
 

 

    

  

  

Remote education provision: information for parents   

This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to students and parents or 
carers about what to expect from remote education if local restrictions require entire cohorts 
to remain at home.   
  

For details of what to expect where individual students are self-isolating, please see the final 
section of this document  
  

  

  



 

 

    

The remote curriculum: what is taught to students at home  

A student’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our 
standard approach, while we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of 
remote teaching.  

What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the first day 
or two of students being sent home?  

The main platform that will be used to both set and receive work will be Microsoft Teams.  Teaching 

classes will be set up via Teams where files can be shared, and communication made between the staff 

member and the students. This will include any live, pre-recorded lessons or set work that is to be 

undertaken. The Academy’s expectation that the lessons will be set daily following the Academy 

timetable.  Live lessons will be scheduled using the calendar function within Teams, if the students’ whole 

class is isolating. Students will find any work set within their Class Teams page under the Post/Files section 

if there is a mixture of some students in the Academy and some out.   

    

Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be 

taught broadly the same curriculum as they would if they were in 

school?  

 Teaching staff will continue to teach according to their Curriculum plans. However, we have needed to 

make some adaptations in some subjects. For example, changes to Science and practical based subjects 

may have to alter due to the need for students to be within the Academy and depending on when this 

takes place within the academic year. Each subject has made their own contingency plan with regards to 

any changes they may need to make in order to adhere to a local or national lockdown. Time has been 

spent within department and subject areas, in order to adapt and refine our curriculum should the need 

arise to teach remotely.   

  

Remote teaching and study time each day  

How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each 

day?  

If students follow the work outlined by their teaching staff throughout the remote learning set, we 
expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will take students 
broadly the following number of hours each day:  



 

 

    

Years 7-9  4 x 75-minute sessions each day Homework:  

  English, Maths, 

Science  
Geography, 

History, MFL  
Art, Drama, DT,  
Food, GPE, IT,  

Music PE and RS  

Year 7*  30 minutes per 

week  
30 minutes per 

fortnight  
A maximum of 30 

minutes per 

fortnight, if and 

when required  

Year 8*  40 minutes per 

week  
40 minutes per 

fortnight  
A maximum of 40 
minutes per  
fortnight, if and 

when required  

Year 9  40 minutes per 

week  
40 minutes per 

fortnight  
A maximum of 40 
minutes per  
fortnight, if and 

when required  
 

Years 10-13  4 x 75 minute sessions each day  

KS4 & KS5  All subjects**  

Year 10  25 minutes per lesson  

Year 11  25-30 minutes per lesson  

Year 12/13  40 minutes per lesson  

 

  

Accessing remote education  

How will my child access any online remote education you are 

providing?  



 

 

    

The main platform that will be used to both set and receive work will be Microsoft Teams.  Teaching 

classes will be set up via Teams where files can be shared, and communication made between the staff 

member and the students. This will include any live, pre-recorded lessons or set work  that is to be 

undertaken.   

  

The Teams training and guidance released to all staff and students in September 2020 is also available 

on the Academy website.  

  

Each student at the Academy has been provided with a log in to Microsoft Teams since September 2020.  

  

Students have also got access to other platforms which are subject specific:  

- Google Classroom   

- Senaca  

- Educake  

- Sam Learning  

The Academy is also using, when appropriate the resources available from Oak National Academy is 

order to support its online remote education.    

  

  

If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you 

support them to access remote education?  

We recognise that some students may not have suitable online access at home. We take the 
following approaches to support those students to access remote education:  
  

  

How will my child be taught remotely?  

  

In the SKA contingency plan published on the Academy website in September 2020 and sent to all 
parents/carers. Within this plan, and subsequent letters we asked any parents to inform us of any 
student who did not have access to a device for remote learning.   
  

“Students will be expected to work on their own devices, iPads etc. If parents are aware of any issues 
relating to this, they should contact their child’s Head of Year in the first instance. The Academy holds 
an up to date list across Year groups of students who have no access to IT services at home. The 
Academy is committed to working with these individuals and will provide necessary support in this 
regard”   
  



 

 

    

Subject to the feedback we received from this, we were able to provide these students with either an 
iPad or laptop in order for them to complete remote education. Students and parents have direct 
support with this through our devices@skinnerskent.org.uk email account.    
  

We use a combination of the following approaches to teach students remotely:  

  

• live teaching (online lessons)  

  

• recorded teaching (e.g. Oak National Academy lessons, video/audio recordings made by 
teachers)  
  

• textbooks and reading books students have at home  

  

• commercially available websites supporting the teaching of specific subjects or areas, 
including video clips or sequences  

  

Engagement and feedback  

What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support 

that we as parents and carers should provide at home?  

