halloween Disco. They also gave up their time to help The Academy 
attract new students at both the whole Academy Open Evening and the Sixth 
Form Open Evening. They are now planning events which they can run in the 
Academy to benefit our students and local charities.

Young Enterprise
The Skinners’ Kent Academy took part in 
the Young Enterprise programme for the 
second consecutive year.

The group decided to set up a company 
producing luxury hand-made soap, 
incorporating several fragrances. The six 
students involved worked extremely hard 
throughout the year not only to make 
the soap, but to organise trading events, 
meetings, company reports and  raise funds.

The group decided to name the company 
Loma Soaps and are currently in profit. In 
addition to this significant achievement, 
the group organised a trade stand at the 
Tonbridge Farmers’ Market in March. Loma 
Soaps set up an outstanding stall and won 
the award of best trade stand within the 
Young Enterprise group! 

Despite a long day at the market, winning 
the award and selling over 50 units, the 
group then took part in the awards evening 
at TWGGS the following day . All of the 
students involved worked tirelessly to 
produce a fantastic company report and 
presentation for the evening. Their hard 
work was again recognised as Loma Soaps 
came runners-up for their online marketing 
award and third for the finance award.

We are extremely proud of  their 
achievements this year and several 
members of the group have already agreed 
to ‘mentor’ our entry for next year.

The Loma Soaps stand at the Tonbridge Farmers’ Market

Sam Wheeler has loved every minute of Sixth Form

Year 12 Service Learning selling candles at parent evening
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Nepal Trip

My journey to and 
through Nepal was an 
experience like no other
Sixth Form student Jasper Rouwen – the recipient of this 
year’s Travel Award – tells how he became immersed in a 
culture ravaged by poverty and recent natural disasters.

I arrived in Kathmandu at 
10pm, and was greeted by 
a hoard of taxi drivers who 
smelt fresh meat in town. 
After searching for 15 minutes 
for the correct driver, and 
reclaiming my luggage from 
eager hands, I found my ride.

As I arrived late, I was told 
that instead of meeting my 
host family I would be staying in 
the ‘Kathmandu Prince’ Hotel, 
which accommodates many 
other volunteers from projects 
abroad and was a short hectic 
journey from the airport . When 
arriving at the hotel relatively 
late, I was told not to consume 
any water from the tap and 
to only consume liquids from 
fresh plastic bottles and to be 
careful with what I ate . This is 
because the pollution levels in 
Nepal are so high that every 
person now has to drink fresh 
bottled water or face dire 
consequences. However, even 
after considerable warning I 
forgot to use bottled water to 

brush my teeth and faced bitter 
stomach cramps the next day. 

 It only took a short 10-minute 
drive to reach my new home 
for the next two weeks. This 
consisted of a three-story 
house in Bagdol, full with 
other volunteers doing the 
same project I would start the 
next day. When I got out of the 
jeep, ‘mama’, who was the host 
family’s father and would be 
looking after all the volunteers, 
greeted and welcomed me into 
his home .

In Nepal I took part in the 
Disaster Relief project which 
aimed to repair the intense 
damage done by the 2015 
earthquake . The earthquake 
was followed by numerous 
aftershocks and its effects were 
devastating. On day one I was 
woken at 7am with the rest 
of the volunteers and took a 
short walk to a mini bus, which 
would transport us to the Shree 
Phulchoki Primary School, 
which was in Godawari, and 
was part of the vast countryside 
outside Kathmandu . 

The other volunteers and 
I  would be rebuilding the 
school as it had been reduced 
to rubble in the earthquake . 
Work at the site started at 
7:30am and finished around 
4pm . This consisted of laying 
bricks, digging, hauling masala 
(cement) up steep hills and 
sweating in the heat. 

During the day around the site 
there would be school children 
that lived in the village having 
lessons while we were working . 
Fascinated by the work and 
the foreigners doing it they 
would often come up to the 
volunteers and want to talk 
and play . 

 It may sound stereotypical 
but my trip to Nepal definitely 
showed me how lucky we 
westerners  are  and how 
misplaced our focus is, with 
our concerns in trivial matters 
that seem so important to 

us at the time . My journey 
through Nepal is one that I will 
never forget, with memories 
and experiences that will 
always stay with me . What will 
also stay concrete and solid 
is the school I helped build, 
which will provide shelter 
and a place of learning to 
the children of Kathmandu 
for many years to come . I am 
incredibly thankful for the 
chance to explore a piece of 
the incredible planet we live in 
and allowing me to give back 
to the world .

