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Pride In Our Success Week 34 – Term 6 / 17 June 2022

22nd

Jun
Year 12 IBCP Visit
Canterbury University

1st

Jul
Academy Performance 
Details on page 6

16th

Jun
Maclaren Visit
Year 9 STEM 

2nd

Jul
Academy Open Morning
The Academy is open to 
prospective families from 
09:30 until midday

24th

Jun
Academy Sports Day
Tonbridge School. For Your Diary
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SKA Students of the Week
Lower School Upper School Sixth Form 

Alfie Hickmott Amelia Rybak Omar Anwari

For his focus and determination 
to succeed

For being an excellent role 
model in the Academy

For his excellent performance in 
IBCP Finance 

Weekly House Points Total
Attenborough Hadid Malala Obama

1887 2524 2505 2293
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The Academy are delighted to announce that this academic year we 
have raised almost £11,000 for charity. From the Christmas Market, 
non-uniform day collections, Race for life, Staff V Student Fixtures, 
Matthew’s Mile, and so many more, we have made donations to:

The British Red Cross
Cancer Research
The Mix
Papyrus
Madagascar Primary School Donation 
Connect Mentoring 

Well done to everyone who has taken part to raise this incredible 
total for these very worth causes!

The Academy have donated 
£350 to provide a new roof 
for a primary school we 
visited in Madagascar
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Academy Sports Day 2022

We’re really excited for this event to be back on the SKA calendar and 
the buzz around the Academy is starting to become apparent. As we 
move closer, I just wanted to get in touch with you all about a few 
things:

1. Travel
The sign up forms are now closed. Students boarding a coach from SKA 
to Tonbridge track must arrive at SKA no later than 8:30am. Students 
making their way to Tonbridge School track must arrive no later than 
8:45am.

2. PE Kit
Students are expected to be in their PE kit for the entire day, they will 
be given bibs to indicate their House – there should be no modification 
to standard kit.

3. Lunch, Water, Sun cream
Lunch will only be provided for those that have Free School Meals. 
Therefore students must pack a lunch and a drink. Looking ahead to 
weather predications it is set to be a warm day – please ensure your 
child has water. Please also ensure they have sun cream. We will try to 
place students in shade as much as possible.

4. Finish
The day will finish at 3pm. Students leaving from the track are free to 
make their own way home from then. Coaches are leaving the track to 
return to SKA at 3:15pm so will return to SKA at approximately 3:45pm.

5. Signing Up for Events
Students will be able to sign up for events in tutor time on Friday 17th 
& Monday 20th.

6 – Weather
Students must be prepared for the weather. Sun cream & sun hats if it’s 
hot. Raincoats and layers if the weather is forecasted to be cold/wet.

7 – Cancellation
We will keep monitoring the weather and will make a call to cancel if 
necessary, by the evening of Thursday 23rd June. If the event is 
cancelled, the day will run as a normal Academy day.
Mr L Cobley
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Uniform Donations

As we are in the last term of the academic 
year, please remember you are always 
welcome to donate any uniform no longer 
required or that has been grown out of to 
the Parent Association.

Donations can be handed into reception by 
parents or students. If you need uniform 
please visit https://skaparents.co.uk/uniform

Soapbox newsletter 
update

This week at Soapbox club, our group have found 
out and finalised the driver for our group – Eirini in 
Year 9. We have also discussed all of the risks that 
may come with our challenging race down Dunorlan 
hill, and we are almost finished with our carts final 
design. 

Finally, we discussed and agreed on our outfits and 
how we should all dress for the race day - we have 
decided on… Totoro themed outfits to match our 
cart theme of Catbus – we can’t wait!

Parent Dining Experience

Friday 10 June saw another successful parent lunch 
and tour of the 3 dining areas; Café 6, PnP and 
Notepad. They got to taste our Friday fish and chips, 
sausage and chips and peas as well as either chocolate 
brownie or sponge cake with Chantilly cream for 
pudding.

One parent quotes, ‘I’m always knocked out by the 
thought that is given to every area of the school and 
excited to hear about the recycling initiative starting in 
September’. More to follow on the recycling initiatives 
in due course.