Welcoming  

  

Remote learning comes with many challenges. Just staff do in our physical classrooms, it is important to 

establish positive learning routines and to start each session with a warm welcome. Where students are 

unable to access live sections of the lesson due to their home situation, we should support them in 

completing their learning in different ways. This is engagement.  

  

Rewards  

  

We seek to motivate our students both because they want to learn and because their efforts and progress 

are rewarded. There are two rewards on class charts: Engagement in TEAMS lessons and Completion of 

Remote Learning. These are used  these to celebrate student success. During a period of national 

lockdown, at the end of each week of remote learning we will create a presentation celebrating the 

students who have received the most reward points for Remote Learning and sharing excellent work. 

Students whose work is celebrated will receive a voucher and the students with the most reward points 

will be invited to a celebration event once it is safe to do so.  

  

Register of Engagement and Intervention Steps  

  

At the end of every lesson teachers are asked to complete the engagement register using the codes below.  

  



 

 

    

Y = engaged; N = Not engaged. S = Some engagement. C = Contacted  

  

If the Academy make contact with an absent student’s parent or carer, the code C will be used.  

  

  

  

How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and 

how will I be informed if there are concerns?  

The Academy has a 6-stage approach to its engagement strategy within a full lockdown, which emphasises 

the importance of communication regularly with parents. Heads of Subject and Heads of Year will make 

contact daily contact with parents. The senior staff of the Academy will make weekly phone calls to 

parents of students who have continued to be disengaged across the week.  

   

  

  

How will you assess my child’s work and progress?  

Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments for individual 
children. For example, whole-class feedback or quizzes marked automatically via digital platforms are 
also valid and effective methods, amongst many others. Our approach to feeding back on pupil work 
is as follows:  
  



 

 

    

Students should be receiving some sort of feedback once every two weeks (except in GPE, Music and IT 
where this time scale is extended due to the curriculum time allocated to these subjects).  
  

What can feedback look like?  

  

Quizzes  

Use a platform such as Microsoft Forms or Kahoot to set a knowledge quiz -these are 
selfmarking and the results allow you as a teacher to see patterns of confidence and any 
misconceptions. Live multiple choice quizzes with answers in the chat also allow for this. These 
can be followed up with a whole class reteach with, perhaps bespoke work for those who are 
most confident and do not require the reteach.  
  

• Live feedback/ marking  

As students post answers in the chat you can provide feedback commentaries -either verbal or 
written, praising positives and suggesting improvements or enhancements. This can also work 
using class notebooks; you can observe students writing and answering questions in real time 
and provide comments and suggestions either to individual students, groups of students or the 
whole class.  
  

• Whole Class Feedback   

After collecting assignments, read them with a notebook or document open. Collect examples 
of success against the criteria to spotlight and celebrate in the next lesson and make a note of 
common issues, misconceptions or next steps: this becomes your next teaching point.  
  

• Spotlight marking of assignments  

Mark assignments by highlighting success or next steps against a pre-determined criteria.   

  

• Assignments marked against a rubric  

  

When establishing assignments, set up an assessment criteria in the rubric: students can then be 

scored accordingly.  

Additional support for students with particular needs  

How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional 

support from adults at home to access remote education?  

We recognise that some students, for example some students with special educational needs and 
disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without support from adults at home. 
We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we will work with parents and carers 
to support those students in the following ways:  



 

 

    

Our students with EHCPs or those with SEND needs, have access to their TA support via the use of 

Microsoft TEAMS. Each student this applies to, has allocated a TA of whom attends either the live lessons 

with the student and the class, or who works individually with the student on any set work.  

  

The curriculum offer is also regularly reviewed for individual students and regular conversations are held 

between our Inclusion Team, the student and their Parents/Carers in order to make regular assessments 

with regards to any adaptions that are required for these students.   

  

Remote education for self-isolating students  

Where individual students need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group remains in school, 
how remote education is provided will likely differ from the approach for whole groups. This is due 
to the challenges of teaching students both at home and in school.  

  

If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will 

their remote education differ from the approaches described above?   

•  During periods of partial closure or for students self-isolating, Heads of Years will make 
contact with their students regarding their engagement  
  

•  Students will have access to the same class materials and tasks as those within the Academy 
during this time  
  

•  

  

Students should make use of the online provision such as Oak National Academy to support 

their learning, should they require it  

 


