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What is the IB? 

The International Baccalaureate (IB) was founded in 1968, and seeks to provide an international 

education that develops the intellectual, personal, emotional and social skills needed to live, learn and 

work in a rapidly changing, intercultural world. 

IB Learner Profile 

At the core of the IB is the learner profile that represents ten attributes at the centre of IB education.  

These attributes, and others like them, help individuals and groups become responsible members of local, 

national and global communities.  IB learners strive to be: 

• Inquirer s   – curious, enthusiastic lifelong learners 

• Knowledgeable   – exploring locally and globally significant ideas 

• Thinkers   – critical, creative, ethical decision makers 

• Communicators   – good listeners, confident in use of language 

• Principled   – honest, fair and responsible 

• Open Minded   – critically appreciative of their own and other cultures 

• Caring    – committed to service within the community 

• Risk Takers   – courageous, resourceful, resilient 

• Balanced   – focused on their own wellbeing and of those around them 

• Reflective   – thoughtful, realistic and hopeful for the future. 

In essence, IBCP learners understand that the ‘how’ and ‘why’ of learning are as important as ‘what’ you 

learn.  This provides the framework for the curriculum at The Skinners’ Kent Academy.  It provides the 

academic challenge that encourages students to embrace and understand the connections between 

traditional subjects and the real world, and become critical and reflective thinkers. 

Advantages of being an IB student 

Research (2016) has found that IB students have: 

• been recognised as best prepared to thrive at University in the UK (97% of respondents) 

• the skills to lead work and study groups 

• the greatest propensity to complete their degree 

• source: http://ibo.org/uk/universities/university-admissions-officers-report-2016-key-findings/ 

http://ibo.org/uk/universities/university-admissions-officers-report-2016-key-findings/
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Furthermore, the IB ranks top in 14 out of 16 different factors that best prepare students for university, 

from self-management to intercultural skills, creativity and an ability to cope with pressure. 

A final logistical advantage is that IB results are available on the 5th of July compared to the 18th of August 

for A Levels.  This allows students the peace of mind to be able to confirm their place or gain early access 

to the UCAS clearing process. 

What is the IBCP? 

The IB Career-related Programme is a coherent blend of IB academic courses with a Career-related study 

(CRS).  The CRS is provided by another awarding body.  At The Skinners Kent Academy, it is either BTEC or 

LIBF. 

The curriculum is founded on the tenets of the IB Learner Profile.  It is aligned to a skills based core with 

the formal qualifications provided by the Diploma Programme (DP) courses and the CRS.  Students study 

a minimum of two DP Courses (which can be Standard Level or Higher Level), the Career-related study 

and the Core, which consists of:  

• Personal and Professional Skills  

• Language development  

• Reflective Project (Year 13) 

• Service Learning  

Each of these Core components is developed within the context of the students’ chosen career pathway.  

Although the Core is compulsory, only the Reflective Project is externally assessed and graded on an A to 

E scale.  The Reflective Project requires the student to explore an ethical dimension associated with their 

chosen career pathway. 

Students receive CP certification if they achieve a minimum of grade 3 in at least two DP Courses and a 

minimum of a grade D in the Reflective Project.  The whole qualification is Ofqual accredited and UCAS 

tariff points are allocated based on the individual components. 
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The IBCP offer at The Skinners’ Kent Academy September 2022 

 (Please note courses are subject to demand) 

 

IBCP CORE IB Diploma Subjects offered Career-related studies offered 

Personal and  

Professional Skills 

Biology 

Business Management 

Chemistry 

Design Technology 

English: Language and Literature 

Film Studies 

French 

Geography 

History 

Information Technology in a Global Society 

Mathematics: Applications and Interpretation 

Physics 

Social and Cultural Anthropology 

Theatre 

Visual Arts 

BTEC in Applied Psychology 

BTEC in Applied Science 

BTEC in Art and Design 

BTEC in Health and Social Care 

BTEC in Music Performance 

BTEC in Sport 

LIBF Diploma in Financial Studies 
Service  

Learning 

Language  

Development 

Reflective Project 

(Year 13)  

Students 

undertake all 

IBCP CORE elements 

Choose a minimum of 

2 IB Diploma Courses 
Choose 1 or 2 courses 

 
 

Higher level (HL) v Standard level (SL) Diploma courses 

The philosophy of the IB is that students should engage with a range of subjects which best suit them.  SL 

courses allow students to be exposed to a range of disciplines that they might otherwise opt out of, and 

HL courses allow students to spend more time with subjects in which they are more interested. In this 

sense, all IB courses, regardless of whether they are SL or HL, are integral to the programme.  Both SL and 

HL courses span the two years of the course.  Both SL and HL courses consist of the same educational 

aims, core syllabus and curriculum and assessment models. SL courses are not watered down versions of 

their HL counterparts.  The assessment criteria are equally demanding for both levels, and SL exams are 

marked and standardised with the same rigour as all IB coursework. 

