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Welcome
“Start by doing what is necessary, then 
do what is possible and suddenly you are 
doing the impossible!” Beginning the ninth 
Principal’s welcome, in a year like no other, 
with this quote from St Francis of Assisi, 
seems most appropriate.
Throughout this review, you will read of the most dedicated 
and supportive staff who, when faced with the most difficult of 
challenges seen in the Education sector in decades, approached 
these challenges ensuring our core values and business 
remained at the heart of everything.

I am incredibly proud of the work that both students and 
staff have completed in the face of adversity. The creativity, 
commitment and the adaptability demonstrated over the past 
year has been truly remarkable. Pride in our success? Absolutely!

Despite the various challenges Covid-19 presented our 
community, the Academy’s commitment to providing outstanding 
education to the young people in our care remains steadfast. 
Equus provides us an opportunity to reflect on the past year 
and to recognise that in spite of these difficulties, our students 
continue to embrace the opportunities presented to them. 
Over the past year, our curriculum has adapted and expanded, 
building upon the foundations of inquiry-based learning, using 
global contexts to shape lessons and developing our IB minded 
characteristics.

We have introduced more Arts and Sport, bespoke IT and 
Religious Studies curriculum into Years 7 -9 curriculums, ensuring 
all of our students receive an ambitious and broad curriculum in 
order to support and provide the much needed foundations for 
success at both GCSE and the IBCP at the Sixth Form.

This year welcomed yet again our largest Sixth Form cohort, 
with an extensive curriculum offer now in place including subjects 
ranging from Social Anthropology, Film Studies, Chemistry, 
Theatre and Psychology, to further supplement the already 
existing Academic subjects. We continue to be incredibly 
proud of the work our young people in the Sixth Form undertake 
academically, working closely with the local community and in 
the work they conduct with our younger year groups. 

This year saw our first Heads of Houses: Thomas Benstead 
(Brunel), Nathan Friend (Franklin) and Imogen Skates (Darwin). 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank them for being 
outstanding role models within the Academy. We are thrilled to 
see our outgoing Sixth Form students this year leave the Academy 
to take up a variety of University places to read degrees including 
Law with Business, Creative Writing, Politics with Economics and 
Biological Sciences to name just a few.

This year has definitely been one for embracing changes 
and adapting. With our ever-increasing numbers within the 
Academy, we have welcomed new students and staff into our 
community. We are delighted to welcome Mr Ed Wesson as 
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Acting Senior Executive Leader for the Trust and look forward 
to continuing to work closely with our primary school, SKPS. 
Next academic year will see the first year we are welcoming 
SKPS Year 6 students into the Academy as our new Year 7s 
and we look forward to strengthening the link across the Trust 
further.

We have also welcomed the roles of Directors of Learning to 
the Academy this year. Our Directors of Learning will all oversee 
the strategic direction of our Faculty subjects alongside working 
with the core SLT to provide further opportunity for all our 
students.

This year has also presented a personal opportunity for me 
and I am thrilled and privileged to be writing this introduction 
as the Principal of the Academy after a couple of years as Vice 
Principal.

The Skinners’ Kent Academy is a truly unique and special 
place. This last year has shone a light on how remarkable it is. It 
provides opportunity for each and every student to be successful. 
It provides a platform of ambition and instils an importance to us 
all of inclusivity. The Academy’s vision to develop global learners 
who have the skills necessary to be successful in their next steps 
has been built upon a foundation of high expectations and I 
am fully committed to ensuring that we move from strength to 
strength into our new chapter. We will no doubt take a lot of 
learning from this year and I am confident that the Academy is 
up to this challenge.

Miss Hannah Knowles
Principal
The Skinners’ Kent Academy

Welcome

“I am incredibly proud of the work that both 
students and staff have completed in the face 
of adversity. The creativity, commitment and 
the adaptability demonstrated over the past 
year has been truly remarkable. Pride in our 
success? Absolutely!”

Miss Hannah Knowles

View of the Academy
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Skinners’ Kent  
Primary School
Covid-19 cannot eclipse our exceptional 
achievements during this year
The dark nights have drawn in, the winter coats are out and the summer is now a distant 
memory. As we look back over the last year, the unprecedented challenges that swept in on 
the back of Covid-19 have been a test for us all.
As a Trust, the strength in our 
community has never been 
more important. We strive to 
maintain normality for our 
pupils, continuing to provide 
consistent and high-quality 
learning that all can access, be 
that remotely or on site. 

Whilst Covid-19 dominates 
2020, the few months prior 
to lockdown starting were as 
busy as ever at SKPS. The close 
of 2019 saw our Year 2 class 
attending the annual Skinners’ 
Company Christmas party at 
Skinners’ Hall. Celebrations in 
school included our EYFS/KS1 
performance to parents, our 
KS2 carol concert, our choir 
singing to residents at The 
Hospice in the Weald, a visiting 
pantomime and our ever-
popular Christmas jumper day, 
raising funds for Hospice in the 
Weald and our fantastic school 
Accent Catering Christmas 
dinner day. We could not have 
envisaged, when we returned 
in January, the challenges that 
2020 would bring.

However, before we turn our 
attention to Covid-19, we must 
celebrate with you our proudly 
reached milestone of all SKPS 
year groups being in place in 
September 2020 and school 
being full with 210 pupils on 
roll. For those unfamiliar with 
our school, we opened in 2015 

with 31 pupils, with our pupil 
and staff numbers increasing 
annually since then until this 
year when we reached full 
capacity. Each year as we have 
grown has meant new things 
for us to learn as a school, and 
this year is no exception, with 
the Kent test and transfer of 
pupils to secondary school 
being a first for us. We wish our 
Year 6 all the very best in the 
next stage of their educational 
journey, when they leave us in 
July 2021, and we are so proud 
of them – our first Year 6 to 
move on from SKPS!

The year 2020 saw some 
Trust leadership changes with 
Hilary Macaulay leaving at the 
end of the last academic year 
and the appointment of Ed 
Wesson, Headteacher of The 
Skinners’ School as Acting Trust 
Senior Executive Leader for this 
academic year. He has been a 
great supporter of both SKPS 
and SKA and we are thrilled to 
be working closely with him 
in his new role and see this 
as an excellent opportunity to 
develop the close links between 
the Trust and The Skinners’ 
School further.

At governance level, Lynda 
Myers is now in her second year 
as the SKPS Chair of Governors 
and her steadfast support has 
been invaluable. We sadly said 

goodbye to Jonathan Evans, 
a foundation Governor, who 
completed the maximum 
term of service allowed. We 
thank him for his guidance 
and support during his time 
with us, from SKPS being a 
plan on paper to being an over 
subscribed Ofsted rated school. 
In March 2020, parents elected 
a new parent Governor, George 
Pargeter, to represent them.

Within school, I returned from 
maternity leave in June 2020, 
having temporarily handed over 
the headship to Mrs Rebekah 
Leeves, Deputy Headteacher, in 
September 2019. She could not 
have had a more diverse and 
difficult time in which to take on 
this role but she absolutely rose 
to the challenge and displayed 
great leadership during her 
nine months at the helm. We 
continue to work together as 
the school leadership team, 
supported by our excellent 
phase leaders, Miss Ritchie (KS2 
Phase Leader) and Miss Bathurst 
(EYFS/KS1 Phase Leader). 

The onset of Covid-19 and 
the lockdown in March meant 
many changes needed to 
be made within a very short 
period of time. Within days of 
a lockdown being muted, we 
had an online learning platform 
in place, with al l  parents 
engaged with this, so that when 

lockdown was announced, 
we were ready for it. SKPS 
remained open throughout 
lockdown, providing keyworker 
places for both SKPS and SKA 
pupils, and maintained contact 
with all of our families, not only 
providing online learning but 
also supporting their wellbeing 
by telephone and email. 

In Term 6, when schools were 
advised by the Government to 
provide onsite education for 
keyworker pupils, EYFS and 
Year 1, we were able to offer 
these pupils attendance for the 
whole term. We also offered 
for all pupils in the other year 
groups to attend for part of 
Term 6 if they wished to. We 
are extremely proud of our staff 
and our facilities and catering 
staff, for their commitment and 
support of all of our pupils and 
families during this time. Many 
of them juggled their own family 
commitments, including their 
own children’s home learning, 
supported our keyworker 
provision in school, provided 
and marked online learning and 
gave up their school holidays to 
support our SKPS community. 

Our site fully reopened in 
September 2020 to all pupils. 
We continue to ensure that they 
have a positive experience at 
school, that those self-isolating 
receive an education via our 

“As always, we remain steady and true to our ethos and values, ensuring that we give all 
children the opportunity to inspire, flourish and succeed, not only in terms of academic 
success but also in life skills such as tolerance, cooperation and respect”



PAGE 5

online learning platform, that 
we provide ongoing wellbeing 
support for all and we protect 
everyone as much as we can 
by having robust procedures 
on site to minimise potential 
infection. We have been able 
to restart our Forest School 
sessions, with the support of 
two volunteers to whom we 
are very grateful. At the time 
of writing this, we have exciting 
Christmas events planned for 
the pupils as we aim to finish 
the year with some well-
deserved festive fun!

Despite things that we have 
foregone this year,  much 
positivity has also come from 
this time of enforced change. 
It has made us all look at what 
changes we made in response 
to Covid-19 that we would like 
to keep going forward, what 
lessons we have learnt for 
next time, if indeed there is a 
next time, and it has made us 
appreciate what a wonderful 
supportive community we have 
at SKPS. We are very proud to 
be part of this and we hope our 
families are too. 

As always, we remain steady 
and true to our ethos and 
values, ensuring that we give 
all children the opportunity 
t o  i n s p i re ,  f l o u r i s h  a n d 
succeed, not only in terms of 
academic success but also in 
life skills such as tolerance, 
cooperation and respect. We 
aim to give all pupils the best 
education possible, through 
the National Curriculum and 
our International Baccalaureate 
Primary Years Programme, 
to ensure that they become 
lifelong learners and global 
citizens.

Although the Covid-19 crisis 
has cast its shadow over the 
greater part of the year, we 
must not allow it to eclipse 
exceptional achievements that 
have taken place across our 
Trust. Over the next few pages 
we share with you some of the 
highlights of the last year for 
us here at SKPS – we hope you 
enjoy them!

Mrs Gemma Wyatt
Headteacher 
Skinners’ Kent Primary School

Mrs Gemma Wyatt

SKPS School Council members

SKPS School Council members

SKPS School Council formed 
to provide a voice for pupils
This year saw the formation of our SKPS School Council with 
elected members from KS2 meeting termly to discuss ideas, 
solutions and progress.

In their own words: “The school council believes in the 
pupil’s voice, for the most prominent improvements come 
from those who the rules apply to, and to those who are 
effected by them. The council pushes for these ideas and 
helps get what the pupils want put into action.”

“By being elected as councillors we can incorporate our 
ideas into improving our school. We are proud to be members 
of the school council and provide a voice for our peers, it is 
important to us that we have been given this platform to 
express the ideas of the children in the school.”

“We feel like the teachers know we are responsible and 
respect our ideas”.
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Our wonderful Eco Warriors 
want to help make a difference
A successful Eco Committee was set up with representatives from 
each year group keen to make a difference to our world.

 They meet termly to discuss current environmental issues 
and what we can do in school to address these. We are hugely 
proud of our Eco Warriors and all they have achieved in the last 
year, particularly being awarded the National Eco-Schools Bronze 
Award in March.

Forest School sessions offer 
fun amongst the foliage!
All pupils have the opportunity to take part in our very popular 
Forest School sessions, run by our fantastic Forest School Leaders.

They get to do many exciting and fun activities, including wood 
carving, firelighting, playing games, climbing trees, toasting 
marshmallows and drinking hot chocolate! These sessions are 
much coveted!