“My trip to Nepal definitely showed me how 
lucky we westerners are and how misplaced 
our focus is, with our concerns in trivial matters”

Jasper Rouwen

Jasper’s journey through Nepal is one he will never forget

Rebuilding the Shree Phulchoki Primary School
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Work Experience

Work preparation and 
experience 2015/16 
During 2015/16, both Years 10 and 12 were involved in 
work preparation activities and work experience. 
For Year 10, after the Religious Studies 
exam, a class session called ‘Build Your 
Future’ was run for each RE group.

The aim of the session was to start 
students thinking about post-16 
options, and included two tasks to 
enable students to acquire skills and 
knowledge to research careers and post-
16 options on the internet.

One of the tasks looked at careers 
information, while the other focused on 
post -16 pathways using character cards 
(students were given character cards 
and had to advise on post-16 options 
for the character described).

On Thursday 7 July 2016, 94 Year 10 
students took part in the Academy’s first 
‘Day-at-Work’ and spent the day with host 
organisations engaged in work-related 
activities. Hosts included Real Design (an 
architectural design company), Snappy 
Snaps (providing photography and 
digital services), Grosvenor Orthodontic 

Practice and The Beauty Rooms. Eleven 
students participated in a workshop on 
‘Working in Football’ specially run by the 
EMC Academy at Crowborough Athletic 
Football Club, while another five took 
part in ‘Working in Music’ organised 
by David Court and Nick Stillwell of  
Supajam .

For the first time in the Academy, 
work experience was also part of Year 12 
activities. Thirteen students participated 
either in the February half-term or over 
the summer holidays .

Host organisations included NatWest, 
University of Greenwich (international 
offices), AXA PPP Healthcare Ltd, Marks 
& Spencer, YoYo Design and the London 
office of the Starfish Greathearts 
Foundation (an international non-
governmental organisation formed in 
response to the tragedy of children 
orphaned or left vulnerable by the HIV/
AIDS pandemic in South Africa).

‘My week at NatWest boosted my 
confidence and allowed me to see 
different aspects of the banking 
world as I worked in both 
commercial offices and a local 
branch’ Carolina Ricciardi, Year 13 student

Next steps event for 
Year 11s
On Wednesday 19 October 2016 we ran 
a ‘Next Steps’ careers event for Year 11s 
looking at their post-16 options.

During the morning, students took 
part in a carousel of four workshops 
with speakers from: Runway Training (on 
apprenticeships); West Kent College (on 
vocational diplomas); The Skinners’ Kent 
Academy (on the IBCP); and The University 
of Greenwich (on future options and 
pathways).

After the workshops students were 
reminded how to use UCAS Progress, an 
electronic search and application system, 
and were given the opportunity to work 
on their personal statements . This has now 
been followed up by small group careers 
sessions .

‘My time at Greenwich was very educational and 
enjoyable. I had the opportunity to interview five people 
working in the department and find out what their day-
to-day jobs involve’ Amelia Twells, Year 13 student

A Work Inspiration Week at AXA PPP Healthcare

Students visiting the University of Greenwich
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The duke of  
Edinburgh’s Award

Some firm friendships are forged on  
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme
The Duke of Edinburgh’s (DofE) Bronze Award Scheme has 
really blossomed at the Academy this year.
I have thoroughly enjoyed the privilege 
of working alongside so many talented, 
capable, friendly, funny and inspirational 
students, supported by an outstanding 
team of 24 wonderfully generous and 
seemingly tireless staff and volunteers.

Words are not enough to express the 
gratitude I owe to the staff who willingly 
gave up their precious free time to camp, 
trudge and drive through the countryside 
(in very ‘British’ weather) to support our 
young people. In return, the participants 
demonstrated excellent behaviour and 
good humour throughout, making the 
whole experience safe, happy and very 
enjoyable . 

