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Key Dates 
14th Oct 
 
 
 
 
15th Oct 
 

Y11 Parent Review Meeting (students 
dismissed 12.40pm and will be set, and 
expected to complete, remote learning 
for session 4). 
 
End of Term 1 (students dismissed at 
normal time). 

1st Nov 
 
11th Nov 
 
 

Beginning of Term 2. 
 
Please note that the Y13 Parent Review 
Meeting, on 7th October, has been 
rescheduled to 11th Nov. 

 

Academy Notices 
Polite parking reminder   Term 2 Winter Uniform Reminder 
Please could parents/carers ensure that when either 
dropping off or collecting students, regardless of year 
group, you do so from the Academy’s main carpark 
(Blackhurst Lane entrance).  Please do not congest 
surrounding areas, causing unnecessary obstruction 
and hazards for our students, care home and 
neighbouring community.  

  After the October half-term break, all students should 
return in full winter uniform.   
 
Please remember, jumpers are required under 
blazers and summer dresses should no longer be 
worn. 

 
The Skinners’ Kent Academy New Home and Academy Agreement 
Please can all parents/carers sign and return the new and updated Home and Academy agreement here.  Thank you to all 
those who have already done so.  Please return the Home and Academy Agreements to your child’s Head of Year asap.   
 
Our Academy appreciates your continued support. 

 

 
Attendance    
Parents must contact Ms Johnson directly either via the absence line 01892 553063 or absence@skinnerskent.org.uk. All 
absences should be referred to Ms Johnson; this includes illness, appointments, late arrivals etc. 
 
If there are any issues which you feel may affect your child’s attendance, please contact Ms Johnson as soon as possible. We 
are here to help and support you to ensure your child fulfils their full potential. 

    

CONGRATULATIONS 

 

  

 
Students of the Week   Drama Star of the Week 
Congratulations to the students below, who achieved 
the highest number of positive behaviour points in their 
respective Lower and Upper School: 
 

• Jessica Ashdown (Y9) - Lower School 

• Roxanne Madgwick (Y10) – Upper School 
 

  Our GCSE students have been working hard and have 
produced some wonderful GCSE Devising portfolios. 
Students have been praised for working with great 
passion and enthusiasm and the Drama staff would 
like to highlight the work of: Florence Bates, Summer 
Dews, Molly Simpson, Fern Sneddon and Fern Jacob – 
well done!   

https://skinnerssecondary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/SKA-Home-Academy-agreement-Sept-21.pdf?ts=1632305450567
mailto:absence@skinnerskent.org.uk
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Drama Picture of the Week    
The Year 8 students have had an exciting drama journey 
this week and have been busy putting together their 
assessment pieces.   
 
Our students have been working on ‘Greek Theatre’ and 
to showcase their new understanding and appreciation 
of Greek Theatre, they have focused on Choral 
performance.   
 

  

 
    

London Marathon Sunday Success!  
A member of our PE Department, Mr Webber, ran the London Marathon 
last Sunday in a fantastic 4hours 12 minutes and 42 seconds for the 
charity Mind, raising £2400!   
 
Thank you to anyone who can kindly support Mr Webber and donate to 
such a worthy cause.  
 

    

 
Design and Technology Voluntary Contributions 
Throughout the year, our students will be making a variety of items as part of their Design and Technology lessons, many of 

which they will be able to bring home and keep. To help cover the cost of materials and resources used in lessons, the Design 

and Technology department are seeking a voluntary contribution of £5 for Years 7 to 9 and £10 for Years 10 – 13.  

Without the generous donations from students’ families, we would not be able to offer the wide range of materials, tools and 
equipment we have in D&T, and we wish to continue to be able to offer high quality resources to all our students. Payment of 
the voluntary contribution can be made via your child’s existing sQuid account.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Miss Widdison via info@skinnerskent.org.uk 

    

 

  

 

Iceland trip 2022    Upcoming Global & Personal Studies 

Topics 
There are still some available spaces on the Y12 & Y13 
Iceland Trip.  Please see letter: here   
 
If interested, please contact Miss 
Widdison: info@skinnerskent.org.uk 

  Global and Personal Studies (formerly GPE) sessions this 

coming week will focus on: 

