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Key Dates 
5th Oct 
 
 
 
 
14th Oct 
 

Open Evening (students dismissed at 
12.40pm. Students will be set and 
expected to complete remote learning for 
session 4). 
 
Y11 Parent Review Meeting (students 
dismissed 12.40pm and will be set, and 
expected to complete, remote learning for 
session 4). 
 

15th Oct 
 
 
1st Nov 
 
11th Nov 
 
 
 

End of Term 1 (students dismissed at normal 
time). 
 
Beginning of Term 2. 
 
Please note that the Y13 Parent Review 
Meeting, on 7th October, has been 
rescheduled to 11th Nov. 

 

Academy Notices 

 

  

 
Polite parking reminder   Parent Governor Elections 

Please could parents/carers ensure that when dropping 
off, or collecting students, regardless of year group, you 
do so from the Academy’s main carpark (Blackhurst Lane 
entrance).   
 
Please do not congest Sandown Park, this causes 
unnecessary obstruction and hazards for both our 
students and neighbouring community. 

  Parent governors play a vital role on our governing 
body and hold the unique position of having a 
parental viewpoint of the Academy. It is important 
for parent governors to establish a rapport with 
the parental body which elected him/her, whilst 
continuing to maintain a strategic approach to 
school governance. 

 
If you are interested in supporting our Academy 
and becoming a Parent Governor, please contact 
Mrs M Barnes: mbarnes@skinnerskent.org.uk 

    

CONGRATULATIONS 

 

  

 
Student of the Week   Y13 Student to Represent GB in the 

European Gymnastics Championships! 

Congratulations to the students below, who achieved the 
highest number of positive behaviour points in their 
respective Lower and Upper Schools: 
 

• Logan Sellors (Y9) – Lower School 
 

• Alfie Higgs-Prosser (Y10) – Upper School 
 
 

   
Our Academy is proud to announce that one of our 
Y13 student, Hector Kinghorn, who excels at 
gymnastics, has been selected to represent GB in 
the European Gymnastics Championships in Italy 
next week – we wish Hector the best of luck! 

mailto:mbarnes@skinnerskent.org.uk
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Festival of Sport 

To welcome in the new academic year and to celebrate the launch of our new House System, the PE department 
launched a ‘SKA’s Festival of Sport,’ which ran throughout this week across all Year groups.  We have been 
exceptionally proud of the students’ determination and teamwork throughout the week, focusing on football, netball, 
and handball competitions.  We strongly believe that the Sports Festival will provide an opportunity to give all 
individuals a sense of belonging, bringing our four Houses together and setting the tone for activities for the rest of the 
year.  
 
The Festival of Sport started with Y8’s taking part in the various activities on Monday - House scores were exceptionally 
tight, but Obama managed to take the win on the first day!  It was great to see so many students taking part, enjoying 
themselves and supporting their House.  Congratulations to all those who took part! 

  
    

 
Drama Star of the Week 

As always, our drama team have been working with great 
passion and enthusiasm with students this week and they have 
witness some exceptionally creative work.   
 
The drama ‘Star of the Week’ goes to, Rocco Yiasemides (Y8), 
who not only gave fantastic and focussed participation in his 
drama lessons, but also shone in his ‘Mask’ drama lesson – 
well done!  
 

All Y8 students are working towards creating their own masked 
performance for the end of term. 
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New House Launch Artwork!    

To support the launch of our NEW House System, Y9 students have created some fabulous artwork, based on the new 
Houses – Attenborough, Hadid, Malala and Obama.  
Attenborough   Hadid 

 

  

 

Malala   Obama 
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Y12 Business Students Professional Interview Opportunity 

This week, our Y12 Business students had the opportunity to interview real professionals who work in the key 
functional areas of business such as Finance and HR, to find out about the role they play in running in an organisation.  
Students led small group interviews, with representatives from Finance, HR, Operations and Marketing which furthered 
their understanding of what is entailed in managing a business, as well as developing their own communication skills 
and taking part in formal meetings. 
 
Thank you very much to the volunteers, and well done to all students involved. 
 

 
    

Y12 Business Mentoring – New Academy Initiative 

Our Academy has just launched a new Business Mentoring initiative, for our Y12 
students. External businesses have kindly volunteered their time to support our 
students with their advice, knowledge, and general business acumen, offering 
face-to-face support throughout the year.  The programme will enable students 
to gain a greater insight into business life, enriching the students’ academic 
learning.  The new initiative strongly supports our International Baccalaureate 
Careers Programme (IBCP) in Sixth Form and provides the academic challenge 
that will encourage students to embrace and understand the connections 
between traditional subjects and the real world, providing a greater awareness 
of current and global affairs. This week, the Business Mentors were welcomed into The Academy for a business 
breakfast presentation and were joined by many Sixth Form students who greeted and networked with the business 
mentors over breakfast – a successful event that was valued by all.  
    