+ + 
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IB UCAS Course Tariffs 

For students who are considering University it is important to consider the tariff points available.  Bearing 

in mind the right blend of HL/SL for your particular destination is a feature of the IBCP to be exploited. 

UCAS Course Tariffs  

UCAS 

Tariff 

IB  

Higher Level 

(HL) 

IB 

 Standard 

Level (SL) 

LIBF 

DipFS 

BTEC 

Extended 

Certificate 

BTEC 

Foundation 

Diploma 

A-Level     

(for 

comparison 

only) 

84  
 

  Distinction *  

72  
 

  Distinction  

56 Grade 7 

 

Grade A* Distinction *  Grade A* 

48 Grade 6 

 

Grade A Distinction Merit Grade A 

40  

 

Grade B   Grade B 

32 Grade 5 

 

Grade C Merit  Grade C 

28  Grade 7      

24 Grade 4 Grade 6 Grade D  Pass Grade D 

16  Grade 5 Grade E Pass  Grade E 

12 Grade 3 Grade 4 

 
 

  

6 

 

Grade 3 

 
 

  

 

Students with ABRSM/Trinity music qualifications at Grades 6 to 8 or students with selected LAMDA 

qualifications in Grades 6 to 8 also benefit from UCAS points.   

Source: https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/entry-requirements/tariff/tariff-

tables/1116 

https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/entry-requirements/tariff/tariff-tables/1116%20Last%20accessed%2020/10/2016
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/entry-requirements/tariff/tariff-tables/1116%20Last%20accessed%2020/10/2016
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The CP core: all students will engage in the learning of the following 

mandatory elements.  

Personal and Professional Skills (PPS) 

The Personal and Professional Skills course emphasises critical and ethical thinking, intercultural 

understanding and the ability to communicate effectively.  It fosters responsibility, practical problem-

solving, good intellectual habits, perseverance, resilience, an appreciation of identity and perspective, 

and an understanding of the complexity of the modern world.  Emphasis is on the development of global 

competence and the transferable 21st Century skills needed to navigate higher education successfully, the 

workplace and society, as well as the learner’s ability to reflect on and improve such skills.  A minimum of 

90 hours is required for this course, and both formative and summative assessment are used to evaluate 

students’ progress during the course.  The Academy reports to the IB whether each student has 

satisfactorily completed this component. 

Service Learning 

Students work with community members to undertake activities that satisfy identified community needs.  

The concept of community may be viewed from a local or global perspective.  Service Learning provides 

students with opportunities to use their existing skills and knowledge in real-life situations, while 

developing responsibility, practical and social skills and caring for others.  This component is usually 

related to the student’s reflective project, and activities are ideally linked to the student’s career-related 

studies.  The nature of the assessment is determined by the Academy, but students are expected to reflect 

on their service experiences as part of the assessment.  Service Learning is ongoing, and occurs regularly, 

throughout the CP with a minimum of 50 hours outside class time devoted to it. 

Language Development 

The Language Development component ensures that all CP students are exposed to an additional 

language and its culture that will increase their understanding of the wider world.  Language development 

extends students in the areas of oral, visual, written linguistic and communicative abilities through a focus 

on receptive, productive and interactive skills.  Language Development includes three interrelated themes 

consisting of a variety of topics.  Each student is required to maintain a language portfolio to chart their 

progress in the course.  Language Development runs in both years with the other CP core components.  
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Reflective Project 

The Reflective Project asks students to identify, analyse, critically discuss and evaluate an ethical issue 

arising from their career-related studies.  Through the Reflective Project, students are encouraged to 

engage in personal inquiry, intellectual discovery, creativity, action and reflection, and to develop strong 

thinking skills.  The Reflective Project can be submitted in different formats including, but not limited to, 

an essay, website, electronic presentation, short play, film or storyboard.  Each student receives 

timetabled sessions, as well as supervision, guidance and oversight from a teacher in the school.  The 

work is externally assessed and graded and carries a maximum tariff of 12 UCAS points.  
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IB Diploma Courses 2022 

 

Full details of all IB courses are available at the following location: 

http://www.ibo.org/university-admission/ib-recognition-resources-and-document-library/#briefs 

 

 

  

http://www.ibo.org/university-admission/ib-recognition-resources-and-document-library/#briefs
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Biology 

Biologists investigate the living world at all levels using many different approaches and techniques.  At 

one end of the scale is the cell, its molecular construction and complex metabolic reactions.  At the other 

end of the scale biologists investigate the interactions that make whole ecosystems function.  Many 

discoveries remain to be made and great progress is expected in the 21st Century. 