Pupils litter picking on SKA grounds

Cleaning up after gardening duties

Weeding the vegetable patch…

Safety first when lighting a fire…

Making gloop

…and learning how to pitch a tent

…and learning how to use an axe
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Christmas celebrations at SKA and The Skinners’ Company
Christmas celebrations last year took place both in school and 
also at Skinners’ Hall for our Year 2 pupils.

Each year a class is invited to attend their annual Christmas 
party; pupils travel by train and absolutely love the party games, 

entertainer, food and, of course, a visit from Santa himself! We 
are very appreciative that The Skinners’ Company provide this 
opportunity for our pupils, along with the support they give to 
SKPS throughout the year. 

Lockdown 
didn’t limit 
our VE Day 
celebrations 
at SKPS
Lockdown did not prevent 
staff and keyworker pupils 
celebrating VE Day in May.

Everybody enjoyed taking 
part in a mini themed street 
party which featured plenty of 
1940s music, dancing and fun 
games.

Accent Catering staff donated gingerbread houses as competition prizes

Staff and pupils enjoyed our scaled-down VE Day celebrations

Live music at the 2019 Skinners’ Company Christmas party 

Plenty of safe fun and games for all those who were lucky enough to attend
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SKPS pupils enjoyed some 
fantastic trips and visits
Greg Clark, MP for Tunbridge 
Wells, visited in Term 3 to 
support Year 5’s Unit of Inquiry 
‘Politics and how it shapes 
our society, our lives and our 
future’.

Several pupils expressed an 
interest in finding out more 
about a career in Government, 
with one promising that if he 
becomes Prime Minister, he will 
invite Greg Clark to visit him at 
No. 10 and Greg Clark agreed 
to do the same if he becomes 
Prime Minister!

Year 5 also visited Tunbridge 
Wells Town Hall to have a 
debate in the council chamber, 

presided over by the Mayor. 
Years 3 and 4 had a visit from 
David Fuller, author of the 
popular Alfie Jones series, to 
talk about what inspires him 
as a writer.

 EYFS’s Unit of Inquiry ‘People 
who help us’ was supported by 
parents coming into school to 
talk to them about their jobs in 
the NHS, Fire Service and Royal 
Mail. The police also visited 
which was exciting for all!

EYFS also shared a fantastic 
Space Day with Bishop Chavasse 
Church of England Primary 
School in Tonbridge, travelling 
to their school by coach!

Say hello to the long arm of the law…

Greg Clark, MP for Tunbridge Wells, talks with Year 5 pupils

Pupils enjoying squishy Space Day fun with Bishop Chavasse Primary School

…and to the short arm of the law too!
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There’s always 
something fun for 
everyone with SKPS 
clubs and enrichment 
activities!
Clubs on offer to pupils over the year included 
Dance, Sport, French and Bridge.

We also had many enrichment activities 
across the school, including:
• World Book Day, when we all dressed up as 

our favourite book character;
• Science Week’s Our Diverse Planet’ with 

activities for pupils and parents; and
• First Aid Training in basic first aid skills, 

including how to give CPR in an emergency.
KS2 also enjoyed a Spy Day, which included a 
visit from a former Director General of MI5, a 
Stone Age Day and Diwali celebrations.

Pupils enjoying World Book Day costumes

Pupils showing off their Minibridge-level certificates

Science Week experiments Science Week experiments

Learning CPR during First aid Training Bandage practice

Stone Age Day is always a firm favourite with SKPS pupils
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Communications
In the words of Doctor Seuss:  
‘Oh the places you’ll go…’ if you visit  
the Communications Faculty
With brains in their heads and feet in their shoes our students have travelled the globe from 
the relative comfort of our classrooms.
We have been to Ireland, New Zealand, 
Guyana and Pakistan (to name but a few) 
in our poetry lessons. In our prose and 
play studies we have been to London, 
Lagos, Venice and even to Mars. France, 
Spain, Argentina, Cote D’Ivoire… 

These are all places visited in MFL where 
we study not just other languages but also 
the culture and heritage of the countries 
in which these languages are spoken. We 
really are true to our mission to create 
global learners.

Undoubtedly, the students rise to meet 
our expectations. We would love you to 
talk to your children about the things they 
have read and explored in their lessons at 
the Academy.

The Communications Faculty at SKA is 
a unique place. It is rare for a school to 
create a Faculty linking English and MFL,  

though under the expert leadership of 
Mr Racher and Ms Benamrouche, both 
departments offer a robust and ambitious 
curriculum and are committed to achieving 
the best outcomes for students. What links 
us is this shared drive, but also a shared 
commitment to turning our students 
into masters of language and offering 
the cultural capital that learning about 
different countries provides. We want 
our students to be able to communicate 
well with people from around the world. 
Bringing these two departments together 
has enabled us to think carefully about 
how we teach language and its cultural 
context. Through collaborative planning 
and a shared vision, we are forging our 
identity as a Faculty.

As you tour the classrooms of the 
Communications Faculty you do not 

just see students studiously engaged 
in reading and writing, you also hear 
debate, discussion and recitation. Since 
September I have heard students discuss 
the significance of marriage in Spanish, 
explore the significance of nature in Maori 
culture and debate the morality of the 
death penalty. This is just a flavour of the 
work that goes on. 

In this fertile soil, our curriculum offer 
continues to grow. We now offer Film 
Studies in the Sixth Form and plan to 
extend our language offer bringing French 
and Spanish into all years from 7 to 13.

It has truly been a pleasure to start my 
journey as Director of Learning for the 
Communications Faculty at SKA. Every 
day I come into work with a smile/sourire/ 
sonrisa/усмивка/ةماستبا.
Ms Madziva Director of Learning

Modern Foreign Languages opens up a world of possibilities
At SKA, learning a language gives the 
opportunity to students to celebrate and 
welcome differences in our world.

 Regardless of their starting ability, we 
give them the opportunity to discover 
more about a foreign language by being 
involved in tasks they find interesting and 
fun and to become global citizens.

Learning a new language opens up a 
whole new world of possibilities! And 
that comes with French cuisine! Our 
students have been embracing different 
culinary projects, following French 
recipes and it has most definitely been a 
success and a fantastic way for them to 
discover the culture.

European Day  of  Languages  i s 
celebrated on 26 September each year. 

The general objectives are: 
• to  m a ke  p e o p l e  a wa re  o f  t h e 

importance of language learning 
a n d  d i ve rs i f y i n g  t h e  ra n ge  o f 
languages learnt in order to increase 
plurilingualism and intercultural 
understanding 

• to promote the rich linguistic and 
cultural diversity which must be 
preserved and fostered; and 

• to encourage l i felong language 
learning in and out of school, whether 
for study purposes, for professional 
needs, for purposes of mobility or for 
pleasure and exchanges. 

On the day, SKA teachers wore stickers 
displaying languages or cultures they 
have been in contact with during their 

life. Throughout the day, students were  
not only invited to ask questions to their 
teachers and peers about their languages, 
but a lso to share their  personal 
experiences and opinions on speaking 
foreign languages.

Many said: “I like to travel and speaking 
a foreign language can help me to 
understand the world I live in”; some 
added “This will help me to get a better 
job” and sometimes “My family speaks 
a foreign language and I would like to 
understand them more”.  

 The Languages department took great 
pleasure in hearing all students’ views 
on foreign cultures and hope this day 
of celebrating languages will only keep 
nurturing their interest for diversity.
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Remarkable success for our first 
Poetry By Heart competition 
This year we launched the inaugural 
Poetry By Heart competition in 
Communications.

Students in Years 7-10 were all set the 
challenge to learn a poem by heart in both 
English and French. Their success has been 
remarkable and we are extremely proud. 
Learning a poem by heart is difficult. 
Poetry needs to be word perfect to work 
so the task requires great discipline and 
attention. To do it in a second language is 
an even bigger challenge. Students were 
introduced to different memorisation 
strategies such as memory palaces, 
movement and recitation and then had 
to work independently to memorise 
their poems. We know that if we practise 
and train our memory it boosts capacity 

so hopefully the students will feel the 
benefits of this tricky task. We also know 
that having poetry by heart in your heart 
simply has the capacity to uplift and 
strengthen a person in difficult times. 
Perhaps this will be the greatest gift of the 
challenge. All students who felt confident 
recited their poems in front of their tutors, 
who were all unanimously impressed.

The following students went head to 
head in a closely contested final: Ruby 
Porter(7B1); Joshua Harding (9N1); Gabi 
Payne (8F); Leon and Alfie (7D1); Matthew 
Sewell (7F1); Jackson McCabe (7D2); 
Dylan Ashley (7F2); Mylea Geal (8N) and 
Daria Dragnescu (8F2). Congratulations to 
Joshua Harding and Matthew Sewell who 
came first and second place!

Temptation
Around the dinner table we sit,

Somebody coughs, I think nothing of it,
Hugs, love and smiles we exchange,

But everything as we know it is about to change.

From China to Thailand it spread all around,
It spread and it spread ’til the whole world was drowned,

Drowned in disease, drowned in death,
With one simple sneeze someone took their last breath.

Isolated from the world, from family, from friends,
Will this pandemic ever end?

The temptation to hug my loved ones is too strong,
Will I be able to resist for this long?

Boredom, fear, unexplainable pain,
Longing to see loved ones and hug them again,

Nothing to do, nowhere to go,
Nothing to say, my feelings are low.

As I’m losing all hope more news breaks out,
I wonder what this one could be about,

So I open up the article and to my glee,
Some restrictions have lifted, I’m finally free!

I stay out for hours just taking a walk,
No need to run, no need to talk,

I don’t have to be back yet, that freedom is mine,
So why not enjoy myself and take my time?

As weeks and weeks and even months ago by,
Less and less people who catch it will die,

One by one another restriction is gone,
There are many more pros and many less cons.

But one of the rules that is still in place,
Is families and loved ones can still not embrace,

The longing to hug them is getting too much,
Just one quick hug, just to feel their touch.

Each day getting longer, there’s no end in sight,
Although things are better, they’re still not quite right,

This aching is like a magnetic pull,
My heart needs my family to make it full.

Gabi Payne
Year 9

A presentation during our European Day of Languages

Students have been learning traditional French recipes Students who took part in our Poetry By Heart competition
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Enterprise
A huge thank you in 
a year like no other
I must begin with a huge thank you, to both 
staff and students.
In a year like no other, the staff of the Enterprise Faculty worked 
extremely hard to provide online lessons, pre-recorded content, 
and continue with the delivery of a coherent curriculum model.

To the young people of SKA, you should be extremely proud 
of your efforts during this period of unprecedented change, you 
have made your parents and teachers proud. Thank you also 
to the parents of SKA for all your assistance in the delivery of 
the online learning offer, your support is so crucial. Thank you 
everyone.

I would normally take this opportunity to highlight the 
examination results successes, I will not be doing so this year 
as it doesn’t seem appropriate to talk about percentages. What 
is appropriate is to congratulate all the examination groups on 
their hard work, revision, lesson success and focus, I’m sorry you 
didn’t get the opportunity to show how amazingly you would 
have done. Congratulations on the results you achieved, I hope 
they help you move onto further successes and achievements.

It was fabulous to see so much more enrichment engaged with 
through out the Faculty this year and I thank Mrs Evans for her 
leadership in the delivery of the extra-curricular programme.

As we move into the 2020/21 year, I would offer the students of 
SKA one piece of advice. There will be changes and many things 
will be different this year – all you can do is focus on what you 
can control, work hard and be kind. 
Mr Stephen Blinkhorn Head of Enterprise Faculty

Maths ‘Student of the Week’ sweet bouquets Students running the Christmas Fayre during a Parent’s Review Meeting

Year 9 and Year 13 students sharing a Maths lesson
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Maths update
Last year was full of highs for the Maths 
department both before and during 
lockdown!