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fskaparents.co.uk%2Funiform&data=05%7C01%7Cjblake%40skinnerskent.org.uk%7Cf057c5ecefe144aeadec08da4e9615e8%7C34baf1487f2b46c1bfedd644e7e87b08%7C1%7C0%7C637908703778482633%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5Tl9M6Q7H%2FU4SM1GV3YF5M4CgdrgFzkUhM3J%2By62rjM%3D&reserved=0
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All Abord! A Student Perspective:

Academy Forest School

The Academy now has a fantastic partnership with Forest Schools.
Forest Schools is a Kent County Council organisation who work 
mostly with primary schools but have joined The Skinners’ Kent 
Academy this year.

Students enjoy outdoor lessons learning bushcraft skills and 
outdoor cooking while learning team building skills, 
communication skills and collaborative working skills.

These lessons all take place in a designated area of woodland.
Research shows that being outdoors and learning in an outside 
environment promote better physical and mental health and 
excellent attendance.

Students who have taken part in the programme so far have really 
enjoyed their experiences with Forest School and many have said 
it is the best part of their week.

On Tuesday the 24th of May 2022, Abbey Wood, London, was the place 
to be, as the Elizabeth line was opened. This line will change London 
travel from the East to West; reducing journey times, with reliable 
trains every 5 minutes. These train had walk-through-carriages, which 
made them feel open and airy. 

Most trains were made up of 9 carriages and in rare cases, 7 carriages. 
Although the seats were firm, they were practical and suitable for short 
journeys .  Most carriages had seats that faced each other. The stations 
were spacious, unique and interesting. Canary Wharf in particular, was  
worth a visit;  with its unbelievable sky garden, its shops and unusual 
green glass escalators. The atmosphere was one of excitement and 
pleasure. 

The project took 12 years to complete (from 2008-2022). Future plans 
will involve that the railway will link up from Reading and Heathrow to 
Abbey Wood and Shenfield to Paddington, in Autumn 2022. In May 
2023, full travel (from Reading to Shenfield and from Heathrow to 
Abbey Wood) across the network will be finished and it will form the 
complete Elizabeth line.  By James Hall, Year 8
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Safe Scootering

We would like to ask parents of children to use scooters to travel to and from 
the Academy to join us in remanding them about using their scooters safely. We 
have had a number of reports of students travelling dangerously on them, 
causing particular hazards for people traveling on foot.

As always we strongly advise that students wear a safety helmet when they are 
scootering and/or cycling. Please also remember that electric scooters are not 
permitted on the Academy grounds. 

Malala Competition

Last term saw the announcement of our latest Malala House competition winners. At the end of 

term three students of Malala were encouraged to think about our IB learner attribute of ‘risk-taker’. 

We learned that risk takers a “willing to be wrong, in order to learn something new” and “willing to 

lose something in order to achieve something great”. The Malala community was then challenged to 

think hard about people, personal or otherwise, that have had a significant impact on their lives due 

to them being risk takers. The task was to investigate their individual, explain who they are and how 

they had been a risk taker.

We had numerous entries, all of which were truly excellent, but only three winners could be chosen. 

They were Emily-Jane King (8M1), Samuel Wilson (7M1) and Arrow Dragnescu (9M1). Well done to 

each of you for putting into practice the skills and attributes which we promote here at SKA and for 

sharing your hard work with the community. Enjoy your prizes and I look forward to announcing a 

new Malala competition early next academic year! 
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Welcome Abroad!

The May half term was a busy period for SKA Trips, with a 
group of 6th Form students travelling to Iceland, while 32 
students in Year 8-10 visited Madagascar!

Both trips offered amazing, once in a lifetime experiences for 
Academy students and the accompany staff. As always, we 
were so proud of how our students conducted themselves 
and represented our community so positively.

Coming up next year, we hope to offer the following trips:

• Austria Ski Trip: Now open to all students in Years 7-10
• California Tour: For students in Years 8 and 9 
• South America Tour: For students in Years 10 and 11
• Amsterdam: A GCSE Science trip
• Poland: A GCSE History Trip

Madagascar Trip 2022

Iceland Trip 2022

946: The Amazing Story of 
Adolphus Tips

We are exciting after several years of disruption to large gatherings to invite 
you back into the Academy to support our whole Academy production this 
summer.