Through studying a science subject, students should become aware of how scientists work and 

communicate with each other.  While the scientific method may take on a wide variety of forms, the 

emphasis is on a practical approach.  In addition, through the overarching theme of the “Nature of 

Science”, knowledge and skills will be put into the context of the way science and scientists work in the 

21st Century and the ethical debates and limitations of creative scientific endeavour. 

Students have opportunities to design investigations, collect data, develop manipulative skills, analyse 

results, collaborate with peers and evaluate and communicate their findings.  The investigations may be 

laboratory based or they may make use of simulations and data bases. Students develop the skills to work 

independently but also collegiately, including collaboration with schools in different regions, to mirror the 

way in which scientific research is conducted in the wider community. 

SL: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/biologysl2016englishw.pdf 

HL: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/biologyhl2016englishw.pdf 

 

Business Management 

The course is designed to develop students’ knowledge and understanding of business management 

theories, as well as their ability to apply a range of tools and techniques.  Students learn to analyse, discuss 

and evaluate business activities at local, national and international levels.  The course covers a range of 

organisations from all sectors, as well as the socio-cultural and economic contexts in which those 

organisations operate. 

The course encourages the appreciation of ethical concerns at both a local and global level.  It aims to 

develop relevant and transferable skills, including the ability to: think critically; make ethically sound and 

well-informed decisions; appreciate the pace, nature and significance of change; think strategically and 

to undertake long-term planning, analysis and evaluation.  The course also develops subject-specific skills, 

such as financial analysis. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/biologysl2016englishw.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/biologyhl2016englishw.pdf
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Candidates are required to study five topics:  

• Business organisation and environment 

• Human resource management 

• Finance and accounts 

• Marketing 

• Operations management 

SL: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/businesssl2016englishw.pdf 

HL: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/businesshl2016englishw.pdf 

 

Chemistry 

Chemistry is an experimental science that combines academic study with the acquisition of practical and 

investigational skills. Chemical principles underpin both the physical environment in which we live and all 

biological systems. Chemistry is often a prerequisite for many other courses in higher education, such as 

medicine, biological science and environmental science. 

All students undertake both theory and practical elements as they complement one another naturally, 

both in the Academy and in the wider scientific community. The DP Chemistry course allows students to 

develop a wide range of practical skills and to increase facility in the use of mathematics. It also allows 

students to develop interpersonal and information technology skills, which are essential to life in the 21st 

century. 

By studying Chemistry, students should become aware of how scientists work and communicate with 

each other. This course emphasizes a practical approach to the scientific method through experimental 

work. Teachers provide students with opportunities to develop manipulative skills, design investigations, 

collect data, analyse results and evaluate and communicate their findings.  

SL: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/chemistrysl2016englishw.pdf 

HL: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/chemistrysl2016englishw.pdf 

 

 

 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/businesssl2016englishw.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/businesshl2016englishw.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/chemistrysl2016englishw.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/chemistrysl2016englishw.pdf
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Design Technology   

Inquiry and problem solving are at the heart of the Design and Technology course. DP Design Technology 

requires the use of the design cycle as a tool, which provides the methodology used to structure the 

inquiry and analysis of problems, the development of feasible solutions, and the testing and evaluation 

of the solution.  

The course draws on and expands students’ skills in a range of Design and Scientific areas. Students will 

develop their understanding of Physics by exploring material properties and testing products in order to 

ensure that they are fit for purpose. Maths skills will also be enhanced by incorporating knowledge into 

real life situations.   

DP Design Technology achieves a high level of design literacy by enabling students to develop critical-

thinking and design skills, which they can apply in a practical context. While designing may take various 

forms, it will involve the selective application of knowledge within an ethical framework. 

Design and Technology is an excellent option for students who wish to pursue a career in Product Design, 

Engineering or Architecture. 

SL: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/designtechsl2016englishw.pdf 

HL: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/designtechhl2016englishw.pdf 

 

English: Language and Literature 

The Language and Literature course aims to develop skills of textual analysis and the understanding that 

texts, both literary and non-literary, can relate to culturally determined reading practices, encouraging 

students to question the meaning generated by language and texts.   