Year 7:  Why do we need to behave? 
Year 8:  The role of local and national Government 
Year 9:  University or Apprenticeships? 
Year 10:  What is the worst crime? 

mailto:info@skinnerskent.org.uk
https://skinnerssecondary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/WIC-ICELAND-Y12-13-Ltr-Sep-2021.pdf?t=1631618763
mailto:info@skinnerskent.org.uk
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RSHE (Relationships, Sex and health Education) Parental Survey 
As a part of your child’s education at The Skinners’ Kent Academy, we promote personal wellbeing and development 
through a comprehensive Personal, Social, Health and Economic (PSHE) education programme. This is primarily 
delivered through our GPS curriculum and tutor programme, but also throughout our wider, broad and balanced, 
curriculum. PSHE education is the curriculum subject that gives young people the knowledge, understanding, attitudes 
and practical skills to live safe, healthy, productive lives and meet their full potential.  The main way we deliver our RSHE 
curriculum is through our timetabled Global and Personal Studies lessons (GPS) although we also deliver them through 
the tutor programme and the wider curriculum. Survey link: here 
 
Respondents should be reassured that the survey data will be treated confidentially. 

    

 
The Skinners’ Kent Academy Open Evening 
Our Academy opened its doors to many Y5 and Y6 parents and carers on Tuesday.  We warmly welcomed nearly 1000 
people through our doors!  The evening was a great success and was supported by our Sixth Formers and staff, who 
spent the evening showing people around all our facilities and answering many questions!  The feedback from 
parents/carers was simply fantastic, here are some of their comments:  
 
“I’ve been to several open-evenings in recent weeks and the passion and enthusiasm from teachers here is incomparable 
to anywhere else” 
 
“When I arrived, I was confused why it was so much busier than the others, now I can see why!” 
 
“Many other schools didn’t even put work out you guys should be really proud of yourselves – the positivity and 
knowledge of your staff is outstanding” 
 

 
 

 

https://forms.office.com/r/1a9rP6UfQN
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World Mental Health Day  
Our Academy is marking World Mental Health Day today, 
Friday, 8th October. All students were asked to wear 
something yellow in addition to their uniform and to bring in 
£1 which will go to Papyrus and The Mix – 2 charities we 
work closely with supporting Matthew’s Mile.  
 
The t-shirts are available to buy on Squid – all sizes are 
priced at £5.  

 

 
Y8 Energy Quest Workshop 

Yesterday, our Y8 students were all involved in an ‘Energy Quest’ Workshop.  This 
workshop aimed to unlock the students’ inner engineer, as they explore alternative 
energy sources. Through an exciting narrative, students were challenged to save the 
day, by utilising their practical engineering skills and find a solution to help a group of 
young people in danger!  During the challenge, students encounter a range of 
engineers as they uncover the skills engineers possess and the way energy plays an 
important role in all our lives.  The students were also involved in two practical 
experiments – building their own fruit battery and a magnet experiment.  The day 
was thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

 

Y10 and Y12 Science Trip to Tonbridge School 

Our Academy has work in partnership with Tonbridge School to support the learning of our Y10 and Y12 students.  
Several of our budding Year 10 and Year 12 scientists have been visiting Tonbridge School to operate a Scanning 
Electron Microscope (SEM), which they have been kindly loaned from the Natural History Museum.  
 
The year 12 students were given a talk on how the £300,000 electron microscope worked and how different samples 
could be viewed using it. They looked at many samples from spiders’ legs to a grain of pollen on a bumble bee’s bottom! 
The year 10 students attended in the afternoon, and they looked at the differences between objects that had been cut 
to those that had been broken. They looked at a copper wire, petals from a flower and some rubber tubing. The broken 
objects were frozen in liquid nitrogen before they were smashed then using the SEM compared the samples, looking at 
the science behind how they break. This type of analysis can be important during investigations.  
 
The trip was a wonderful experience for the students. 
 

Cutting Copper Wire Broken Paperclip Rose Petal  
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Career News 

This week’s Careers article is all about Side Hustle Ideas that bring you great experience! 
 