I think it is safe to say that lock down 
was a challenge for everyone. We 
had tens of thousands of Mathswatch 
questions answered by students – the 
most this online platform has been used 
over the many years we have had it. 
As a department, we used more online 
platforms than ever in order to reach 
and engage every student. Zoom, Loom, 
Teams, Google Classroom, Meet: who 
knew what these were pre-Covid-19? 
As a department, in order to meet the 
possible challenges of working from 
home, we have invested in technology 
and software which will enable us to 
teach live lessons much more often and 
with ease.

We have also invested in a new online 
platform called Complete Maths which 
enables us to bridge the learning gaps 
created due to the lockdown in March.

Covid-19 aside, last year the Maths 
department ran more extracurricular 
activities than ever before. Year 8s had the 
opportunity to take part in a Lego activity 
where they had to use their thinking and 
visual skills to think like an architect to 
design and construct a functional building. 
We had students from every set involved 
and it really was a fantastic day with all 
students behaving impeccably.

Following this, the Enterprise faculty 
ran a Christmas Fayre during one of the 
Parent’s Review Meetings. Each tutor 
group in KS3 was tasked with designing/
creating a product to sell during the 
evening with the aim of making the most 
profit. 7D2 (now 8D2) were the winning 
group making a profit of over £64! They 
celebrated with a pizza/buffet lunch!

At the beginning of the year, the most 
able and talented students in Year 9 
attended Year 13 lessons in order for them 
to realise how accessible the content is 
for them, even now and to also hopefully 

inspire them to think about maths as an 
IBCP subject. We also had four of our Year 
9s take part in the Ri (Royal Institute of 
Mathematics) Masterclass in connection 
with Sevenoaks school. Our students 
attended Sevenoaks on four Saturday 
mornings and took part in problem 
solving activities challenging themselves 
against other mathematical brains from 
other schools in the area. 

We also ran the United Kingdom 
Mathematics Trust (UKMT) Maths 
Challenge and had a huge number of 
certificates awarded. We also had two 
students who took part in the UKMT 
Olympiad – held online due to Covid-19! 
We are hopefully looking forward to 
running this again this year.

As a department, we also began 
‘Student of the Week’. We had a number 
of students who were lucky enough to 
win the sweet bouquet (kindly designed 
by Miss Kinsey) and we are continuing 
this throughout 2020/2021.

“As we move into the 2020/21 year, I would offer the students of SKA one piece of advice. 
There will be changes and many things will be different this year – all you can do is focus on 
what you can control, work hard and be kind”

Year 8 students working on their Lego activity The Lego activity encouraged Year 8 students to think like architects
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Expressive 
Arts
Celebrating half a decade of the 
Expressive Arts Faculty
How has it been five years since the Faculty was first formed? We may have moved on, 
expanded our offer and increased the number of specialist Arts and PE teachers but one thing 
remains constant – the high expectations across the Faculty and the passion from both staff 
and students to embrace everything that comes their way! 
Lower School students continue to be taught Art, Drama, Music 
and PE for just over two and a half days of their fortnightly 
timetable and now Year 9 students continue those subjects for an 
additional year too – something I am extremely pleased about.

The 2019-20 academic year might feel overshadowed by the 
global pandemic but we still had nearly seven months of face- to-
face teaching where a lot was achieved and I was incredibly proud 
of how students and staff across the faculty creatively embraced 
the challenges of online learning. Students threw themselves into 
online content and embraced photo competitions, instrument 
making, inter-house and cross school house sports competitions, 
watched livestreamed theatre and recorded a whole ‘Coronavirus 

Time Capsule’ for SKA to remember the pandemic through the 
eyes of our young people in many years to come. 

I always look for the positives and encourage staff and students 
to use the power of the Arts and Sport to help us at all times; in 
light of the pandemic and the challenges we now face as a school 
community the Arts and Sport are needed even more than ever 
and we will endeavour to offer as much as possible, as safely as 
possible whilst we face these times of uncertainty. 

This next Academic year is going to come with its challenges 
but in true SKA style I know we will be proud of our successes 
when we look back this time next year. 
Mrs Barradell Director of Learning: Expressive Arts

Year 7 Year 7 Year 8

Year 9Year 7 Year 7
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Art
Art and Design has had an exciting and challenging year. Huge 
congratulations to all our students for continuing to work under 
such adverse conditions. 

KS3 students began Year 7 by looking at the Elements of Art, 
as we believe a strong grounding in the basics of Art from Year 
7 is most important.

Year 7 and 8 continued looking at a variety of themes expanding 
their Art knowledge and building their skills.

Year 9, our final GCSE Year 9 cohort, began by looking at Sea 
Life and Natural Forms, exploring collage, drawing and batik. They 
went on to look at portraiture and produced beautiful triptychs.  

Year 10 and 11 spent the early months working on their GCSE 
portfolios and we welcomed our first cohort of BTEC Art and 
Design Level 3 Extended Certificate students into the Sixth Form, 
where they have focussed on different media used to create 2D, 
3D and digital artworks.

Some of the Sixth Form students also enrolled in the IB Visual 
Art course focussing on Textiles, Ceramics and Photography – 
therefore beginning the journey of an excellent and well-rounded 
Art foundation, giving them huge breadth and skills to enable 
onward progression to post-18 Art study should they choose to 
do so. 

When lockdown arrived, and all lessons shifted online, this was 
a challenge for a subject where one-to-one, daily feedback is 
routine, not seeing our students working was a huge adjustment 
to have to make, nevertheless, during this period so many of our 
students continued working to the high standards we expected, 
pushing their skills and their creativity.

Year 7’s topic for Term 5 and 6 was African Art and they 
produced some truly inventive and original African Power  
Figures.

Year 8’s topic for Term 5 and 6 was the study of North American 
Indigenous Art and so many students produced amazing work 
with what they had at home, an example being Toby Hoppe’s 
Loom Weaving

Year 9’s theme for Term 5 and 6 was to create a detailed timeline 
of the development of Western Art. They also had to study an Art 
Movement in depth. Year 9 produced exceptional work.

Year 10 and 11 continued to work from home, although 
exam work was understandably affected by lockdown and they 
missed the normal face-to-face time with their teachers, and 
they completed their final pieces for themselves – an act which 
showed the sheer dedication of SKA students. Year 12 students 
continued working on their BTEC and IBVA course work and luckily 
the Year 13 IBVA students had just had their exhibition assessed 
by the start of lockdown.

The Art Team are super proud of all that our students have 
accomplished and what they will continue to achieve this 
academic year! 
Mrs Forde Head of Art

Year 9

Year 9

Year 11

Year 9 Year 9
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Year 12

Year 12

Year 13

Year 13

Year 13
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Drama
‘The show must go on!’ is definitely 
the motto of the 2019-2020 academic 
year from the Drama department’s 
perspective. 

As always, the Drama department 
continues with great enthusiasm to 
encourage and offer our young people all 
sorts of extra-curricular activities. We are 
determined to broaden their knowledge 
and appreciation of all things theatrical 
and there is no better way to do this than 
seeing live theatre or streamed live theatre 
during a pandemic!

Key Stage 4 students were lucky 
enough to go and see two productions 
last academic year: an edgy version of 
Macbeth, set in a church and performed 
locally at Salomon’s Estate as well as 
the West End production of Come From 
Away – the ensemble musical detailing 
the after effects of 9/11 on a small 
Newfoundland community, it was great 
to run this trip as a cross-curricular event 
as well as also expanding the offer to Key 
Stage 5 students. Both productions were 
extremely well received by the students, 
who went on to use them to consolidate 
learning related to their ongoing Drama & 
Music qualifications.

Mrs Barradell  was invited to co-
present ‘What makes a successful Drama 
department?’ at the Music and Drama 
Education Expo in March 2020 alongside 
Trinity College London international exam 
board. Mrs Barradell felt that the best way 
to present was to take along a student who 
has been educated from KS3 through to 
6th Form as a Drama student within SKA. 

Nathan spoke with confidence and 
delight about our technical theatre strands, 
our links with local theatres and how 
we have now added the offer of LAMDA 
teaching within the department. The 
questions from the audience were thought 
provoking and once again, Nathan rose 
to the challenge of answering with great 
confidence and enthusiasm.

We hope to be invited to more national 
conferences and events and to give more 
SKA students the opportunity to speak, 

The Academy represented at the expo Quantum Theatre

Pete Basham

present or prepare aspects of that content. 
More information can be found at www.
musicanddramaeducationexpo.co.uk/
london/news/download-the-london-2020-
show-guide.

It is was our pleasure to welcome in 
well-established local actor and director, 
Pete Basham. Pete directed and played 
the role of Macbeth in the Shakespeare 
Project production of Macbeth that we 
went to watch.

His workshop for KS4 students, which 
detailed his exploits around producing, 
directing and acting in a production, 
also allowed students a deeper level of 
understanding to support their exam-style 
theatre review answers. 

In Drama we value the cross-curricular 
links that help establish that the Arts 
are inherently connected to all the core 
subjects in a multitude of ways.

Timed to coincidence with 2019 
Remembrance Day, touring theatre 
company Quantum Theatre provided all 
our Key Stage 3 students with a devised 

historical performance entitled Your 
Country Needs You! detailing all the 
major events of WW1, performed by two 
amazingly talented, multi-role actors. 
Students were engaged to think about 
various modules they were currently 
studying in both History and Drama.

Year 9 students engaged with Company 
Three’s Coronavirus Time Capsule whilst 
we were in lockdown. Each week they met 
via Zoom and crafted work individually ,and 
this was then edited together to create an 
episode each week. This has been archived 
by Company Three and can be watched at 
www.coronavirustimecapsule.com/the-
skinners-kent-academy.

It was published weekly on our Academy 
YouTube channel and social media 
platforms. Students used video editing and 
voice recording software to produce work 
in so many positive and creative ways, 
they were invited to the Company Three’s 
virtual ‘wrap party’ and got to speak with 
and collaborate with other schools and 
youth theatres from across the nation.   

https://www.musicanddramaeducationexpo.co.uk/london/news/download-the-london-2020-show-guide
https://www.musicanddramaeducationexpo.co.uk/london/news/download-the-london-2020-show-guide
https://www.musicanddramaeducationexpo.co.uk/london/news/download-the-london-2020-show-guide
https://www.musicanddramaeducationexpo.co.uk/london/news/download-the-london-2020-show-guide
https://www.coronavirustimecapsule.com/the-skinners-kent-academy
https://www.coronavirustimecapsule.com/the-skinners-kent-academy
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Music
A lot had changed for our Year 7 and 8 students 
as they were welcomed back into an ever-
developing Music department. However, 
one thing that remains constant, year after 
year, is the opportunity for students to have 
meaningful experiences where they can 
explore, create, listen and perform music. 

The focus of composition has remained 
a continual focus for students from Year 7 
through to Year 13, with an understanding of 
Garage Band improving year on year. Students 
have been challenged to consider Music from 
different perspectives, artforms and through the 
eyes of different subjects; for example the study 
of film music, where students investigated the 
motion picture Titanic and analysed techniques 
and elements of music to eventually recreate 
their own soundtrack. 

Year 8s have continued to explore Music 
from different cultures; studying world music 
and investigating styles and instruments from 
around the world. Students have been given the 
opportunity throughout the curriculum to work 
individually, in pairs and as small ensembles.     

Our GCSE students have been busy working 
on their solo performances and a tight knit but 
diverse group in both Year 10 and Year 11 has 
enabled peer sharing of different musical tastes, 
skills and ideas to aid the development of their 
compositions. 

Our first cohort of Year 12 students began 
working towards the BTEC Level 3 National 
Certificate in Music Performance. Students 

worked on their performance units where 
they verbally and physically demonstrated the 
performance and technical skills needed for 
an accomplished musical programme before 
we were pushed into lockdown. It was great 
to still engage within ‘Zoom’ squares and to 
work creatively at distance to produce music 
nevertheless.

Those Year 12 now move into Year 13 and they 
begin the new academic year by investigating 
professional practice in the music industry and 
working on a music business proposal which 
encompasses budgeting, marketing, project 
planning and creative ideas.