Helping students to focus closely on the language of studied texts and to become aware of the role of 

wider context in shaping meaning is central to the course.  The study of literature in translation from 

other cultures is especially important as it contributes to a global perspective.  Texts are chosen from a 

variety of sources, genres and media. 

 

Candidates are required to study literary works and non-literary texts through the study of three areas of 
exploration: 

 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/designtechsl2016englishw.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/designtechhl2016englishw.pdf
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• Readers, writers and texts 

• Time and space 

• Intertextuality: Connecting texts 

 

HL/SL: https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/curriculum.brief-

languagea.language.and.literature-eng.pdf 

 

Film Studies 

Film is a powerful and stimulating art form and practice. 

 

The DP film course aims to develop students as proficient interpreters and makers of film texts. Through 

the study and analysis of film texts, and through practical exercises in film production, the film course 

develops students’ critical abilities and their appreciation of artistic, cultural, historical and global 

perspectives in film. Students examine film concepts, theories, practices and ideas from multiple 

perspectives, challenging their own viewpoints and biases in order to understand and value those of 

others. 

 

DP film students experiment with film and multimedia technology, acquiring the skills and creative 

competencies required to successfully communicate through the language of the medium. They develop 

an artistic voice and learn how to express personal perspectives through film. 

 

The film course emphasises the importance of working collaboratively. It focuses on the international 

and intercultural dynamic that triggers and sustains contemporary film, while fostering in students an 

appreciation of the development of film across time, space and culture. DP film students are challenged 

to understand alternative views, to respect and appreciate the diverse cultures that exist within film, 

and to have open and critical minds. 

 

At the core of the DP film course lies the need for creative exploration and innovation. Students are 

challenged to acquire and develop critical thinking, reflective analysis and the imaginative synthesis that 

is achieved through practical engagement in the art, craft and study of film. 

 

Candidates will work within the following core syllabus areas; 

 

• Reading film 

• Contextualising film 

https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/curriculum.brief-languagea.language.and.literature-eng.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/curriculum.brief-languagea.language.and.literature-eng.pdf
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• Exploring film production roles  

 

SL:  https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/film-sl-hl-2017-en.pdf 

HL: https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/film-sl-hl-2017-en.pdf 

 

French 
 

“A different language is a different vision of life.” 

 

If you have a talent for learning French, then you might want to consider studying the French IB course. 

With our world becoming more globalised by the day, the ability to speak French at a higher level can 

open up many doors in your career and academic life.  

The IB French course gives you the opportunity to reach a high degree of competence, to develop the 

ability to communicate in the target language, to explore the French culture and to facilitate 

international mindedness.  

The main focus of the course is on the development of language skills. These language skills are developed 

through the study and use of a range of authentic written and spoken material. In doing so, you will 

develop conceptual understandings of how language works.  

Studying the IB French gives you the edge in the job market and enhances many skills that employers look 

for: an analytical mind; good thought process; amazing memory capacity; fantastic cultural and 

intercultural awareness; good communication; great team player.  

 

Also, the IB French combines well with virtually any subject for further study. 

 

SL:  https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/lang-b-2018-en.pdf 

HL: https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/lang-b-2018-en.pdf 

 

 

Geography 

The Diploma Programme geography course integrates both physical and human geography, and ensures 

that students acquire elements of both scientific and socio-economic methodologies.  

https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/film-sl-hl-2017-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/film-sl-hl-2017-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/lang-b-2018-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/lang-b-2018-en.pdf
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Geography takes advantage of its position to examine relevant concepts and ideas from a wide variety 

of disciplines. This helps students develop an appreciation of, and a respect for, alternative approaches, 

viewpoints and ideas. 

The geography course embodies global and international awareness in several distinct ways. It examines 

key global issues, such as poverty, sustainability and climate change. It considers examples and detailed 

case studies at a variety of scales, from local to regional, national and international.  

SL: https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/geography-sl-hl-2017-
en.pdf 

HL: https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/geography-sl-hl-2017-
en.pdf 

 

History 

The course is a world history course based on a comparative and multi-perspective approach to history. 

It involves the study of a variety of types of history, including political, economic, social and cultural, and 

provides a balance of structure and flexibility. 

The course emphasises the importance of encouraging students to think historically and to develop 

historical skills as well as gaining factual knowledge. It puts a premium on developing the skills of critical 

thinking, and on developing an understanding of multiple interpretations of history. In this way, the 

course involves a challenging and demanding critical exploration of the past. Teachers explicitly teach 

thinking and research skills such as comprehension, text analysis, transfer, and use of primary sources. 