A side hustle provides a great opportunity to build a sense of what you enjoy in life – a time to experiment with career 
ideas!  A side hustle can be anything from a bedroom-based business such as web design to dog working in the local 
neighbourhood. And why not blend your own freelance work with a part time job if you have the time during the 
summer – mix it up a bit! 

• Technology - are you capable of making simple websites, supporting small businesses with technical changes – 
take a look at some of the freelance websites for virtual work. These include fiverr.com, people-per-hour.com, 
upwork.com which have been successful for students I know. 

• Cake Making - I have spoken to a few students who have successful cake and cookie businesses.  They have 
developed real business skills including marketing, financing, sourcing sustainable packaging, product, and 
packaging design. 

• Tutoring - are you an ace at Maths, English, Science, or a Language?  If you have great GCSE grades, then why 
not join a tutoring agency, or set up your own small business.  Having experienced a local 6th former assist 
students locally with Maths, this is a great part time opportunity whilst at school, college or uni. 

• Creating - if you enjoy Graphic Design, making things or photography – why not try selling your pieces on Etsy 
or other creative sales platforms. 

• Garden Maintenance - are you a horticultural student and have your own tools and equipment, then perhaps 
maintaining gardens in the neighbourhood might be for you? 

 
And you don’t just need to take one idea.  Why not blend your own freelance work with a part time job if you 
have the time during the summer – mix it up a bit! 

 

 

 

Check out our very own student Star’s (Year 12) account of how she 

started her own Side Hustle below: 

“My name is Star and I am the owner of a horse treat business called nickernibbles. I created nickernibbles when 
I got my first horse as it soon became apparent that he was severely traumatised from his early years and at 
only 5 he clearly hadn’t had a very good start in life. I knew very quickly conventional training was not for Duke 
and I looked into alternative and natural horsemanship. I knew these trainers didn’t come cheap, but I was 
determined to give Duke the love and support he needed to trust humans again and learn to become a horse. 
My love of baking and horses led me to start nickernibbles. After hours, weeks and months of research into 
horse nutrition I baked my first batch of treats. I took them to the yard and even the fussy eaters loved them. 
My orders started coming in and I was able to get Duke his first session with a natural horsemanship trainer. 
From this there has been no looking back. Duke is thriving and I am now able to support other charities while 
doing what I love.  
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Starting my business wasn’t easy, and not without its ups and downs. Staying 
focused on keeping my business current and constant social media updates can 
take its toll. However, nothing in life comes easy. After I created a few different 
packs of horse treats I started to do live auctions to grow my business. The live 
auctions were in high demand I started to do these in a weekly basis but had to 
draw these to a close due to hate messages, but I was determined not to give up. 
I decided to bring someone else in to help with live auctions, this made people 
more conscious of their actions and my business continued to grow. New packs 
were introduced for Easter, Halloween, and Christmas. Christmas was extremely 
busy with advent bags and stockings with the nickernibbles log. My biggest surprise was how busy I was 
throughout lockdown. I’ve been successful enough to be able to attend a horse show with my own nickernibbles 
trade stand showcasing products to new potential nickernibbles customers while meeting existing customers it 
was an amazing opportunity. I’m lucky enough to be shipping my products worldwide and have made custom 
treats for a family in America. I hope after sixth form to further my career in becoming an equine 
dentist nickernibbles will continue to run throughout this time with help from family members.  Running your 
own business is never easy you need to be motivated, hardworking and resilient. When the going gets tough, 
don’t give up!”  Great advice there from Star! 
 
If you require any further information on this, or further careers support and advice, please do not hesitate to 
contact the Careers Department on careers@skinnerskent.org.uk 

    
PE Enrichment Timetable    

 

The Skinners Kent Academy Second-Hand Shop 
The Skinners’ Kent Academy PA Second-Hand Shop sells good quality second-hand uniform.  We are very grateful to 
parents/carers for donating uniform that their child has grown out of.  The shop allows us to enable the re-use of 
uniform, cuts costs for parents and raises funds for Academy equipment that benefits all Skinners’ Kent Academy 
students.  
 
If you have any uniform, especially blazers, ties, skirts or summer dresses, please could kindly you drop off at 
reception. Every item, big or small, raises funds for school equipment. Thank you for your support. 
 

mailto:careers@skinnerskent.org.uk
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