Forty-nine determined students took 
up the challenge of the Bronze Award 
in February 2016, and many of these 
have already passed all four sections to 
complete their Bronze Award and are 
already enrolled and have started their 
Silver Awards. The Academy is very excited 
to be able, for the first time, to run all 
three levels of the Award from Autumn 
2016. The Bronze Award (starting in Year 
9), Silver Award (starting in year 10) and 
Gold Award (starting from 16 years of age). 
Students from all cohorts will continue to 
sign off sections as they complete them 
and are always welcome to drop in to DofE 
Sessions in D207 on a Monday afternoon 
from 3 .15-4 .15pm . We look forward to 
celebrating with the participants at the 
Tunbridge Wells DofE Awards evening in 
Spring 2017 .

Physical
New friendships were forged whilst new 
personal bests and improved fitness 
levels were achieved during the three-
month Physical Section, where students 
participated in a vast array of activities 
ranging from ball sports, swimming and 
cycling to dance or weekly DofE Fitness 

sessions (run by Miss Kent in the Academy 
gym). 

Skills
Our participants have also spent their 
time honing a wide range of skills. Some 
chose life skills such as cookery, bicycle 
maintenance and learning to drive. 
Other students opted for the creative 
or performance arts of animation, 
sketching, playing musical instruments 
and ceremonial drill. Some invested their 
time in natural world skills such as fishing, 
animal care or gardening .

Volunteering
This section offers invaluable work 
experience whilst giving participants the 
chance to make a real difference to the 
lives of other people or animals, or the 
environment. Many of our young people 
chose to volunteer at a charity shop, at 
a home for the elderly or at an animal 
rescue centre. Other participants coached 
children in various sports, helped at Cub 
Scout/Brownie groups, and supported 
others with skills such as reading or playing 
an instrument . 

Expedition
The expedition section required the 
students to train, plan and complete 

two overnight expeditions, carrying all 
their food, clothing and equipment for 
two days . They also undertook a project 
during the final expedition, which they 
presented a week afterwards. This section 
is usually the toughest but also the most 
exciting of the four sections. Our students 
showed great appreciation and respect 
for the outdoor environment, effectively 
applying the countryside and highway 
codes . They learned the importance of 
organisation, paying attention to detail,  
decision-making and risk management 
skills . 

Groups learned to share responsibility 
for their successes and errors, overcoming 
challenges through teamwork, enterprise 
and imagination. It was touching to see them 
recognise the needs and strengths in each 
other, whilst offering genuine support and 
praise during the expedition, which gave 
each student many new experiences. The 
projects were professionally presented as 
songs, videos and visual presentations and 
were very entertaining.

 From the Practice Expedition, Mrs 
Hampshire, staff volunteer, commented: 
“My group were brilliant! They all got on 
well and helped each other at various 
stages throughout the walk of 30,500 
steps! They even helped me to clamber 
through a wire fence at the very end (when 
we were on the wrong footpath). The 
students all worked really hard to support 
one another . Ted carried two rucksacks for 
the latter part of the walk when a team 
mate was feeling unwell and struggling . 
Cameron entertained us by singing to 
keep our spirits up. Valentin often dropped 
back and walked with the slower people in 
the group, providing encouragement and 
singing Romanian songs . Sidney was really 
positive and happy throughout. Finally, 
I would just like to say that, despite my 
aching feet, I had a brilliant day and would 
willingly do it again.” 
Miss Wallace, The DofE Coordinator at SKA

A DofE safety sign ensures our students’ wellbeing
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“Personally I found the 
expedition really fun and 
enjoyable. There were so many 
funny moments which made all 
the walking worth it. However 
afterwards I was aching in every 
part of my body. I found this 
particular section the most fun 
even though I think it was the 
most challenging. I would have 
regretted not doing the DofE as I 
would have missed out on so 
many enjoyable and funny 
moments, such as Brandon’s
messy Marmite sandwich” Ewan Jacob 

“Well it definitely was a new 
experience for me, I don’t think 
I ever would have done anything 
like the expedition. I think my 
organisation skills have improved 
although the expedition was 
certainly the highlight by a long 
way, not surprising as it was 
the selling point for me. This 
was because the idea of testing 
myself and travelling around 
a place that I’d never been to 
before was definitely something 
I was interested in” Oscar Burton

During the nine-month period of 
me taking part in the challenge, 
I had a joyful as well as very 
amusing experience of DofE. I feel 
as if I have achieved a lot. I have 
made many memories that I will 
always remember, helped people 
in my local community, created 
many new friendships and made 
friendships stronger through 
experiencing lots of different 
obstacles” Ella PeersMap reading is a valuable skill that will last our students for life

Our students showed great appreciation and respect for the outdoor environment
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SkA Alumni

I don’t just have a 
job, I have a career
Since leaving SKA I have been working full-time 
at Markerstudy as a Talent Development Host.