There are six key concepts that have particular prominence throughout the DP history course: 

• Change 

• Continuity 

• Causation 

• Consequence 

• Significance 

• Perspectives 

SL: https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/history-sl-2016-english-

final-web-updated.pdf 

HL: https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/history-hl-2016-

english-final-web-updated.pdf 

https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/geography-sl-hl-2017-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/geography-sl-hl-2017-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/geography-sl-hl-2017-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/geography-sl-hl-2017-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/history-sl-2016-english-final-web-updated.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/history-sl-2016-english-final-web-updated.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/history-hl-2016-english-final-web-updated.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/history-hl-2016-english-final-web-updated.pdf
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Information Technology in a Global Society 

This course involves the study and evaluation of the impacts of information technology (IT) on individuals 

and society. It explores the advantages and disadvantages of the access to and use of digitised information 

at the local and global level. 

ITGS provides a framework for the student to make informed judgments and decisions about the use of 

IT within social contexts.  The ITGS framework is modelled on a ‘triangle’.  It uses an integrated approach, 

encouraging students to question the role of information and communication technologies in 

contemporary society. 

The course is composed of three strands, with interrelating topics within each: 

• Social and ethical significance 

• Application to specified scenarios of IT systems 

• IT systems 

Students also complete a project that assesses their practical application of IT skills developed during 

the course.  

SL: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/3_itgssl.pdf 

HL: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/3_itgshl.pdf 

 

Mathematics: Applications and Interpretation 

This course is designed for students who enjoy describing the real world and solving practical 

mathematics, those who are interested in harnessing the power of technology alongside exploring 

mathematical models and who enjoy the more practical side of mathematics.  

As such, this is an excellent course for students who want to further their understanding and love of 

mathematics in preparation for University and the world of work, as they will develop valuable knowledge 

and problem solving skills important for both pathways. The course is offered at both Higher and Standard 

Level. 

The Standard Level class will develop understanding and application of important mathematical concepts, 

while  the Higher Level class will include new content, including statistics. It is intended to allow students 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/3_itgssl.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/3_itgshl.pdf
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to explore both the theory and practical applications of mathematics and seek more challenging content. 

This course will further develop mathematical knowledge and problem solving skills that will serve 

students well if they wish to study Mathematics at a higher level or any other course with a high level of 

mathematical content. 

SL: https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/subject-brief-dp-math-

applications-and-interpretations-en.pdf 

Hl: https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/subject-brief-dp-math-

applications-and-interpretations-en.pdf 

 

Physics 

Physics is the most fundamental of the experimental sciences, as it seeks to explain the universe itself 

from the very smallest particles to the vast distances between galaxies.  

Despite the exciting and extraordinary development of ideas throughout the history of physics, 

observations remain essential to the very core of the subject. Models are developed to try to understand 

observations, and these themselves can become theories that attempt to explain the observations.  

Through studying a science subject, students should become aware of how scientists work and 

communicate with each other. While the scientific method may take on a wide variety of forms, the 

emphasis is on a practical approach. In addition, through the overarching theme of the “Nature of 

Science” this knowledge and skills will be put into the context of the way science and scientists work in 

the 21st Century and the ethical debates and limitations of creative scientific endeavour. The sciences are 

taught practically.  

Students have opportunities to design investigations, collect data, develop manipulative skills, analyse 

results, collaborate with peers and evaluate and communicate their findings. The investigations may be 

laboratory based or they may make use of simulations and data bases. Students develop the skills to work 

independently on their own design, but also collegiately, including collaboration with schools in different 

regions, to mirror the way in which scientific research is conducted in the wider community. 

https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/sciences/physics/ 

https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/subject-brief-dp-math-applications-and-interpretations-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/subject-brief-dp-math-applications-and-interpretations-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/subject-brief-dp-math-applications-and-interpretations-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/subject-brief-dp-math-applications-and-interpretations-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/sciences/physics/
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Social and Cultural Anthropology  

The DP Social and Cultural Anthropology course offers an opportunity for students to become acquainted 

with anthropological perspectives and ways of thinking, and to develop critical, reflective knowledge. 

Social and Cultural Anthropology has a distinctive approach to intercultural awareness and 

understanding, which embodies the essence of an IB education. Anthropology fosters the development 

of citizens who are globally aware and ethically sensitive.  

The Social and Cultural Anthropology course, for both SL and HL students, aims to: 

• explore principles of social and cultural life and characteristics of societies and cultures 

• develop an awareness of historical, scientific and social contexts within which social and cultural 

anthropology has developed 

• develop in the student a capacity to recognise preconceptions and assumptions of their own 

social and cultural environments 

• develop an awareness of relationships between local, regional and global processes and issues. 