Extra-curricular activities
During the 2019-20 Academy year we 
were pleased to organise a musical 
theatre trip in collaboration with the 
Drama department.

The opportunity to enjoy Come from 
Away and critique the differences 
from a Music and Drama perspective 
were insightful for the staff and 
students alike.

We are pleased to have taken 
our passion for Music out into the 
community and for Christmas 2019 our 
Academy singing group performed for 
Co-op Funeralcare’s Christmas concert. 

Our range of instruments offered 
from private peripatetic tutors has 
expanded and we now have students 
playing the harp in addition to our 
usual offer.

We have enjoyed working with and 
collaborating more with ‘How to be in 
a band’ from Tunbridge Wells Music 
School.

We also continue to build numbers 
in our Ukulele Club, choir and our two 
rock bands and we hope to be able 
to showcase their talent – Covid-19 
permitting – towards the end of this 
current academic year.

Rehearsal time for one of our two rock bands

Year 13 are investigating professional practice in the music industry 

GCSE students learning Garage Band

Year 8s playing musical instruments from around the world
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PE
Lockdown
In order to encourage the SKA community to keep active 
during lockdown, we launched a PE Instagram page at www.
instagram.com/ska_p.e where we posted daily fitness activities 
to challenge the students from the safety of their own home.

We were inundated with pictures and videos of our students 
completing the tasks and messages from both students and 
parents stating how much better the activities made them feel 
and how it gave families a structure to their days of isolation. 

Our daily schedule ranged from fitness challenges, set by the 
SKA PE department or a professional athlete, to a live workout 
to embrace and join in with. 

SKA-CTIVE Week
In response to Sports Day being cancelled due to the pandemic, 
the PE department responded by launching SKA-CTIVE week.

Our focus was to keep a sense of belonging and competition 
across the school community and to get students and staff out 
exercising following the government’s announcement to ease the 
lockdown. What a success this was! Students downloaded the 
Map My Fitness app and were entered into a team along with the 
other students in their year group and house. As a team, students 
walked, ran or cycled to clock up the kilometres to travel further 
than the other houses. Darwin came out victorious accumulating 
a whopping 1,652km.

As a school community, we managed to walk, run and cycle 
the same distance from SKA to Syria. Such a fantastic display of 
teamwork and community!

Our friends across town at St Gregory’s Catholic School (SGS) 
heard about what we did and challenged us to Distance-Off! 
Each day, we would both log our miles and update the two 
communities on how far had been travelled. SGS came out 
victorious in that contest, which we applaud them for. However, 
the real success of this challenge was that so many of the SKA 

We managed to walk, run and cycle the same distance from SKA to Syria!

Winning on the walls at Chimera Climbing

community came together plus the obvious health benefits for 
our students, staff and parents. 

Rock climbing
The nature of the GCSE PE course encourages students to 
participate in a wide range of activities where, quite often, they 
find they have a hidden talent.

During the 2018 academic year, the PE department ran a rock-
climbing taster session at Chimera Climbing in Tunbridge Wells to 
give students an introduction to the sport. This led to a group of 
students being assessed in rock climbing for one of their GCSE PE 
activities, in which they did extremely well. The partnership we 
have built with Chimera is one which we will now continue and 
look to encourage more students to take part in rock climbing, 
through our extracurricular and recreational PE offer. It’s a great 
way to increase physical fitness and introduces students to a 
different type of social setting.

New gym
September 2020 was all set to be the grand opening of our 
new fitness suite. As with most things Covid-19-related this is 
currently on hold but nevertheless the plans and curriculum 
work around this facility continues.

Our new facility is going to enable students to enhance their 
functional movement, strength and cardiovascular fitness. Our 
curriculum enables all students to leave the Academy knowing 
how to train correctly and how to increase or sustain their level 
of fitness. Using top-of-the-range equipment and up to date 
technology will set up the next generation for training and keeping 
healthy as they move into early adulthood. It goes without saying 
that the gym will have benefits on both the mental and physical 
well-being of our young people. Our new fitness suite is yet to open

https://www.instagram.com/ska_p.e
https://www.instagram.com/ska_p.e
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Humanities

Geography
The Geography department has had a 
successful, albeit eventful year, even managing 
to squeeze some fieldwork into what has been 
a year of closures and lockdowns. Our students 
have worked exceptionally hard and we are so 
very proud of them, particularly our 2020 GCSE 
cohort of whom nine received Grades 8 or 9. 

Our students were able to use the power of 
the internet during the period of school closures 
to develop their geographical understanding and 
engaged tremendously with remote learning. 
Year 9 for example made excellent use of Google 
Earth to ‘visit’ their case study of Mumbai 
allowing them greater insight into the layout 
and development of this vibrant megacity. Year 
10 worked exceptionally well throughout the 
year and completed the complex physical topics 
of rivers and coasts during the closure, their 
independence and resilience is admirable. 

During their Term 6 recap and revision 
sessions, Year 8 returned to their topic of 
weather and engaged with a variety of weather 
forecasting methodologies and theories. Flying 
inside a hurricane may not be that soothing, 
but we found the fascinating website (pictured 
below) calming to watch. Do have a look at 
https://earth.nullschool.net/
Miss Katherine McCreadie Acting Head of 
Geography

Students broadened 
their knowledge despite 
lockdowns and closures
Whether travelling out on a field trip or exploring 
virtual journeys online, our students continued to work 
exceptionally well this year.

Southwold trip for Year 12 students 
was lucky for both weather and timing 
In Term 3 of 2020 (yes, we mean 
January/February!) Year 12 travelled 
to the coast at Southwold in Suffolk to 
collect data and evidence for their 
Internal Assessment.

 Our students were exemplary, their 
behaviour and manners perfect – they 
represented the Academy perfectly and 
were a pleasure to spend the weekend 
with. They all enjoyed the experience 
immensely and have certianly become 
better geographers as a result of their 
experiences.

We were particularly lucky with the 
weather, (the sun even showed her 
face) and as it turned out the timing 

with schools closing to most students 
only six weeks later. 

Southwold presents a diversity of 
coastal environments enabling students 
to experience and investigate dune 
environments, tourist beaches, and 
rapidly eroding cliff faces along with a 
range of coastal defence strategies.

Our students developed their skills of 
primary and secondary data collection, 
table football, and posing for what 
we all decided would make excellent 
and very trendy album covers if they 
were to form a band and release a hit 
record. The fish and chips were rather 
good too!

A view out over the Southwold beach

The entrance to Southwold Pier

https://earth.nullschool.net/
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History on our doorstep: students 
uncovered the fascinating heyday 
of Tunbridge Wells past!
This year our Year 9 students have 
been investigating local history. 
They have been learning about the 
heyday of Tunbridge Wells when 
it was an entertainment centre 
for Georgian Society, the strong 
Suffragette presence in the town and 
the highly important role Tunbridge 
Wells played in both World War One 
and Two. 

They have also been learning 
about the school site. Did you know 
that before Sandown Court School 
was built in the 1950s, the site was 
originally a country estate with 
‘beautiful views’? The magnificent 
Stratford House (which was later 
renamed Sandown Court) used to 
stand on the school grounds, on the 
site of the amphitheatre.

It had some fascinating residents 
in its time, including an eccentric 
calling himself ‘Julius Caesar’ who 
was most upset when he had his 
horses confiscated during World War 
One!  A later resident of the house 
was the highly inspirational Pauline 
Gower MBE – the British pilot and 
writer who established the women’s 

branch of the Air Transport Auxiliary 
during the Second World War and 
who did a great deal to advance the 
position of women in the field of 
aviation.

As well as learning about our 
local history, the students had the 
opportunity to research and put 
together project work on their own 
family histories.

 Pauline Gower MBE

A woodcut of Stratford House

Students learning how to measure with a trundle wheel

Who needs a smartphone with a great game like this?

Students comparing data on the beach
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Science &  
Technology
We conquered 
the steep learning 
curve of remote 
working
In the Science department, as well as the rest 
of the Academy, it has been a challenging 
year for everybody.
We have seen our working practices change from classroom-
based learning to remote learning from home, and then 
back to the classroom – albeit with new routines courtesy of 
Covid-19.

Teaching from home has been a steep learning curve for older 
staff in the department, by which I mean myself, so I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank the younger members of the 
department for leading the way with our remote learning.

Talking of the members of the department I would like to 
welcome Biology specialist Dr Clare Notley to the Academy, and in 
January I look forward to welcoming our new Director of Learning 
Mr David Turner, who is a Physicist.

David has been working on the use of video for remote learning 
and revision, and having seen some of his work, it is an exciting 
prospect that will further the teaching and learning within the 
department.

Also joining the staff last Christmas were Mrs Angela Bailey and 
Mr Ben Johnson, who joined the Technician team.

Angela came from Crowborough Beacon and now leads our 
excellent team of Technicians. Ben came from an engineering 
background, and with the already-established Bridget Widdison, 
the three of them have made good use of their time designing 
and making new resources, and trialling new experiments, so in 
a post-Covid-19 future, the department is all ready to make up 
for lost time with the experimental side of Science. 

I am pleased to say that with the staff we now have, we have 
been able to increase the courses we offer at Key Stage 5, with 
IB Diploma Chemistry joining the IB Diploma Biology we already 
offer, and with David Turner joining the team I look forward to 
offering IB Diploma Physics next September. I know that not every 
student wants to follow a career path in Science, so as of this 
September, we started BTEC National Applied Science for those 
students who would like to do some more Science but want to 
follow other career choices.

Unfortunately, the lockdown put paid to a number of trips we 
had planned to take students on last year, such as the Bodyworks 
exhibition, but we did manage a few before the Academy closed 
in March.
Mr Simon Whitehead Head of Science

Forensic Day and 
Science Week
At the beginning of March, a small group of year 7 and 
8 students were lucky enough to take part in a day of 
forensics.

A guest speaker came in and explained some forensic 
techniques such as handwriting, making moulds of footprints, 
finger printing and using a microscope to identify certain 
hairs. Students then had to solve an investigation using the 
techniques that they had learnt, and were given alibis’ and 
statements to look through too.

We had one group who were successful in identifying the 
correct suspect and gave good reasons from their evidence to 
back up their decision. This group qualified for the National 
Forensic Tournament, which has sadly been cancelled due 
to Covid-19.

Science Week followed the forensic day in which year 7 
and 8 students had to find out who the murderer was. A 
crime scene was set up in a classroom and students were 
given evidence that had been collected from the scene of 
the crime. They then had to use this evidence – fingerprints, 
DNA sample, chemical analysis and alibis – to identify which 
teacher was the murderer and why they did it. Several groups 
across the year groups successfully identified Mr Cooper as 
the murderer. The level of enthusiasm from all the teachers 
and students involved was wonderful and we look forward 
to the next Science Week.

On the trips front, both Years 11 and 12 had trips to 
Wakehurst Place, and Mrs Petitt took four students from 
Years 9 and 10 to Tonbridge School to take part in the Barton 
Science Competition, where they came third overall. A great 
achievement in the face of a lot of stiff competition from 
other local schools. Mrs Hunter

…found at the scene of the crimeWorking out all the forensic clues…
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Design and Technology
It has been a difficult year for all of 
us, and we had to find new ways of 
working with our students during the 
first lockdown. Well done to all of our 
students who responded so admirably 
to the changes. 

The department teachers Mr Cooper, 
Mr Blake and Mr Lloyd, and our 
Technician Ms Widdison, are enjoying 
developing new programmes of study 
in the subject.

In the summer, we enjoyed very 
pleasing results in GCSE and IB Design 
and Technology, with some of our Year 
13 students going on to study Design 
further at University.

This year we introduced a new 
curriculum in Key Stage 3, with a 
whole host of exciting projects for 
our students to work. These projects 

will help students to develop a variety 
of new skills and give them more 
experience in working with different 
materials.