Working for almost a year 
and a half, this company has 
offered me more opportunities 
than I care to count, all of 
which have been from my 
beautiful office at Salomons 
Estate, Tunbridge Wells.

Every day is busy, fast-paced 
and challenging, but that just 
makes it all the more rewarding . 
I have had the privilege of 
going directly into a company 
that puts their employees 
first. They are true believers 
of giving back to those who 
make their company thrive. 
For four years we have been 
placed in the ‘Sunday Times 
100 Best Companies To Work 
For’ and I can see why. Fantastic 
incentives such as the ‘Talent 
Recognition Programme’ have 
been developed to ensure hard 
work is rewarded . In fact, since 
working here, I’ve received 
eight of these incentives 
equating to £225 worth of 
shopping vouchers for going 
‘above and beyond’! In addition 

to this, we have awards such 
as ‘Shining Star’ and ‘Company 
Hero’ which helps recognise 
valued staff as they achieve 
their potential within the 
company . 

I was 18 when I left SKA with 
no clue what I wanted to do in 
the future, except that I didn’t 
want to go university. Recently, 
Markerstudy have created an 
apprenticeship programme for 
people in the same situation as 
me called the Apprenticeship 
Learning Experience (ALEX). 
Its possibilities are endless, 
meaning ( in  my opinion) 
it’s one of the most unique 
and tailored apprenticeships 
available today. ALEX benefits 
from Markerstudy having an 
umbrella of diverse companies 
to choose from, from our 
ever growing Leisure division 
(including Bewl Water, One 
Warwick Park,  NDGA and 
Salomons) all the way to Auto-
Windscreen . Markerstudy 
really does offer it all, which is a 
huge advantage as you can gain 
knowledge across a plethora of 
companies . 

 However,  my absolute 
favourite thing about working 
here is how independent I 
feel and my ability to make 
m y  o w n  d e c i s i o n s  a n d 
change existing processes. 
Markerstudy truly is a fantastic 
company and I would highly 
recommend considering a 
placement as it doesn’t just 
offer you a job, but a career.  
Harriet Smith Fellows

I’m looking at the reasoning 
for a person to commit crime
I am currently in my first year at Portsmouth University 
studying Psychology and Criminology. This consists of 
key elements which revolve around causes of crime 
(from a theoretical perspective) and contemporary issues 
surrounding day-to-day policing activities.

From a psychological point of view I’m looking at the 
reasoning for a person to commit crime, their state of mind, 
background or vulnerability.

 The Leaning Mentor role at the Academy improved my 
overall confidence as an individual. It has made certain tasks 
at university such as presentations a lot easier. The transition 
from being a student to a member of staff allowed me to 
freely and confidently have the ability to speak to anyone. 
Anthony Bryan

Harriet Smith Fellows Anthony Bryan

Some future alumni celebrating their GCSE results
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Austrian  
Ski Trip

The journey had to be one of the longest I 
have ever done but we stopped lots and it 
was well worth the wait.

The closer and closer we got, the more 
excited everyone got, especially when we 
saw the snow in the mountains in Bavaria. 
When we got there we had time to relax but 
all I wanted to do was get my skis on and 
go down the mountain. On the first day, I 
went into the intermediate group, but I kept 
falling over. I moved to the beginner group 
for the rest of the day and over time I got 
better, so much so that I moved back into the 
intermediates again . At the end of the week 
I was declared the best skier of the group by 
the instructor. It was sad to leave because I 
felt like I could carry on skiing forever. I would 
recommend the trip to anyone because if you 
want to learn how to ski and try something 
new, as well as making new relationships, I 
guarantee that you will have a fantastic time 
and have a great laugh. Luka Morley, Year 9

I really enjoyed the ski trip because we had 
a great time practising and learning to ski.