SL: https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/social-and-cultural-

anthropology-sl-hl-2017-en.pdf 

HL: https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/social-and-cultural-

anthropology-sl-hl-2017-en.pdf 

 

Theatre 

Theatre is a practical subject that encourages discovery through experimentation, risk taking and 

presenting ideas to others.  

The IB Diploma Programme theatre course is a multifaceted theatre-making course where students have 

the opportunity to make theatre as designers, directors and performers. It emphasises the importance of 

working both individually and collaboratively as part of an ensemble.  

Students learn to apply research and theory to inform and add context to their work. The theatre course 

encourages students to appreciate the processes of researching, creating, preparing, presenting and 

critically reflecting on theatre— as participants and audience members—they gain a richer understanding 

of themselves, their community and the world. 

https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/social-and-cultural-anthropology-sl-hl-2017-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/social-and-cultural-anthropology-sl-hl-2017-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/social-and-cultural-anthropology-sl-hl-2017-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/social-and-cultural-anthropology-sl-hl-2017-en.pdf
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Students become aware of their own personal and cultural perspectives, developing an appreciation of 

the diversity of theatre practices, their processes and their modes of presentation. It enables students to 

discover and engage with different forms of theatre across time, place and culture and promotes 

international-mindedness. 

Read more with a breakdown of the curriculum model here:  

SL: https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/theatresl2016englishw.pdf 

HL: https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/theatrehl2016englishw.pdf 

 

 

Visual Arts 

The IB Diploma Programme visual arts course encourages students to challenge their own creative and 

cultural expectations and boundaries. It is a thought-provoking course in which students develop 

analytical skills in problem-solving and divergent thinking, while working towards technical proficiency 

and confidence as art-makers. In addition to exploring and comparing visual arts from different 

perspectives and in different contexts, students are expected to engage in, experiment with and critically 

reflect upon a wide range of contemporary practices and media. The course is designed for students who 

want to go on to study visual arts in higher education as well as for those who are seeking lifelong 

enrichment through visual arts. 

The course encourages students to actively explore the visual arts within and across a variety of local, 

regional, national, international and intercultural contexts.  Through inquiry, investigation, reflection and 

creative application, Visual Arts students develop an appreciation for the expressive and aesthetic 

diversity in the world around them, becoming critically informed makers and consumers of visual culture. 

The course explores art-making through the media of drawing, photography, textiles and ceramics. 

SL: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/visualartssl2016englishw.pdf 

HL: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/visualartshl2016englishw.pdf 

  

https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/theatresl2016englishw.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/theatrehl2016englishw.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/visualartssl2016englishw.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/visualartshl2016englishw.pdf
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BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Applied Psychology 

The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Applied Psychology, is an Applied General 

qualification for post-16 learners wanting to continue their education through applied learning, and 

who aim to progress to higher education and ultimately to employment, possibly in the applied 

psychology sector. The qualification is equivalent in size to one A Level and it has been designed as one 

third of a typical study programme, normally alongside other applied general qualifications at Level 3. 

No prior study of the sector is needed but you should normally have a range of achievement in GCSEs, 

including a GCSE in science. 

The qualification provides the knowledge, understanding and skills that will prepare students for further 

study or training. Everyone taking this qualification will study three mandatory units, covering the 

following content areas:  

• applications of psychological approaches 

• conducting psychological research 

• health psychology. 

The mandatory content allows development of knowledge and understanding of psychology, as well as 

the application of skills that are important in psychology, over an extended period.  

Students choose one optional unit, which has been designed to support progression to more specialist 

applied psychology courses in higher education and to link with relevant occupational areas, such as:  

• criminal and forensic psychology 

• principles of children’s psychological development 

• psychopathology and treatment 

• applied sport psychology. 

The qualification carries a maximum of 56 UCAS points, equivalent to an A Level, and is recognised by 

higher education providers as contributing to admission requirements to many relevant applied 

psychology courses. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/applied-

psychology/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/btec-l3-nat-ext-cert-in-applied-psych-spec.pdf 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/applied-psychology/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/btec-l3-nat-ext-cert-in-applied-psych-spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/applied-psychology/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/btec-l3-nat-ext-cert-in-applied-psych-spec.pdf
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BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Applied Science 
 
The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Applied Science is a course designed for 

students who are interested in learning about applied science alongside other fields of study, with a 

view to progressing to a wide range of higher education courses, not necessarily in applied science. It is 

the equivalent to one A Level and consists of 4 units, 3 are mandatory and an option assess both 

internally and externally. 