We are also looking forward to 
running our successful after school 
clubs again as soon as Covid-19 
restrictions allow us to do so. 

In Design and Technology, we have 
also been working on developing 
our digital resources with our GCSE 
students; this has included using a 
variety of Google platforms, SketchUp 
and 2D Design.

Our IB Design Technology students 
have also been working on their 
technical drawing skills and building 
on their use of ICT.
Miss Widdison Head of Design and 
Technology

Science Week experiments

Epoxy resin ornament Epoxy resin key fob Hand-sewn textile art

Graphic design

Science Week experiments Science Week experiments

Science Week experiments
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Food Preparation and Nutrition
At the beginning of the year, our 
Food Preparation and Nutrition 
students took part in a number of 
different activities to help develop 
their cooking skills and nutritional 
knowledge:
• Year 7 students took part in a

masterclass in cake decorating. Year 8
students worked brilliantly together in
teams to produce themed afternoon
teas as part of our afternoon tea
competition. Congratulations to
the team from 8b2 who created a
tropical-themed afternoon tea and
were noted for their creativity, effort
and teamwork.

• Year 9 students took on a BBC
MasterChef: The Professionals
challenge set by Monica Galleti. They
were tasked with creating a crepe
soufflé whch further improved their
understanding of the science of
proteins – denaturation, coagulation
as well as aeration and caramelisation.

During Terms 5 and 6 when learning 
became virtual, our teaching content for 
Years 7 – 10 focussed on embedding our 
student’s knowledge and understanding 
of nutrition and healthy eating, food 
safety, and the science behind cooking.  

These three areas were put into practice 
with students preparing and cooking 
dishes at home and in the Academy.

Year 9 and 10 students completed 
the British Nutrition Foundation 
healthy eating online course and also 
successfully completed tasks via Seneca 
Learning as a way of checking their 
knowledge and understanding.

During lockdown, all year groups 
were invited to prepare various recipes 
including: Mexican, Chinese and Italian 
dishes; burgers; protein-packed dishes; 
swiss rolls; scotch eggs; fish cakes; 
meringues; mini carrot cakes; and even 
Mrs Draper’s favourite dish – apple 
crumble sundae!

Like many other subjects, technology 
played a big part in supporting learning 
during lockdown. We were able to 
fine tune our communication through 
resources and programs like that of 
Loom, Zoom and OBS to give guidance 
and feedback to students. BBC Bitesize 
and British Nutrition Foundation also 
supported our subjects with a variety of 
resources, which we incorporated into 
our work/lessons.
Mrs Michelle Draper Head of Food 
Preparation and Nutrition

The MasterChef: The Professionals crepe soufflés challenge

Mini carrot cakes

Raspberry swiss roll

A beautiful teatime spread created by Year 8 students The team from 8b2 posing with their winning tropical-themed afternoon tea

Scotch eggs
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It’s a good job we 
had the goldfish!
2020 has most definitely been a year like no 
other in Lower School.
We started off well, firstly welcoming the Academy goldfish – 
Sidney, Keith and Alan – in January. They joined us to provide 
therapeutic sessions for students who felt anxious, as well as 
to give students a chance to share in responsibility for their 
upkeep.

In February the Academy ski trip took place, in which a vast 
number of Year 8 students took part and we had a very well-
attended Welcome Event in March for our Year 7s due to join us 
in September. We had planned an Easter Disco to raise money for 
charity but alas it wasn’t to be. Lower School entered the work 
from home period first, leaving the Academy for what would 
be the final time that academic year on Wednesday 18 March. 
The whole country would then go into lockdown the following 
Monday. 

 Lockdown truly saw the students from Lower School shine. We 
launched a designated Instagram channel – @skalowerschool 
– where student and parents could continue with a sense of 
Academy community life while working from home. Students in 
Lower School completed 375 hours of work in 300 lessons. They 
uploaded over one hundred and fifty-five thousand pieces of work 
– that’s one billion, eight hundred and thirty-three million bytes! 
We ran regular competitions, held virtual lessons, virtual award 
ceremonies, virtual assemblies and – when it was safe to do so 
– we even managed a socially distanced face-to-face assembly in 
the sports hall. Students took part in a virtual trip to the theatre, 
an Academy-wide Bake-Off competition and they even found 
time to crown France as their 2020 Eurovision winner. As Head 
of Lower School I could not be prouder of how much effort our 
young people put in and how they embraced the challenges of 
lockdown in such a positive manner. 

 We returned to a very different learning environment, not least 
because we waved good bye to our Class of 2018 who progressed 
to Upper School, taking Miss Weller with them. In her place we 
welcomed Ms Rock as our new Head of Year 8, and of course, 
our Class of 2020 cohort. This academic year we have already 
had a photography competition, elected our House, fundraising 
and sports captains, we have delivered virtual assemblies to 
prospective primary school pupils and even held a virtual open 
event to boot. We have elected our Head Students of Lower 
School – George Vincent, Doris Waugh and Charley Thomas – 
who will join us in promoting the Academy to the community 
and supporting the transition of our Class of 2021. I can’t wait 
to see what next year brings!
Mr James Blake Assistant Principal, Head of Lower School

Lower School

Delicious-looking cakes as featured in the Academy-wide Bake-Off competition

Year 8 ski tripThe new goldfish

Questionnaires and information sheets produced for the virtual open event
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Upper School
Resilience and hard 
work will prevail
What can I say? 2019-20 was a year of 
unexpected and challenging events! But 
what I have learnt from our students is that 
resilience and hard work will prevail.
Under the most challenging of 
circumstances, Upper School 
students overcame all barriers 
to continue with their learning 
and never gave up in the face 
of adversity. 

B a c k  i n  F e b r u a r y,  w e 
continued to recognise and 
reward the achievements of our 
students in Term 3 with cinema 
reward events and Unsung 
Heroes. During the cinema 
rewards, Upper School students 
were able to have a break from 
lessons and sit and enjoy a film 
and snacks with their peers. 
During Unsung Heroes, parents 
were invited into the Academy 
to celebrate with students for 
consistently working hard, 
behaving exceptionally and 
having excellent attendance. 

From January to March, our 
new behaviour systems (using 
Class Charts) and our new 
pastoral structure (moving 
from Houses to Year Heads) 
were embedding successfully. 
Staff, students and parents had 
adapted well, and the benefits 
of the new system were having 
an impact. 

In March, the unthinkable 
happened, and in the face of 
a worldwide pandemic we 
entered national lockdown. 
Looking back, I do not think 
any of us could have predicted 
how prolonged and challenging 
this would be. The imminent 
lockdown gave us very little 
time to say goodbye to Year 11, 

as we could not be sure if they 
would return. As it transpired, 
very sadly, they obviously did 
not ever get the chance to 
return to the Academy as Year 
11 students. Though as always, 
SKA rose to the challenge and 
organised a fitting last day for 
Year 11, before lockdown began 
and the Academy closed. Year 
11 were invited to join us for 
free cookies and pizza, whilst 
they signed each other’s shirts 
and got the chance to take 
group photos and say goodbye 
to each other. We then joined 
together for a Year 11 Leavers 
Assembly, looking back at 
the students’ achievements 
over the past five years. Staff 
recalled fond memories and we 
rewarded students with a range 
of leavers awards like ‘Mr and 
Mrs Sporty’ and ‘Most Likely to 
Become Prime Minister’. It was 
lovely to have such an upbeat 
and enjoyable event, on such 
a sad day. 

As lockdown began, we 
had to shut our doors and 
immediately transition into an 
online platform for students to 
learn from home. We really did 
not know how Upper School 
students would respond to such 
an unprecedented challenge, 
but we needed not to have 
worried! With unflinching 
resilience and determination, 
students quickly learnt how to 
use the new online platform 
and continued with learning 

from home to the absolute best 
of their ability. 

Throughout lockdown, Upper 
School students were able to 
access a mixture of live virtual 
lessons  and independent 
learning tasks. During the 
f i rst  four weeks students 
were focusing on embedding 
previously learnt material, but 
as it became clear that lockdown 
would continue, teaching staff 
started to deliver new subject 
knowledge to their classes. 
Year 11 started lockdown by 
continuing to prepare for their 

GCSE exams. Sadly, as it became 
clear that exams would not 
be happening, we started to 
deliver a ‘post-16 preparation’ 
programme to Year 11. 

To try to give students some 
variety, we had an ‘Enrichment 
Week’. This gave our students 
the opportunity to take part in 
some alternative and practical 
activities, whilst maintaining 
strong links to our IB values 
and curriculum. Each day we 
provided students with a large 
range of activities for them to 
choose from. 

Enrichment Week pebble painting Enrichment Week origami

Enrichment Week expressive arts
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During Enrichment Week, we 
had five differently themed 
days. We started with an 
Expressive Arts day, focusing 
on activities from Art, Drama, 
Music and PE. Following this 
was a Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths (STEM) 
day, asking students to take 
part in activities like bridge 
building and homemade lava 
lamps. Student then had a 
careers-focused day, using our 
careers platform (Unifrog), 
complemented by a range of 
House competition activities. 

We then offered students a 
Food Education day, asking 
students to become home 
cooks and attempt a range 
of interesting and inspiring 
recipes.  The f inal  day of 
Enrichment Week was our IB 
World day, focusing on the UN 
Sustainability Goals. Students 
were asked to complete a 
range of activities designed to 
stretch their global awareness 
and open mindedness.

Students were asked to 
send in photos of their work 
throughout the week, which 

culminated in a wonderful 
Enrichment Week newsletter 
which was sent to parents, 
c o u p l e d  w i t h  w i n n e r s 
certificated via the post. 

Sadly, Prizegiving – which is 
usually one of the highlights 
of the Academy year – could 
not take place in the same 
prestigious way as in previous 
years .  However,  we  st i l l 
managed to conduct a virtual 
Prizegiving for our wonderful 
U p p e r  S c h o o l  s t u d e n t s , 
including certificates which 
were posted to students at 
home. 

As we moved into Term 
6, slightly eased lockdown 
restrictions meant we could 
invite Year 10 students into the 
Academy for some face-to-face 
lessons. Year 10 responded to 
this incredibly well, and it was 
a pleasure to finally have some 
students back in the building! 
We were then able invite Year 
9 students into the Academy for 
face-to-face conversations with 
their Tutors, designed to check 
on their wellbeing and provide 
any extra support which was 
required. 

I think it is fair to say that 
by  the t ime the summer 
holidays arrived, everyone 
was looking forward to some 
much-needed rest and time 
away from screens. Behind the 
scenes, a huge amount of work 
was underway throughout the 
summer, to ensure we could 
safely open the Academy in 
September.

As the reopening commenced 
i n  S e p t e m b e r,  w e  w e r e 
delighted to be able to welcome 
back the fantastic Upper School 
students who seemed eager 
and enthusiastic to get back 
to face to face learning. I 
am extremely proud of the 

way in which they returned, 
transitioning seamlessly into a 
whole new world of rules and 
restrictions like the one-way 
system, Year group entrances 
and exits and social zones. 
Term 1 came and went in the 
blink of an eye, with students 
adapting to ‘the new normal’ as 
if nothing had changed. 

In November, we took time 
as an Academy to remember 
those who served and sacrificed 
for us all, during our yearly 
Remembrance Assembly. Staff 
and students came together to 
pay their respects via a virtual 
Remembrance event. Running 
events virtually by this stage of 
2020 almost seems ‘normal’. 
Student Leaders read poems, 
student cadets represented 
the forces and Tutors led a 
Remembrance-based lesson 
for students.

As we now move into Term 
3, leading up to the Christmas 
holiday, we again find ourselves 
in a national lockdown. Thank-
fully, we remain open and the 
Academy continues to function 
safely as students follow our 
new health and safety rules 
with respect and responsibility. 

Although this has been a 
year like no other, I do feel it 
has been a year of valuable 
reflection and learning. We 
have all had to reflect on some 
of the things we may have 
taken for granted previously, 
and I believe we have all grown 
from the experience.