The snow was really nice and soft and 
lovely to ski on. Although the journey was 
very, very, very, very long, it was well worth 
the wait. We went ice skating which was 
very enjoyable and the rooms in the hotel 
were very comfortable. I have skied before 
so I was in the intermediate group. Because 
I improved loads over the week, I moved 
up to the advanced group which was great 
because you get to ski at a faster speed and 
you can develop your technique. I would 
love to go again because it was such a 
brilliant time. James Woodmansee, Year 9A great time ‘carving 

some powder’ in Wagrain 
At the end of a very busy term, 42 students and six 
staff members participated in the Academy’s second ski 
trip to Austria in February this year.
We travelled by coach overnight to 
the resort of Wagrain, near Salzburg, 
staying in a beautifully set hotel with 
stunning views across the Tyrolean 
mountains. 

Students skied daily in ski school, 
with a member of staff assigned to 
each group .

Mrs O’Gormley and Miss Widdison 
assisted the beginners, Mr Breen 
and Mr Rowe accompanied the 
intermediates and Mr Blake escorted 
the advanced group to the very top 
of the mountain. Mrs Hill staffed the 
meeting point should anyone have had 
any difficulties or, indeed, if they just 
fancied a bit of a rest .

The evenings were packed with 
activities, with organised games, ice 
skating and we even managed a quick 
trip to Mozart’s House in the centre of 
Salzburg .

The hotel provided a generous 
three course meal every evening which 
was enjoyed by all and there was also 
plenty of time for the students to unwind 
and relax after a hard day on the slopes.
Of the trip, one parent commented: 
“We would like to say a very big thank 

you to you and to all the 2016 SKA Ski 
teachers for another fantastic ski trip. 
Our son has had a brilliant time and we 
continue to hear stories of the holiday as 
they come to mind. You have managed 
to achieve the impossible – that is to 
tire him out sufficiently for him to be 
fast asleep by 8 .30pm on a Sunday and 
on a Monday!”

As with last year, all vendors who 
came into contact with our students 
complimented the fine example they 
set and how proud the Academy 
should be of them . Students were 
polite and friendly at all times not only 
to each other, but everyone else as 
well . This year we introduced Academy 
ski hoodies, making our students 
stand out even more from the crowd. 
These were personalised with the 
student’s initials which they can keep 
as a souvenir to remind them of their 
fantastic trip.

Our third trip takes place in February 
2017 to the Ski Welt in Austria, 
and details of our 2018 trip will be 
announced around March next year.

For any further details, please contact 
Mr Blake, our Ski Trip Coordinator.

The students set a polite and friendly example for the Academy

Students skied daily in ski school
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Prizegiving  
Awards 2016

SUBJECT AWARDS

Year 7 Achievement Award

Lulu Turner-Townsend Mathematics

Grace Ball Humanities

Soraya Lunn Performing Arts

Anushka Parmar Technology
Modern Foreign Languages

Evan-Isaac Cornish PE

Dilly Palmer-Joy Art

Charlie Vernon-Hickey English

Year 8 Achievement Award

Daniel France English

Joshua Duncan Mathematics
Science

Aidan Mars Humanities

Ty Dalzell Performing Arts

Callum Blick Technology

Jessica Thompson PE

Tyler Montague Modern Foreign Languages

Stevie De-Haan Art

Year 9 Achievement Award

Samuel Prosser English 
Modern Foreign Languages

James Francis Mathematics

Emily Thorbeck Science

Isaac Afrifa Humanities

Aidan Hanmore Computer Science

Catherine-Jane Cornish Finance

Barnaby Brown Performing Arts

Christian Neal Technology

Isabelle James PE

Amy Puddick Art

Year 10 Achievement Award

Rosalind Carvell Mathematics
English
Modern Foreign Languages

Constance Towers Food Technology

Emma Shepherd Geography

Joseph Franklin Computer Science

Karlton Ambris Finance

Sidney Cornish GCSE PE

Benjamin Ebbage RE

Yasmina Tarki Science

CUPS

Year 7 Award

Jack Mouser The Skinners’ Kent Academy Extra 
Curricular Shield for his dedication 
to supporting the Gaming club 
every lunchtime