Through studying Applied Science, students can develop their Science investigation skills and study the 

application of Science along with scientific producers and techniques. Students will have the 

opportunity to design their own experiments and collect and interpret data to draw their own 

conclusions based on their own evidence. This course also enables students to extent their knowledge 

in Biology, Chemistry and Physics, as well as developing student’s employability skills such as 

interpersonal and problem solving – skills that can be used in many careers.    

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Applied-

Science/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/BTEC-L3-Nat-Cert-in-Applied-Science-Spec.pdf 

 

BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Art and Design  

BTECs embody a fundamentally learner-centred approach to the curriculum, with a flexible, unit-based 

structure and knowledge applied in project-based assessments. They focus on the holistic development 

of the practical, interpersonal and thinking skills required to be able to succeed in employment and 

higher Education. BTEC Art and Design Level 3 will consist of three mandatory theoretical and practical 

components, namely: Visual Recording and Communication; Critical and Contextual Studies in Art and 

Design and the Creative Process. The BTEC will follow the Fine Art option, which includes the study of 

2D Art Forms (Painting, Drawing and Printmaking), 3D Art Forms (Sculpture and Maquettes) and Digital 

Media, which includes digital art-making processes.  

The qualification gives a coherent introduction to the study of art and design, where students develop 

art and design projects and gain an understanding of the creative process. The qualification is designed 

for post-16 learners who aim to progress to higher education and ultimately to employment, possibly in 

the creative industries.  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Applied-Science/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/BTEC-L3-Nat-Cert-in-Applied-Science-Spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Applied-Science/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/BTEC-L3-Nat-Cert-in-Applied-Science-Spec.pdf
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Art-and-

Design/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/btec-l3-nat-cert-in-art-and-design-spec.pdf 

 

BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Health and Social Care  

The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Health and Social Care aims to provide an 

introduction to the sector.  

It is for learners who are interested in the health and social care sector as part of a balanced study 

programme.  

The qualification supports access to a range of higher education courses possibly, but not exclusively, in 

health and social care, if taken alongside further Level 3 qualifications.  BTEC Nationals provide a 

vocational context in which learners can develop the knowledge and skills required for particular degree 

courses, including: 

• reading technical texts 

• effective writing 

• analytical skills 

• creative development 

• preparation for assessment methods used in degrees 

The content of the qualification is based on the person-centred approach and values needed to work in 

the health and social care sector. 

Mandatory unit focus: 

• Human Lifespan Development         

• Working in Health and Social Care       

• Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs       

And one of the following additional units: 

• Sociological Perspectives 

• Psychological Perspectives 

• Supporting individuals with Additional Needs 

• Physiological Disorders and their Care 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Art-and-Design/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/btec-l3-nat-cert-in-art-and-design-spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Art-and-Design/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/btec-l3-nat-cert-in-art-and-design-spec.pdf
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Health-and-Social-

Care/2016/specification-and-sample-

assessments/9781446938003_BTEC_Nat_ExCert_HSC_AG_Spec_Iss3C.pdf 

 

BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Music Performance 

The UK music industry helps to drive economic growth by creating jobs and opportunities for young 

people. The 2015 UK music survey ‘Measuring Music’ identified that the music industry supported more 

than 117,000 full-time jobs in the UK, of which 69,300 were professional musicians. The music industry 

contributed £4.1 billion to the UK economy, outpacing the overall growth of the economy by 2.5 per 

cent. In 2016, live music alone created £3.7 billion in direct and indirect income for the UK. 

This course is for students wanting to continue their education through applied learning, and who aim 

to progress to higher education and ultimately to employment, possibly in the music sector or in the 

creative sectors as a whole. The qualification is equivalent in size to 1 A level and provides a coherent 

course of study covering both performance and the music industry. It is designed to be taken alongside 

other level 3 qualifications. 

This course consists of three mandatory units and at least one optional unit. The mandatory units 

consist of one internal and two external. 

The mandatory units, which provide an essential introduction to the skills and knowledge required to be 

successful in music. They cover the following topics: 

• ensemble music performance (external) 

• professional practice in the music industry (external) 

• practical music theory and harmony. 