London Marathon Sunday 3rd October – Supporting the charity Mind 

A member of our PE Department, Mr Webber, will be running the London Marathon on Sunday 3rd October for the 
charity Mind. This charity has supported his family through some mental health issues and running for them is a chance 
to give something back.  Mr Webber has been training for over 14-weeks, to 
prepare for the 26.2miles ahead of him and aims to complete the run in 4 
hours and 15 minutes.  
 
If anyone would like to donate, it would be greatly appreciated and give him 
the last bit of motivation to complete the marathon in 2-weeks’ time. If you 
wish to donate, please do so here 
 
Thank you to anyone who can kindly support Mr Webber and donate to such 
a worthy cause.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/showROFundraiserPage?userUrl=JonWebber3&pageUrl=1
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Part time Independent State School Partnership (ISSP) Co-ordinator Opportunity 

Our Academy is part of the West Kent Independent and State School Partnership (WKISSP), consisting of 
eight secondary schools. The group was established with the aim of sharing resources and together, 
providing high aspirational learning opportunities for students across all our secondary schools. The 
partnership is looking to recruit a part time co-ordinator. 
 
Please see here  https://www.kent-college.co.uk/vacancies for information and if you wish to apply. 
    

 
Army Engagement Programme 

Our Academy has joined forces with the 11th Infantry Brigade, Army Engagement 
Unit, to provide our Y9 students with an insight into Army life, help build confidence 
and personal resilience, encourage collaboration and teamwork, and develop good 
citizenship.  
 
We are pleased to announce, that the Army Engagement Programme will eventually 
incorporate both Y8 and Y10 as well and will include residential trips and inter-school 
team challenges. 
 
 

 

  

 
The Skinners’ Kent Academy New Home and 

Academy Agreement 

  Iceland trip 2022  

Please can all parents/carers sign and return the new and 
updated Home and Academy agreement here.  Thank you to 
all those who have already done so.  
 
Please return the Home and Academy Agreements to your 
child’s Head of Year.  Our Academy appreciates your 
continued support. 

  There are still some available spaces on the Y12 & Y13 
Iceland Trip.  Please see letter: here  
 
If interested, please contact Miss 
Widdison: info@skinnerskent.org.uk 

 
Design and Technology Voluntary Contributions 

Throughout the year, our students will be making a variety of items as part of their Design and Technology lessons, many of 
which they will be able to bring home and keep. To help cover the cost of materials and resources used in lessons, the Design 
and Technology department are seeking a voluntary contribution of £5 for Years 7 to 9 and £10 for Years 10 – 13.  
 
Without the generous donations from students’ families, we would not be able to offer the wide range of materials, tools 
and equipment we have in D&T, and we wish to continue to be able to offer high quality resources to all our students. 
Payment of the voluntary contribution can be made via your child’s existing sQuid account.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Miss Widdison via info@skinnerskent.org.uk 
     

    

https://www.kent-college.co.uk/vacancies
https://skinnerssecondary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/SKA-Home-Academy-agreement-Sept-21.pdf?ts=1632305450567
https://skinnerssecondary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/WIC-ICELAND-Y12-13-Ltr-Sep-2021.pdf?t=1631618763
mailto:info@skinnerskent.org.uk
mailto:info@skinnerskent.org.uk
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Library Book Returns – Please!    
Our Academy’s Library is a wonderful resource and provides hundreds of books which 
help enrich our students’ learning.  There are still many outstanding books which 
need to be returned, allowing other Academy students to have the same opportunity 
to borrow them.  Since joining our Academy this year, our new Y7 students have 
thoroughly enjoyed the offerings of our library! 
 
Please can you ask your children to return any library book that they have, which they 
do not require any more, to Mrs Moeller within library opening hours.  Your support 
would be greatly appreciated. 
 

    

 
Attendance    
Parents must contact Ms Johnson directly either via the absence line 01892 553063 or absence@skinnerskent.org.uk. All 
absences should be referred to Ms Johnson; this includes illness, appointments, late arrivals etc. 
 
If there are any issues which you feel may affect your child’s attendance, please contact Ms Johnson as soon as possible. We 
are here to help and support you to ensure your child fulfils their full potential. 
    