 ‘Strength in adversity’ seems 
to be the prevailing headline 
of 2020. Upper School have 
shown incredible strength and 
resilience during this year – well 
done and thank you to all. 
M r  B e n  F l a c k  A s s i s t a n t 
Principal,  Head of Upper 
School

“Although this has been a year like no other, I 
do feel it has been a year of valuable reflection 
and learning. We have all had to reflect on some 
of the things we may have taken for granted 
previously, and I believe we have all grown from 
the experience”

Enrichment Week origami

Staff and students led our virtual Remembrance Assembly event

Enrichment Week food preparation
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Sixth Form
Our largest-ever Year 12 
cohort welcomed into 
the Sixth Form
Building on the success of recent years, September 2020 
saw our largest-ever Year 12 cohort join the Academy.
Our Year 12 students are settling in well and are enjoying studying a wide range 
of subjects as part of the International Baccalaureate Careers Programme (IBCP). 

Year 13 students are currently in the process of submitting University applications 
and comprising CVs in preparation for their next steps after leaving the Academy.

International Baccalaureate 
subject

SKA  
average grade 
(2019-20)

World average 
grade (2019-
20)

Average IB 5.0 4.95
IB Biology Higher Level 7.0 4.72
IB Biology Standard Level 4.0 4.45
IB Business Management Higher 
Level

5.5 5.31

IB Business Management Standard 
Level

4.0 5.25

IB DT Higher Level 4.1 4.46
IB English Higher Level 5.7 5.14
IB History Higher Level 4.8 4.53
IB ITGS Higher Level 5.4 4.49
IB Maths Standard Level 5.1 4.46
IB Social & Cultural Anthropology 
Higher Level

4.8 5.07

IB Visual Arts High Level 4.3 4.21

We enjoyed incredible Sixth Form 
successes despite a challenging year
The summer examination season this year, was like no other. Normally we would 
have been able to provide key headline figures, showing comparisons with local 
and national educational settings. However, this year saw the focus placed quite 
rightly on the students themselves.

Despite what was an incredibly challenging time for students, their parents and 
staff alike, we celebrated some outstanding individual successes in Year 13 and 
scored above the IB World Average in many of our subjects. 

It was an absolute pleasure to be able to welcome back the students to collect 
their results in person and celebrate the amazing outcomes for these young 
people. We are thrilled that all our Year 13 leavers secured their university places 
and are beginning their next chapters reading subjects such as Economics, Politics 
and English at universities including Exeter, Manchester and UEA. 

Outstanding 
finance results for 
LIBF students
Year  12 and 13 students  received 
outstanding results in The London Institute 
of Banking & Finance (LIBF) Level 3 
qualification.

We’re pleased to announce that 14 of 
our students were awarded a scholarship 
towards one of the LIBF programmes for 
performing in the top 1% of all students 
across the country or achieving an A* or A 
grade. 

Café VI opens 
for Sixth Form 
students and staff
In September we were pleased to open 
Café VI at the Academy.

Incorporated into our Sixth Form Study 
Centre, the café is available for both Sixth 
Form students and staff to use.

Our Year 11, 12 and 13 students gave 
their input into not only the décor and 
furnishings, but also the professionally 
serviced food and beverage offerings. 

Our virtual induction 
day was a success
Although we found ourselves in a 
challenging situation in July, the opportunity 
for students to be inducted into SKA’s Sixth 
Form was not one that we wanted to let 
pass by.

This year we welcomed our Year 12s to 
the International Baccalaureate Career-
Related Programme (IBCP) via Microsoft 
Teams – a very different experience to the 
usual format!

During the day, students were given 
the opportunity to find out more about 
individual pathways, experience digital 
taster lessons, virtually meet the Sixth Form 
team and take part in a live Q&A.
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At the beginning of the Academic year, Year 12 students enjoyed a great team building day at Go Ape in Bedgebury Forest.

Service Learning 
activities are great fun
This year students have taken part in a number 
of Service Learning activities, which have 
included:
• launching the Matthew’s Mile initiative
• organising a food collection for Nourish 

Community Foodbank;
• working alongside Green Oak Services to 

transform an outside area near the Sixth Form 
block into a reflective garden, in memory of 
Matthew; 

• decorating the Academy Christmas tree; and
• delivering leaflets to residents surrounding 

the Academy.

The area before transformation

The finished reflective garden - a lovely place to sit and remember Matthew

Students at the launch of Matthew’s Mile

Students learning safe zip wire operation It was a great physical day out for allSafety first before swinging in the trees

The perfectly trimmed Academy Christmas tree

Students hard at work
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Careers
Great careers news and 
achievements in 2020 
Although this year has been a difficult year, it has been 
a year of many successes. Our aim was, and still is, to 
provide as much continuity as possible, even through the 
lockdown period!
This year we have explored different ways of supporting and guiding our students 
and have continued to offer them a range of excellent opportunities.

Moving forward this year, it is even more important than ever for our young 
people to stay engaged with careers and we encourage students to consider 
the different career opportunities available to them and what they need to do 
to prepare themselves for the next steps in their education and post-education 
journey.

I know all the teaching staff, including myself, are ready to help and support 
each one of our students to have another fantastic year.

If you do require any additional support with your child’s future career 
aspirations, then please don’t hesitate to contact me at rebecca.pointer@
skinnerskentacademy.org.uk
Rebecca Pointer CEIAG Coordinator

Post-16 applications: the next stage 
in students’ educational journeys  
In January, 180 of our Year 11 students completed post-16 applications which 
were then converted into College or Sixth Form places in August.

During lockdown, we focused on 1:1 meetings with parents and students 
to ensure they were given the necessary support and careers guidance on 
securing their Post-16 places.

Once our Year 11s had finished school, we provided informative guides 
for transitioning onto College and Sixth Form – to get the students thinking 
about preparing themselves for the next exciting stage in their educational 
journeys.

Helping all students 
explore and experience 
their options
Despite all the difficulties over the last year, it 
has been a pleasure to connect with the staff 
team who work so hard to deliver our careers 
education, information, advice and guidance 
(CEIAG) strategy to all our students in every year.  

We want every student, every year, to gain 
some experience and understanding of what 
might be out there for them when they leave 
the Academy.  We want every student to have 
realistic and high aspirations about what they 
can achieve.  We want every student to leave the 
Academy feeling that they are well-prepared for 
a great next stage in their lives.

For some that will be further education and 
training, maybe an apprenticeship, college, 
university or properly paid employment.  But 
we want everyone to aim high; that’s the focus 
of the CEIAG team and the destinations of our 
students highlight the success we are having.

Covid has made the delivery of many plans 
difficult this year. The Academy remains 
committed to helping all students to explore and 
experience options that might be open to them.  
We hope that, in 2021, there will be more work-
oriented visits, more speakers coming into the 
Academy, more local employers building strong 
relationships with us.

So, a big thank you to Rebecca Pointer (CEIAG 
Coordinator), Helena Read (VP, Achievement 
for All), Amanda Mays (our external Careers & 
Enterprise Advisor) and all the Heads of Year 
who have been working to seamlessly integrate 
CEIAG into the curriculum.
Hugo Pound CEIAG Lead GovernorSo much to smile about on results day Another step in an educational journey

Hugo Pound
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Unifrog careers platform hops into action! 
At the beginning of the year 
we launched Unifrog across 
the whole Academy.

Unifrog is a careers platform 
that provides our students 
with a one-stop shop for 
everything related to careers/
job profiles and enables them 
to shortlist universities when 
they turn 18.

Students are also able to 
document their involvement 
in extra-curricular activities, 
which the platform will then 
put into a CV format. How lucky 
to have such an amazing tool 
at their fingertips! A number 
of parents across the Academy 
have been very impressed with 
the platform, commenting that 

“they never had this type of 
thing in their day!”

Parents can also access 
Unifrog and use it alongside 
their  chi ld ’s  account  by 
using the parent form code 
KEPYparents. If you haven’t 
already had a look at this 
amazing resource, I urge you 
to take a look today!

Amazing Year 13 
university results
In the summer, 27 of our Year 13 Students 
received either their first or second choice 
university.

Students secured places at the likes 
of UEA studying BSc (Hons) Biological 
Sciences, University of the West of England 
(Bath) studying LLB (Hons) Law with Business 
and De Montfort University studying BA 
(Hons) Business & Management, to name 
but a few. 

I’m sure you’ll all agree, some 
amazing achievements from all of our 
students that have either moved on to other 
establishments or stayed on to start their IBCP 
with us at SKA this year. 

Moving onward and upward to university
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Updates from 
around the Academy

The SKA ski trip enjoyed some ‘sciare sulla neve’ in Italy
This February 42, students and six staff ventured to Italy in 
search of fresh snow, mountain views and amazing sunshine, 
all topped off with world-class skiing. 

The Academy has taken seven ski trips so far – we have 
travelled to Austria (Sol in 2015 and 2017, Wagrain in 2016, 
Nassfeld in 2018 and Zell am See in 2019) and we have also 
been to the USA (2019). This year’s trip to Bormio, Italy, was 
a huge success with skiers of all abilities learning how to ski. 

More experienced skiers also got to spend a large amount of 
their time practising jumps, as well as skiing on ‘The Wall’, an 
Olympic run used by many countries for training, including 
Team GB.

Next year’s Academy ski trip to Austria has been postponed 
to February 2022. Spaces are currently full, but if you would 
like to join the waiting list then please email ska.ski@
skinnerskentacademy.org.uk.

SKA staff were found sporting some amazing costumes to help use celebrate World Book Day in March – how many literary characters do you recognise?

Staff and students enjoying some provisions in a break from the powder There was some super skiing in Bormio 

mailto:ska.ski%40skinnerskentacademy.org.uk?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20join%20the%20ski%20trip%20waiting%20list
mailto:ska.ski%40skinnerskentacademy.org.uk?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20join%20the%20ski%20trip%20waiting%20list
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Say hello to Sandy 
– she’s our new
Head of Wagging
In January, we welcomed our latest 
member of staff to the Academy, Sandy. 

After completing a two-week induction at 
the Academy, Sandy received her official SKA 
collar and lead. She is calm, friendly and a 
great listener – and has made a huge impact 
on Academy life.

Online English 
lessons for our 
English as an 
Additional 
Language 
students
This year a number of our 
students who have English as 
an Additional Language have 
been involved in an online 
English tutoring programme. 

T h e s e  o n l i n e  s e s s i o n s 
have been designed to help 
students grasp the English 
language quickly, to build their 
confidence in speaking and 
listening and to allow them to 
access the full range of learning 
opportunities that are available 
to them at the Academy.

Skinners’ Kent 
Academy students 
collect their 2020 
GCSE results
In August, Year 11 Students were reunited with 
their classmates and teachers at this years’ 
GCSE results day.

Over a quarter of the cohort achieved a Grade 
7 or above in Maths and English.

There were a number of outstanding individual 
performances including Mitansh Choski who 
achieved nine 9s and one 8, Frank Peers who was 
awarded seven 9s, one 8 and one 7, and Grace 
Ball who attained five 9s, three 8s and one 7!

We are  incredibly proud of the achievements 
of all our students and the progress they 
have all made this year under such difficult 
circumstances.

Skinners’ Kent 
Academy celebrate 
International 
Baccalaureate results
In July, we once again celebrated our Year 13’s 
International Baccalaureate Career-related 
programme (IBCP) results. 

Continuing on the success of recent years, 
the Academy achieved a 100% pass rate with 
students securing places at universities including 
Exeter, to read Joint Honours in English and 
History, Manchester for Business and Economics 
and Reading for Business Management with 
a placement year. The IBCP Diploma has also 
opened up opportunities for students to take up 
apprenticeships, such as in Education Support, 
prior to a degree in Education and Actuarial 
Services.