Year 8 Award

Cerys Crook Cup for collecting the most 
Reward Points

Sophie Hatcher Attendance Award, Junior House 
Cup

Year 9 Award

Joshua Leese Sportsman of the Year

Andrew Taylor Attendance award, winner of 
iPhone 6 and iTunes vouchers

Year 10 Award

Samuel Couchman The ‘Face’ of The Skinners’ Kent 
Academy

Year 11 Award

Karis Ruckley Outstanding Progress and Effort in 
Skinners’ Kent Academy (girl)

Antonino Megna The Friends’ Prize for Personal 
Growth and Development

Zechariah Tyler ‘Strength in Adversity’ Award 
for achievements in difficult 
circumstances

Isabella Burton Recognition for their hard work 
and dedication in their role as 
Head Students this year

Bel’Anna Jepson Recognition for their hard work 
and dedication in their role as 
Head Students this year

Year 12 Award

Amelia Twells The International Baccalaureate

Emily Raj Springboard Marketing Cup for 
Promoting the Academy
Sound Environments KS5

Freddie Morgan Schools ICT Business and 
Enterprise trophy

Year 13 Award

Lucy Ellis The International Baccalaureate

Jasper Rouwen Canon Adam Fox Exhibition 
(Skinners’ Award)

Fabian Chatfield Sound Environments KS5

Harry Rainer Charity Shield
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SUBJECT AWARDS

Year 10 (continued) Achievement Award

Samuel Phippen Resistant Materials

Paige Attwater History

Ellie Scott-Cole Music

Amelia Pearsall Drama

Konstantina Slavova Art

Year 11 Achievement Award

Khojiakbar Khamrakulov Science
English

Benjamin Rees Mathematics

Eleanor Goldfinch Food Technology

Honor Boulton Geography

Benjamin Powell GCSE

Daisy Cooper Textiles
History

Felix Rouwen Resistant Materials
Art

Daniel Urban-Parker Music

Jennifer Mepham Leisure 7 Tourism

Constance Everett Drama

Angelica Mura Modern Foreign Languages

PRINCIPAL’S COMMENDATIONS

Hector Kinghorn For commitment and excellence 
to AcroGymnastics - Gold 
European Medallist and Silver 
Medallist at the World 
Championships

Ellie-Scott Cole Election onto Kent Youth Council

Beatrice Owen Bravery and Courage

Catherine-Jane Cornish Sporting Excellence and selection 
onto County Rugby Team

2016 prizewinners

2016 prizes
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community

Community use 
and engagement 
is set to expand
The Skinners’ Kent Academy is expanding the 
offer of community use to both the local and 
wider community.
As well as hiring our facilities to a variety of sporting clubs, we 
also offer our facilities to companies running corporate events 
and performing arts groups. 

 Recently, the Academy hosted the annual Funding for All event 
which was attended by over 300 businesses and charities. The day 
consisted of multiple seminars including The Skinners’ Company, 
workshops and a market place . 

We are excited to see how community use over the next year 
can grow and continue to be an integral part of Tunbridge Wells 
and the wider areas .

Our allotments and 
dipping pond project 
was completed in 2016
A Design Project Group was set up in January 2015 to 
transform a large disused triangle of Academy land into 
a valuable outdoor teaching and learning resource with 
allotment gardens, raised beds and a dipping pond.

This resource also had to be fully Disability Discrimination 
Act (DDA) compliant. The Design Project Group was made 
up of representatives from Academy staff (teaching and 
non-teaching), an Academy Governor, PTFA members, Oakley 
School and The Skinners’ School .

The Academy PTFA have held a number of events including 
quiz nights and ice skating to help raise money for this project. 
To inform the design, a visit was also arranged to view Oakley 
School’s allotments and pond area .

The final design and project phasing was agreed and after 
a tendering process, Green Oak Services were contracted to 
carry out the works .

Works commenced in November 2015 and were completed 
in May 2016. The pond is already admired and approved by 
a couple of visiting ducks!

As the Design Project Group’s brief has been completed, 
the area has now been handed over to a newly formed 
Academy Curriculum Project Board, to consider the best 
use of this area as a student learning resource to support 
curriculum activity.

The allotments, all ready for planting

The dipping pond has already been tested by ducks!