The optional units have been designed to complement the knowledge and skills developed in ensemble 

music performance and support your progression to more specialist creative courses in higher 

education. They also link with relevant occupational areas. The optional units cover the following areas: 

• composing music 

• music performance session styles 

• solo performance 

• improvising music. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Health-and-Social-Care/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/9781446938003_BTEC_Nat_ExCert_HSC_AG_Spec_Iss3C.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Health-and-Social-Care/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/9781446938003_BTEC_Nat_ExCert_HSC_AG_Spec_Iss3C.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Health-and-Social-Care/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/9781446938003_BTEC_Nat_ExCert_HSC_AG_Spec_Iss3C.pdf
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The qualification carries UCAS points and is recognised by higher education providers as contributing to 

admission requirements for many courses, if taken alongside other qualifications as part of a two-year 

programme of learning. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-

Nationals/Music/2017/Specification/9781446928110_BTEC_Nat_ExtCert_Music_Spec_prepubfinal.pdf 

 

BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Sport 

The Pearson BTEC National Extended Certificate in Sport is an Applied General qualification for post-16 

learners who want to continue their education through applied learning and who aim to progress to 

higher education and ultimately to employment in the sport sector.  

In addition to the sport sector specific content, the requirements of the qualification will mean that 

learners develop the transferable and higher order skills that are valued by higher education providers 

and employers. Study of sport particularly encourages the development of skills and behaviours such as 

teamwork, leadership, performance analysis, resilience, evaluation, analysis and synthesising concepts. 

These skills are developed through the variety of approaches to teaching and learning enabled by the 

specification. 

Mandatory unit focus: 

• Anatomy and Physiology        

• Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Well-being   

• Professional Development in the Sports Industry  

How are students assessed? 

Year 12 

- Anatomy & Physiology. Assessed in an exam at the end of Year 12 (33% of BTEC award) 

- Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Well-being. Assessed in an exam at the 

end of Year 12 (33% of BTEC award) 

Year 13 

- Professional Development in Sports Industry. Assessed by submitting a written Assignment 

(16% of BTEC award) 

- Application of Fitness Testing. Assessed by submitting a written Assignment (16% of BTEC 

award) 

    

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Music/2017/Specification/9781446928110_BTEC_Nat_ExtCert_Music_Spec_prepubfinal.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Music/2017/Specification/9781446928110_BTEC_Nat_ExtCert_Music_Spec_prepubfinal.pdf
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These units will require students to take part in both theory based and practical sessions on a regular 

basis as part of the assessment process.  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Sport/20161/specification-and-

sample-assessments/btec-l3-national-ext-cert-in-sport-spec.pdf 

 

 

LIBF Diploma in Financial Studies  

As an Applied General qualification, the Diploma in Financial Studies (DipFS) explores, in depth, the key 

concepts of financial capability and how they are applied to achieve longer-term financial sustainability.  

It develops and extends the knowledge and skills required for young people to make informed financial 

decisions through understanding the risks and challenges involved in personal finance and the importance 

of effective planning.  

The qualification will encourage students to: 

• analyse financial data and information, financial services products and make judgements about 

suitability for people in different circumstances 

• understand the concept of financial sustainability and ethics 

• analyse, synthesise, evaluate and reflect  

• demonstrate numeracy skills including the ability to manipulate financial and other numerical 

data  

• use appropriate data and information to make arguments 

• structure and communicate ideas logically and coherently; and learn independently 

The financially-related content of this qualification serves as a strong grounding for undergraduate study 

within finance and business-related disciplines, with many students going on to study accounting, 

business, finance and banking.   

This qualification develops knowledge and understanding of the financial services sector and enhances 

skills that are valued within that sector and others, but does not qualify students for direct entry to a 

particular occupational role. 

https://www.libf.ac.uk/docs/default-source/financial-capability/qualification-specifications/dipfs-

qualification-specification.pdf?sfvrsn=30  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Sport/20161/specification-and-sample-assessments/btec-l3-national-ext-cert-in-sport-spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Sport/20161/specification-and-sample-assessments/btec-l3-national-ext-cert-in-sport-spec.pdf
https://www.libf.ac.uk/docs/default-source/financial-capability/qualification-specifications/dipfs-qualification-specification.pdf?sfvrsn=30
https://www.libf.ac.uk/docs/default-source/financial-capability/qualification-specifications/dipfs-qualification-specification.pdf?sfvrsn=30
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“The world no longer rewards people for what they know – Google knows everything – but for 

what they can do with what they know. Because that is the main differentiator today, global 

education today needs to be much more about ways of thinking, involving creativity, critical 

thinking, problem solving and decision-making; about ways of working, including communication 

and collaboration.” 

Andreas Schleicher, Director for Education and Skills at the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD), (2014) 

“Following instructions has been at the core, and has driven the success, of mass education. Yet 

in a more volatile, uncertain world, characterised by innovation and entrepreneurship, we now 

need to equip young people to solve problems of all shapes and sizes. Problems that will not come 

with instructions.” 

Charles Leadbeater, Independent writer, government advisor and speaker, (2016) 

 

 

 