Staff profile - David Rowe Assistant Principal – Inclusion 

Mr Rowe is our Assistant Principal who oversees the work of our SEND 
Department, Pupil Premium Plan and the work for set for students with English 
as an additional language. He is the qualified SENDCo for both our Academy 
and SKPS. He also runs the Unsung Heroes events, family engagement and 
oversees the Engagement Hub (EHub). The Unsung Heroes events celebrate the 
outstanding work of those students who have excellent attendance and always 
do the right thing in terms of work ethic and politeness. 
 
We hope to be able to get family engagement up and running again this year. 
This involves students and their families joining in fun activities together, as well seeing how students are taught at the 
academy.  
 
Our Engagement Hub (EHub) is designed to ensure all students are happy to come to the Academy every day – its main 
aim is to improve the attendance and well-being of students who struggle to attend every day. 
 
Mr Rowe trained as a PE and Mathematics teacher. He has worked in five different schools working initially as a PE 
teacher then moving on to become a Director of Sport at a Sports College and on to Deputy Headship and being a 
Principal before coming to the Academy, where he now teaches Maths. 
 
Mr Rowe has a Masters Degree in Educational Leadership, he is a fully qualified NASENCo SENDCO and has the CPT3A 
award which allows him to do Psychometric Assessments for students as well as test for exams concessions. 
In his free time, Mr Rowe loves most sports, especially football (he played for Burnley when he was younger) and 
mountain biking.  He loves travelling – and eating!! 
 
Mr Rowe has five children and a very understanding wife, plus two grumpy cats. 

mailto:absence@skinnerskent.org.uk
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The Skinners’ Kent Academy Engagement Hub 

The Engagement Hub (EHub) was developed to help students overcome the stresses of 
Covid and help students to feel comfortable in a large academy, with large numbers of 
people.  The students work in a supportive small group, of no more than 10 students, 
while they are in the EHub. 
 
Selected students spend a term following a slightly different curriculum than their peers.  
They continue with their academic learning focusing on the core IB subjects Maths, 
English and Science.  Their sessions are also blended with more practical activities to 
further enrich their learning, such as helping grow vegetables in the Academy Garden, and 
work with staff to help build their confidence and self-esteem (Y8’s opposite cropping 
produce).  The students have also thoroughly enjoyed their recent Design and Technology 
session, in which they produced some creative resin key rings and decorations.   
 
After four weeks, when we feel they are settled and ready to go back into their usual 
lessons, the students return to standard lessons, while being mentored and supported by 
the EHub staff.  
 
So far, there have been some great successes with students returning to lessons more 
confident and attending all their lessons every day.  
    

 

Career News 

Tips for going back to school and getting your child back on the right track 

for the new academic year 

Re-establishing a routine - starting the school year includes feeling fresh and ready for the challenges ahead. If the 
holidays have meant they’ve got out of a regular bedtime and getting up routine, now is the time to start getting 
into good habits, with early to bed and early to rise! If so much rain over the summer has meant they’ve increased 
screen time with lots of TV watching, especially during the day, they should start to cut down. Introduce changes 
gradually over the next couple of weeks to avoid the shock of a big, sudden change of going back to school and 
changing their daily routine. 
    

Helping your Child with Careers - as your children progress through school and start 
looking ahead to a life after education, it can be difficult for parents and carers to know 
how to help them navigate the confusing world of career options. For many of us, the 
ultimate challenge is knowing how to offer support without projecting our own career 
aspirations onto our children.  And with so much change – from new apprenticeship schemes, emerging 
technologies, political and environmental upheaval, and the coronavirus crisis – parents can feel in need of a 
guiding hand themselves. 

You’ll find that if you just help them to focus on career paths that are connected to their skills and interests, this 
will be a good start. Follow these step-by-step tips on supporting your child with their 
career’s choices: 

• Write down your child's skills and interests on two separate pieces of 
paper -it may seem simple, but sometimes it’s nice to sit down and slow 
the pace of everyone’s thinking down! 
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• Talk about their likes and dislikes of different school subjects -COMMUNICATION is the key to 
everything and is a great employability skill to gain! 

• Link Industries to skills and Interests by using the Unifrog Personality and Interests Quizzes. Link 
to you son or daughters account here: https://www.unifrog.org/sign-in 

• Identify 3 different jobs they might like to explore using the Unifrog Careers Library Tool. 
• Most importantly of all, share your own experiences and talk about your own jobs and careers, as 

parents and grandparents etc. INSPIRE your children! 

    

Pricewaterhouse Coopers (PWC) Careers Newsletter for Year 11’s -Sixth Form 

Students 

for our latest updates to support your students and young people in developing e

 

https://www.unifrog.org/sign-in
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