The market place at the annual Funding for all event

300 businesses and charities attended the Kent and Medway Funding Fair
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TEDx at the 
Trinity Theatre
TEDx is an organisation which 
showcases individuals’ ideas 
to a much wider audience at 
conferences and large events. 
One of our Sixth Form students 
had the opportunity to speak at 
the Trinity Theatre in Tunbridge 
Wells, and she shares her story.
My TEDx talk on Saturday 4 June 2016 allowed 
me to express my opinions on the educational 
journey I have had so far.

I wouldn’t have been given the opportunity 
to do so without the support from the Academy 
and the TEDx Royal Tunbridge Wells team. 
This allowed me to meet a fantastic group of 
individuals, some of whom spoke at the event, 
others who worked behind the scenes to make 
the day a success and audience members who 
inspired me with their stories .

Having almost no experience in public speaking 
prior to the event I was unbelievably nervous 
but after receiving so much positive feedback I 
know that I am now confident to speak in front 
of audiences of around 300 people . 

When preparing my talk, I was aware that, 
compared to most, I have had a number of 
unique and varied educational experiences and I 
wanted to share with as many people as possible 
what I had learned from them . I realised that 
keeping an open mindset throughout each stage 
helped me to get to the position I am in today 
and that was the message I tried to convey. 

I believe my talk encouraged people to speak 
more freely about their personal experiences 
such as being dyslexic, supporting a child with 
dyslexia, the journey through the 11+, and the 
difficulties and decisions you have to make 
when moving schools. A number of people 
have approached me to share their stories after 
hearing mine at the event and seeing it live or 
watching it online . 

Overall the experience was overwhelmingly 
positive; I am so thankful to everyone who was 
involved in the event and especially those who 
helped me directly . Emily Raj  

The Tunbridge Wells Cultural Hub: 
SKA to be involved in consultation
At the heart of Tunbridge Wells there will be a new cultural and learning 
hub finished in 2020.

The redevelopment will bring together a museum, art gallery, library, adult 
education, visitor information and gateway services. 

Staff and students from The Skinners’ Kent Academy will be involved in the 
consultation process to give their thoughts on how they would benefit from 
the hub as an educational resource. 

Emily giving her TEDx talk
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News

Christmas OAP lunch
In December, the Academy hosted Christmas lunch for a 
number of older people in the local community.

Thanks to the funds raised from the Newton Halloween 
Disco and from our Sixth Formers selling refreshments on the 
evening, we were able to provide all attending with Christmas 
lunch and gifts. The remaining funds will be given to charity.

Newton Halloween Disco
Our annual Halloween Disco took place on the last day of 
Term 1, on a cold and spooky autumn evening.

Over 100 Newton ghouls attended the event, watched over 
by our Year 12 students and staff. The event was another 
great success with over £400 raised for various charitable 
causes . The Pen & Paper was transformed into a dark and 
eerie cave, with a haunted tunnel, glowing pumpkins and 
devilish dancefloor. Everyone in attendance dressed in true 
Halloween spirit and local teen DJ Faris Sherazi supplied 
monster hits. A truly spectacular evening was had by all, with 
the buzz now focused on our first Academy Christmas Disco. 

Staff, students and special guests at the Remembrance Assembly

The Pen & Paper was spookily transformed for the Halloween Disco

Whole Academy 
Remembrance
The whole Academy came together on Friday 
11 November 2016 to remember all the fallen 
who died on behalf of their country.
A short clip explained why we wear the poppy, followed by a 
musical version of the poem In Flanders Fields.

Original footage of the D-Day landings was used as a precursor 
to our special guest Mr Guy Huntrods CBE and we listened to a 
version of I Vow To Thee My Country whilst watching a montage 
of images from WWI to present day .

The main event was a pre-recorded video interview with Guy 
Huntrods who served in the Royal Navy during WWII. He shared 
stories of the D-Day landings, the Arctic convoys and the liberation 
of Sicily. He also took a major part in the VJ victory parades in 
Singapore. Guy told each story with a passion and intensity. For 
a man of 93 he really engaged our young people as each story 
had a meaning that was relevant for today. He told us that no-one 
wins in war, and peace should be worked for daily .