Darwin win our 
House Competition 
this year
During the 2019/20 academic year, 
students took part in a number of fun 
and challenging activities, events and 
contests to earn house points in our House 
Competition.

These activities included:
• an Academy-wide bake-off competition;
• a christmas card competition;
• a penalty shoot-out;
• an art competition; and
• a lockdown house quiz.
Overall, the very worthy winners of the
2019/20 House Competition were Darwin
who managed to earn a grand total of 440
points.

Congratulations to Darwin and to all who 
took part!

Year 11 students proudly displaying their GCSE results

Students observed social distancing and image has been edited Students observed social distancing and image has been edited

Sandy has happily settled in to SKA life

All that hard work paid off handsomely for our Year 13 students

Studying English online
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Virtual Prizegiving 
Awards 2020
YEAR 7
Lily Akhurst Communications Award – English 

(Achievement)
George Ball Enterprise Award – I.T. (Effort)
Oliver Brecheisen Enterprise Award – I.T. 

(Achievement)
Eva Carley Expressive Arts Award – PE (Effort)
Fifi Chapman Expressive Arts Award – Art 

(Achievement)
Elliot Cole Expressive Arts Award – PE 

(Achievement)
Beckett Cook Science & Technology Award – 

Technology (Achievement)
Callum Ellis Humanities Award – History 

(Effort)
Poppy Finnigan Communications Award – English 

(Effort)
Riley Gilbert Communications Award – French 

(Effort)
Daisy Halford Science & Technology Award – 

Technology (Effort)
Joshua Hall Science & Technology Award – 

Science (Achievement)
Frankie Johnson Expressive Arts Award – Music 

(Achievement)
Scarlett Kirkham 
Langridge

Expressive Arts Award – Music 
(Effort)

Rebecca Nelson Expressive Arts Award – Drama 
(Effort)

Mili Parmar Science & Technology Award – 
Food Preparation & Nutrition 
(Effort)

Andreea Popa Inclusion Award
Olivia Rorke Humanities Award – Geography 

(Effort); Head of Year Award
Logan Sellors Communications Award – French 

(Achievement)
Artemiy Shkuratovskyi Enterprise Award – Maths 

(Achievement)
Sarah Tolhurst Science & Technology Award – 

Science (Effort)
Katie Towner Expressive Arts Award – Art (Effort)
Maisy Towner Enterprise Award – Maths (Effort)
George Vincent Humanities Award – GPE (Effort); 

Head of Year Award

Doris Waugh Humanities Award – History 
(Achievement); Expressive Arts 
Award – Drama (Achievement); 
Science & Technology Award – 
Food Preparation & Nutrition 
(Achievement)

Isaac Westlake Humanities Award – Geography 
(Achievement)

Ted Whittington Head of Year Award

YEAR 8
Maya Bell Expressive Arts Award – Art 

(Achievement)
Joshua Bishop Inclusion Award; Head of Year 

Award
Teddy Brain Inclusion Award
Grace Burch Humanities Award – Religious 

Studies (Effort)
Alexis Carr Science & Technology Award – 

Food Preparation & Nutrition 
(Achievement)

Zera Chokram-Scott Enterprise Award – Maths (Effort)
Harley Curtis-Lawrence Communications Award – French 

(Effort)
Leland Dale Inclusion Award
Adam Daniels House Leadership Award
Mariella Dipotet Science & Technology Award – 

Science (Effort)
Archie Dowling Inclusion Award
Josh Edwards Expressive Arts Award – Art (Effort)
Barnaby Ellis Science & Technology Award 

– Technology (Achievement);
Communications Award – French
(Achievement)

Calum Fitzgerald Head of Year Award
George Gash Head of Year Award
Mackenzie Gowers Expressive Arts Award – Drama 

(Achievement); Science & 
Technology Award – Food 
Preparation & Nutrition (Effort)

Charlie Grainger Expressive Arts Award – PE 
(Achievement)

Dimitrios Katsikas Enterprise Award – Maths 
(Achievement)

Daisy Lemar Humanities Award – Religious 
Studies (Achievement)
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Grace Lever Inclusion Award; Expressive Arts 
Award – Music (Achievement)

Annabelle Lind Humanities Award – History (Effort)
Katie Lloyd Humanities Award – GPE (Effort)
Daniel Lulham Science & Technology Award – 

Science (Achievement)
Ella-Mae Martelly-
French

Expressive Arts Award – PE (Effort)

Austin Muir Humanities Award – Geography 
(Achievement)

Phinnias Necci-Garrard Communications Award – English 
(Achievement)

Liam Pring Expressive Arts Award – Drama 
(Effort)

Sacora Rose Inclusion Award
Abigail Smith Science & Technology Award – 

Technology (Effort)
Madeleine Smith Humanities Award – History 

(Achievement); Expressive 
Arts Award – Music (Effort); 
Communications Award – English 
(Effort)

George Winning Humanities Award – Geography 
(Effort)

YEAR 9
Lily-Rose Humanities Award – Religious 

Studies (Effort)
Luca Abela Science & Technology Award 

– Science (Achievement);
Communications Award – French
(Achievement); Enterprise Award –
Maths (Achievement)

Alexander Bagshaw Inclusion Award
Luke Baker Expressive Arts Award – PE (Effort)
Abigail Baldock Humanities Award – Geography 

(Achievement)
Charlie Bassett Humanities Award – History (Effort)
Florence Bryant Science & Technology Award – 

Design & Technology (Effort)
Elie Chapman Communications Award – Spanish 

(Achievement)
Joshua Cust Enterprise Award – Business (Effort)
William Eve Inclusion Award
Pearl Foreman Expressive Arts Award – Art (Effort)

Archie Gibson Head of Year Award; Enterprise 
Award – Computer Science (Effort)

Lora Todorova Gilbert Science & Technology Award – 
Food Preparation & Nutrition 
(Achievement)

Maisie Goodwin House Leadership Award
Alex Green Expressive Arts Award – Music 

(Effort)
Ciara Hogben Humanities Award – Religious 

Studies (Achievement)
Madeleine Howell Expressive Arts Award – Music 

(Achievement)
Fern Jacob Inclusion Award; Science & 

Technology Award – Science (Effort); 
Expressive Arts Award – Drama 
(Achievement)

Ryan Judd Communications Award – Spanish 
(Effort)

Alfie Komeyli Humanities Award – Geography 
(Effort)

Freya Martin Humanities Award – History 
(Achievement); Enterprise Award – 
Business (Achievement)

Theo Martin Communications Award – English 
(Effort)

Samuel Miller Enterprise Award – Creative iMedia 
(Achievement)

Elizabeth Ositelu Expressive Arts Award – PE 
(Achievement); Communications 
Award – English (Achievement)

Connie Owen Science & Technology Award – 
Design & Technology (Achievement)

Ella Pickersgill Enterprise Award – Maths (Effort)
Daniel Sharp Enterprise Award – Computer 

Science (Achievement)
Amy-Louise Smith Communications Award – French 

(Effort)
Fern Sneddon Head of Year Award; Expressive Arts 

Award – Drama (Effort)
Tily Squires Head of Year Award; Science 

& Technology Award – Food 
Preparation & Nutrition (Effort)

Audrey Stanton Expressive Arts Award – Art 
(Achievement)

Stanley Whittington Enterprise Award – Creative iMedia 
(Effort)
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YEAR 10
Maria Asbury Expressive Arts Award – Music 

(Achievement); Enterprise Award 
– Creative iMedia (Achievement);
Humanities Award – History
(Achievement)

Temi Bepo House Leadership Award
Molly Blake Expressive Arts Award – Art 

(Achievement)
Charlotte Brace House Leadership Award
Sophie Chantler-Weir Communications Award – English 

(Achievement); Expressive Arts 
Award – Art (Effort)

Ashleigh Clarke Science & Technology Award – 
Science (Achievement); Humanities 
Award – Geography (Achievement); 
Enterprise Award – Maths 
(Achievement)

Freddie Clout Expressive Arts Award – Drama 
(Achievement); Enterprise Award – 
Maths (Effort)

Ned Daniels Expressive Arts Award – Music 
(Effort)

Faye Dillon Communications Award – French 
(Effort)

Elsie Drewett Communications Award – English 
(Effort)

Megan Ellis-Smith Communications Award – Spanish 
(Achievement)

James Fell Inclusion Award
Ben Fisher Head of Year Award
Katie Fisher Science & Technology Award – 

Food Preparation & Nutrition 
(Effort); Head of Year Award

Charlotte Gatt Expressive Arts Award – PE 
(Achievement)

Chloe Gibb Enterprise Award – Business 
(Effort)

Jack Glazebrook Expressive Arts Award – Drama 
(Effort)

Ralfs Kucins Enterprise Award – Creative iMedia 
(Effort)

Emma Lawrence Science & Technology Award – 
Design & Technology (Achievement)

Melissa Link Humanities Award – Geography 
(Effort)

Thomas Luck Head of Year Award
Khalisha Miah Science & Technology Award – 

Food Preparation & Nutrition 
(Achievement); Communications 
Award – French (Achievement)

Imogen Moon Science & Technology Award – 
Science (Effort)

Amelie Murphy Head of Year Award
Benjamin Neal Science & Technology Award – 

Design & Technology (Effort)
Aoife O’Reilly Enterprise Award – Business 

(Achievement)
Thomas Smith Humanities Award – History (Effort)
Thomas Thurston Head of Year Award
Charley Wickens Head of Year Award; Expressive Arts 

Award – PE (Effort)
Sami Witt Communications Award – Spanish 

(Effort)

YEAR 11
Grace Ball Expressive Arts Award – Art (Effort); 

Science & Technology Award – 
Food Preparation & Nutrition 
(Achievement)

Charlie Bosworth Enterprise Award – Creative iMedia 
(Effort)

Mitansh Choksi Enterprise Award – Creative iMedia 
(Achievement)

Luca Chowdhury Expressive Arts Award – PE 
(Achievement)

Aisha Coombs Expressive Arts Award – Drama 
(Achievement)

Harry Cooper Enterprise Award – Maths 
(Achievement)

Alfie Everson Enterprise Award – Maths (Effort)
Benedict Faux Expressive Arts Award – Music 

(Achievement)
Mia Hobart Science & Technology Award – 

Design & Technology (Effort)
Olie Jeffries Expressive Arts Award – Drama 

(Effort)
Katlynne Lucas Expressive Arts Award – Music 

(Effort)
Fletcher Marsh Inclusion Award
Annie Miller Expressive Arts Award – PE (Effort)
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Jack Mouser Science & Technology Award – 
Design & Technology (Achievement)

Frank Peers Expressive Arts Award – Art 
(Achievement)

Wawrick Thomas Science & Technology Award – 
Food Preparation & Nutrition 
(Effort)

Charlie Tompsett Inclusion Award

YEAR 12
Thomas Benstead Expressive Arts Award – PE Year 12 

BTEC Sport (Effort)
Rebecca Cooney Head of Year Award; 

Communications Award – French 
(Achievement); Enterprise Award – 
Finance (Effort)

Amanda Florian Humanities Award – Applied 
Psychology (Effort)

Nathan Friend House Leadership Award; 
Enterprise Award – IB Mathematics 
Year 12 (Achievement); Enterprise 
Award – Finance (Achievement); 
Enterprise Award – IGTS 
(Achievement)

Gabrielle Harris Expressive Arts Award – Art 
(Achievement)

Imogen Horlock Humanities Award – Social and 
Cultural Anthropology (Effort)

Jessica Horsman Humanities Award – Social 
and Cultural Anthropology 
(Achievement); Science & 
Technology Award – Biology 
(Effort)

Jakob Icke Enterprise Award – IGTS (Effort)
Alfie Johnson Humanities Award – History 

(Effort)
Daisy Kneller Humanities Award – Geography 

(Achievement); Expressive 
Arts Award – Music (Effort) & 
(Achievement)

Kieran Lewis Humanities Award – Geography 
(Effort)