On Friday 1st July and Saturday 2nd July (following open morning) we will be 
staging our production of “946: The Amazing Story of Adolphus Tips” written 
originally by Michael Morpurgo and adapted for stage by Kneehigh Theatre 
Company and Emma Rice.

You can read more and book your FREE tickets to attend using the following 
links: 

Friday evening performance: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/359376764577

Saturday matinee performance: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/359393063327

We hope to see many of you there to support and enjoy our production.
Mrs H Barradell

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/359376764577
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/359393063327
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Enrichment Calendar

Lunch Time Extra-curricular Timetable 12.40pm - 1.30pm 

Sport Music Art/Food/DT Geography/History English 

Haven club 
Y7-9 (invite 

only)
E012

Mr Rowe

IPAD CLUB 
E004

Lower 
School 

M
o

n

Year 10 
GCSE 

Badminton 
(TOZ)

Y10-11
Senior 

Rockband 
Miss Rider

Young carers 
lunch club 
A011 Miss 
Rowland

Tu
e

Year 7-9 
Badminton  

(LEA)

Year 7-8
Football 

(COL)

Y7 – 9
Junior 

Singing club 
Music 
Room  

Miss Rider

Art 
Y11 Lunch 

club
A308/A309
Mrs Forde

Lower school
History and 
comic book 

club
Miss Fennelly

C108

W
ed

Year 7-10 
Basketball

(LEA)

Year 9-11
Football 

(COL)

Ukulele 
club 

Music room 
Mr Dennett 

and Mr 
Cooper

Crochet Club
A308

Mrs Forde

Upper School

History film 
club 

Miss Fennelly 
Lecture 
Theater 

Lower 
school

Geography 
club 

Mrs Shillito 
C109

Infinifty club  
Academy

12.30-1.10pm 
B207

Mr Lyons

Carnegie 
Medal 

Shadowers. 
The 

readership 
team. 
D206

Mrs Moeller

Th
u

Year 7-9
Kwick 
cricket 
(WEJ)

Fr
i
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Enrichment Calendar

Academy Extra-Curricular Timetable 3.15pm - 4.15pm

Sport Music/Drama
MFL/Histo

ry
STEM Other DT/Food/Art 

M
o

n
d

ay
 Cricket -

softball
Year 7-9
(WEJ & 
GLEED)

Year 11 
GCSE PE 
Intervent

ions 
(TOZ & 

COL)

Play 
Rehersals 

Drama 
Studio 

Mr 
Springett 

Y9&10 STEM 
- Robitics 
club A207

Mrs Hunter

Culture 
cooking 

club -
lower 
school                 

Miss Iles 
(Max 15 

students) 
WEEK A

W
ed

n
es

d
ay

 

Rounders
Year 7-9
(SWC)

Athletics 
Year 9-10

(LEA & 
COL)

Play 
Rehersals 

Drama 
Studio 

Mr 
Springett 

Lanuages 
games 

club
C204
Miss 

Taylor 

Y9 Duke of 
Edinbrough 

training
Science 

break out
Mrs Petitt 
and Miss 
Simpson

Gardenin
g club -

Mr Rowe

Food 
Technology 

Y11 
Interventio

n
Mrs Draper 

and Mrs 
Iles

Embroide
ry club
A309
Mrs 

Wheeler 

Th
u

rs
d

ay

Athletics 
Year 7-8
(WEJ & 

TOZ)

Boxing 
Year 7-10
Olympia 
Boxing 
Coach

Gym 
Year 9-12
External 
Personal 
Trainer

Sports 
Leaders 
(SWC)

Drama 
Mastery 

club 
GCSE 

students
Drama 
studio 

Mr 
Springett 

Y7- 9 
Junior 

Rockband
Music 
Room 

Miss Rider

Year 7&8 
Science club 

A210
Mrs Hunter

Fr
id

ay

Soapbox           
Year 9                  
Miss 

Widdison 
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