We finished with the Mr Racher playing the Last Post on 
the bugle and a two minute silence at 11am. Afterwards, Guy 
Huntrods read the Kohima Epitaph before Dennis Homewood, 
from the Royal British Legion, read the poem For the Fallen 

Amongst the guests was the Deputy Mayor, Councillor Julia 
Soyke, and afterwards she wrote to the Academy to say that: “It was 
far and away the most informative, varied, meaningful and emotive 
presentation to mark Remembrance Day I have experienced. The 
presence of Mr Guy Huntrods, and being able to hear and see 
him being interviewed, was a most memorable high point. He has 
survived and achieved so much, yet remains so modest.”
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This year’s SKA Christmas card (left) was designed by Amy Sermbezis, Year 7 and 
the SKPS Christmas card (right) was designed by Poppy Wilson, Reception Class

Life as a Learning  Mentor
Hello! I’m working as a Learning Mentor at The Skinners’ 
Kent Academy.

I have just finished my International Baccalaureate Diploma 
at Sevenoaks School where I studied English, French and 
Geography at Higher Level and History, Chemistry and Maths 
at Standard Level. I’m currently applying to university to 
study English .

I knew that I wanted to take a gap year after leaving school 
but hadn’t planned exactly what to do until I heard about the 
scheme at The Skinners’ Kent Academy. Having helped out in 
previous mentoring schemes at my own school, I was excited 
to learn that I could do this in a more official role and gain a 
better insight into life the other side of the desk. 

I help out with the Communication Faculty (mainly English) 
and I’ll either work with a small group of students outside the 
classroom to stretch their knowledge or help them if they’re 
struggling. I am also available inside the classroom for extra 
support alongside the teacher . In order to know the students 
outside an academic environment I also help out with the 
after school Netball Club and volunteer for duties.

Although I’ve only spent a short time at the Academy, 
I think I can say that I’ve learnt more as a teacher than a 
student! Both staff and students have been so welcoming, 
especially when I look more lost than the new Year 7s – how 
are they able to show me where to go when I had a two 
week head start?!

There’s always so much going on and the students always 
have so much to tell you. I am thoroughly enjoying meeting 
each and every student and helping them to learn in their 
lessons . Sophie Hazel

Parents, Teachers and 
Friends’ Association (PTFA)
I recently became Chair of the Parents, Teachers and Friends’ 
Association at SKA. The PTFA was formed in 2012 and has 
grown with the Academy over the past four years. 

The PTFA provides a great opportunity to give parents a 
voice, be the connection between the Academy and the 
community, to be socially active, and to raise funds for key 
areas that parents are passionate about .

We are actively looking for new members to contribute to 
the brilliant work achieved so far. We don’t want you to come 
to endless meetings but if you can organise, design, fundraise, 
come up with ideas or simply persuade other parents to  
help, we would love to hear from you. You can get in touch 
at ptfa.ska@gmail.com Steve Wynne, Chair of the PTFA

Annual Friends’ Reception
The Skinners’ Kent Academy 
hosted the annual SKA Friends’ 
Reception on Thursday 12 May, 
with The Right Honourable The 
Lord Lisvane KCB DL (formerly 
Sir Robert Rogers) former Clerk 
to the House of Commons and 
Liveryman of The Skinners’ 
Company.

Over 40 guests listened to 
the talk with the title ‘Fit for 

purpose? Some reflections 
o n  P a r l i a m e n t  a n d  t h e 
Constitution’ in the Lecture 
Theatre . This was followed by 
a lively question and answer 
session which was also full of 
fascinating bits of information. 

After the presentation, all 
guests were invited to have 
drinks and light refreshments 
in the Pen and Paper . 

Burnet News Club even has 
attendees seeking election 
Newton students meet after 
the Academy day to participate 
in the Burnet News Club, a 
club that provides a platform 
for young people to discuss 
current affairs.

Over the course of the year 
we discussed a number of hot 
topics, and it was pleasing 
to witness students making 
art iculate and passionate 
contributions on issues as 
complex as the housing shortage 
and the welfare system .

In the summer term, the 
question of the referendum 

loomed, and I would like to 
congratulate the members of 
the group who presented cases 
for and against ‘Brexit’ during a 
Newton House assembly.

 With these accomplishments 
in mind, it comes as no surprise 
to see two of our attendees 
seeking election to political 
office, as part of the Kent Youth 
Council.

Special thanks are due to 
Mr Boyd and Miss Owen, who 
gave up their time to chair 
debates and guide discussion .  
Mr Pursey 

Sophie Hazel, Learning Mentor Steve Wynne, Chair of the PTFA
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