Isobel Mankelow Humanities Award – Health 
and Social Care (Achievement); 
Enterprise Award – Business 
(Effort); Expressive Arts Award – 
IBVA (Achievement)

James Martin-Coward Expressive Arts Award – PE Year 
12 BTEC Sport (Achievement); 
Communications Award – French 
(Effort); Enterprise Award – 
Business (Achievement); Science 
& Technology Award – IB Design & 
Technology (Effort)

Katy Murphy Expressive Arts Award – Art 
(Effort)

Molly Nash Humanities Award – Health and 
Social Care (Effort)

Ellie-May Sellings House Leadership Award; 
Communications Award – English 
(Achievement)

Imogen Skates Humanities Award – Applied 
Psychology (Achievement); Science 
& Technology Award – IB Design & 
Technology (Achievement)

Ellis Smith Head of Year Award; Expressive Arts 
Award – IBVA (Effort)

Fairson Moreno Soares Science & Technology Award – 
Biology (Achievement); Enterprise 
Award – IB Mathematics Year 12 
(Effort)

Erin Thomas Head of Year Award; Humanities 
Award – History (Achievement)

YEAR 13
Samuel Burrell Enterprise Award – Finance (Effort)
Yasmin Casady Enterprise Award – IGTS (Effort)
Joshsean Garricks Enterprise Award – Business 

(Effort)
India Greene Enterprise Award – Finance 

(Achievement)
Christian Neal Enterprise Award – IGTS 

(Achievement)
Ananda Padmasree Enterprise Award – Business 

(Achievement)
Emilia Pink Enterprise Award – Maths Studies 

(Effort)
Robert Rowson Science & Technology Award – IB 

Design & Technology (Effort)
Dylan Salter Science & Technology Award – IB 

Design & Technology  
(Achievement)

Jasmine Westover Enterprise Award – Maths Studies 
(Effort)
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Enrichment Week
Helping our students to 
step away from screens
From Monday 22 to Friday 26 June, we held our first-ever 
Enrichment Week.
Our intention was to provide opportunities for students to spend time away 
from their screens and to develop their understanding of the wider IB curriculum 
through creative and practical activities.

Monday
Theme: Think/Share
IB links: Risk takers, Communicators, Balanced
The first day of our Enrichment Week was organised by the Expressive Arts Faculty.  
Students were encouraged to explore their creative sides by taking part in activities 
such as painting a pebble, making an instrument, joining in with a Zumba routine 
and creating their own films.

Tuesday
Theme: Learn/Think
IB links: Thinkers, Knowledgeable and Inquirers
Day two of Enrichment Week was STEM Day (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Mathematics) with students having the opportunity to try some science 
experiments at home. Those who took part created lava lamps, grew rainbows, 
built paper bridges and learnt the art of origami.  

Wednesday
Theme: Move
IB links: Reflective, Communicators and Balanced
Wednesday was a day for students to take part in House Activities such as building 
Minecraft houses and creating nail designs. For those who wanted to start thinking 
about their future career and options, the Careers team put together a range of 
tasks including a personality test, a UCAS seminar and researching post-16 choices.

Thursday
Theme: Share/Give
IB links: Balanced, Knowledgeable, Caring
‘Foodie Thursday’ saw students creating some delicious food and learning a little 
more about nutrition. We provided a range of recipes to try, including Omelette 
in a Bag, Funky Fruit Salad and Perfect Banana Bread. For those who weren’t 
feeling in the cooking mood, we shared links to food-related podcasts and videos.

Friday
Theme: Talk/Think
IB links: Principled, Open Minded, Reflective
The final day of our Enrichment Week focused on the UN sustainability goals, 
linking to our students’ IB Global Awareness and cultural understanding. Activities 
included researching the various different kinds of clean energy that are available 
to us, identifying ways to reduce your carbon footprint and redesigning some 
plastic packaging using more sustainable resources.

Monday allowed students tp express creativity

Tuesday was all about experimenting

Wednesday featured House Activities

Thursday had plenty of tasty treats

Friday concentrated on thinking and understanding
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Another jam-packed 
year for our Most Able 
and Talented
From trips to activities, the Most Able and Talented 
programme always helps our students to shine brightly.

Most Able  
and Talented

Years 7 and 8 update
In Years 7 and 8, the MA&T programme 
is filled with lots of enrichment trips as 
well as opportunities to hear from visiting 
professional guest speakers.

These trips and activities keep students 
engaged and motivated to continue with 
the progress they are making within the 
classroom and this year have included:
• Breakfast Club, where Year 7s were given

the opportunity to talk about the latest
news;

• a competitive quiz evening for Year 8
students;

• assisting with a primary cross-country
event at Dunorlan Park;

• attending SKPS to help with their maths
challenge;

• the Year 8 leaders programme;
• a creative writing masterclass with Jenny

McLachlan for Year 7 and Year 8 students;
and

• an opportunity to take part in the Kent
School Games.

The Kent Academy Network
This year, our Year 11 students took part in various residential trips as part 
of the Kent Academy Network (KAN) and this included a trip to Queen Mary 
University of London.

The KAN Universities Access Programme aims to encourage high-
calibre students from local academy schools to apply for places at top UK 
universities.

Well done to Majanta Sequeira, Pearl Foreman, Luca Abela and Bethany 
Peers who were selected to join KAN this year!

Brilliant Club 
graduations 2020 
Well done to Abigail Biggs, Megan Ellis-Smith, 
Jamie Duncan, Star Rejbakoz, Alexandra Charity 
& Mila Todic who graduated from The Brilliant 
Club with 2:1s and above.

Helping SKPS with their maths challenge

Problem-solving exercises during the visit…

Year 11 students visiting Queen Mary University of London

…needed student teamwork and co-operation
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The Duke of  
Edinburgh’s Award
Our resilient young people have shown 
flexibility, passion and energy
It has been an unusual year for all DofE participants. Due to the pandemic, there have been 
restrictions and changes made to how we can and must run things – both in the Physical, 
Skills and Volunteering sections, and in the Expeditions.

Gold Award recipient, Sidney 
Peter Cornish, who received 
his Gold Award at St James’ 
Palace, London.

His Royal Highness, The Earl 
of Wessex (Prince Edward) 
attended the presentation and 
took time to speak directly 
with Sidney and other Gold 
participants

 Miss  Wal lace was also 
delighted to be invited as a 
Marshal to announce the Area’s 
Gold Award Participants during 
the ceremony, as well as being 
introduced to HRH The Earl 
of Wessex, who on behalf of 
his father, HRH The Duke of 
Edinburgh, thanked her and 
all those at the Skinners’ Kent 
Academy who work so hard to 
enable students to participate 
and succeed in the Award 
Scheme.

Sadly, no photographs are 
permitted inside the Palace.

Last year’s seven dedicated 
G o l d  s t u d e n t s  a r e  s t i l l 
independently working away at 
their 12-month and 18-month 
sections, from their various 
new Univers i ty  sett ings . 
I  look forward to helping 
them to arrange their Award 
Ceremonies in the coming 
months.

BRONZE Due to lockdown 
and not being able to run 
after school clubs, the very 
popular Bronze Award Training 
sessions for Year 9 have not yet 
commenced, but will hopefully 
be offered from Spring 2021, 
pandemic allowing.

B r o n ze  s t u d e n t s  h a v e 
however, been able to sign 
up to the Award online and 

However, our young people 
have been incredibly resilient 
and have shown so much 
f l ex i b i l i t y,  p a s s i o n  a n d 
energy in the pursuit of their 
Awards, that I wholeheartedly 
applaud them and have done 
everything I can to support 
them in continuing with their 
Awards.

Many of our staff have been 
fabulous during lockdown, 
upskilling across the board to 
support the DofE Award at 
the Academy. Our wonderful 
Office Team has been training 
to support the administration 
side of the Award, and a host 
of volunteers from the teaching 
and support staff have been 
completing socially-distanced 
First Aid training, online DofE 
Bronze and Silver Assessor 
training and DofE Verifier 
courses. Without these people 
volunteering their precious 
time and skills the Award could 
not be offered at the Academy. 

Therefore I say a sincere 
thanks to everyone from 
those who have supervised 
expeditions, the Finance, Cover 
and Admin teams, the Site 
Manager and BAM FM team 
for maintaining and cleaning 
the minibuses and to the 
parents for being so supportive 
and flexible about collecting 
students from various locations.

GOLD One of the highlights of 
2020 was in February, when 
we congratulated our first-ever 

start on their three-month 
or six-month Volunteering, 
Physical and Skill sections 
from home, as long as those 
sections comply with health 
and safety regulations. DofE 
are allowing expeditions to run 
with adequate Covid-19 health 
and safety precautions in place 
and no overnight camping.

SILVER Our year 11 Silver 
students were fortunate 
enough and experienced 
enough to be able to complete 
their prep for the Practice 
Expedition during tutor times.

They completed a cut-down 
version of the expedition, 
a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  D o f E 
Organisation. Participants do 
not need to camp overnight 
but must show the campcraft 
skills involved, such as tent 
pitching, safety and first aid, 
and must still plan and follow 
their original three-day route. 

Extra risk assessment had to 
be done by the staff leading 
the expedition due to the 
pandemic, imposing harsh 
restrictions on travel, shared 
kit and general behaviour. 
Happily, students were able 
to travel in the minibus, with 
all the windows wide open, 
all wearing PPE and sanitising 
regularly. Students used both 
Academy hand gel and their 
own, as well as staff wiping 
the minibus down before and 
after travel each day. The Silver 
students were all incredibly 

Sidney Peter Cornish being congratulated on his Gold Award by Miss Wallace
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“Preparing and training for the DofE 
expedition, has really helped with 
my determination, resilience and 
teamwork. Going on expedition 
may involve getting up early but the 
experience is worthwhile, even more 
so after being in lockdown for so long. 
I couldn’t recommend DofE more!” 
Ashleigh Clarke Silver 

“Coronavirus! You may think that this 
tragic series of events would hinder 
or even stop us from participating in 
DofE. Well to be honest it has done 
the complete opposite. This virus 
has metaphorically brought us closer, 
motivating us as a team to embrace 
the changes made and get through it 
together” Oscar Couchman Silver

“As a direct entrant to Silver DofE, I 
don’t think I’ve been part of an 
extracurricular activity that has 
involved as many lessons in life skills 
and adaptation as this. Especially 
when surrounded by the right friends 
who encourage and help you along” 
Nathan Lever Silver

“Using DofE online mapping has really 
helped at Silver level, it’s a lot quicker 
than plotting your route on a real 
map. It has really helped whilst doing 
the route card. It allows me to create 
accurate maps for the group to follow. 
It also allows for multiple people to 
work on the map at the same time 
without crawling on top of everyone” 
Bean Neal Silver

Due to lockdown you would’ve 
thought that it would be hard to 
carry on while Covid-19 was going 
around, but actually I believe that 
the DofE organisation has done 
well to carry on providing the best 
experience for children but still 
keeping with in regulations and  
rules” Kieran Yee Silver

sensible  about fol lowing 
guidelines and a wonderful 
time was had by the staff and 
students alike on their first 
outing together.

The weather  was quite 
kind despite the forecast of 
continuous rain. Most of the 
students were able to log into 
Map My Fitness and join the 
Matthew’s Mile Challenge, 
each logging and contributing 
around 18km in one day. 
Thanks to Mr Ben Johnson, Mrs 
Helen Petitt and Miss Katherine 
McCreadie for supervising.

Students are currently keenly 
mapping their three-day routes 
across Kent into East Sussex 
in the hope that they can do 
their Assessed Expedition in 
December after the second 
lockdown period finishes.
Miss Wallace DofE Coordinator

Students learned about how to safely use Trangia stoves…

Safety first with PPE equipment

Students completed a cut-down version of the expedition that was approved by the DofE Organisation

… and how to follow DofE online mapping on their phones
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