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Are students expected to attend from Monday 8th March? 
School attendance will be mandatory for all students, with secondary schools and colleges able to 
phase return over the week of 8 March to allow students to be offered testing on return. 
 
The Academy will be phasing the return of the students across this week as outlined below: 

 
 
The reason we have decided to approach our testing with the concept of students being able to Test 
n Go in the first instance is to be in a position to separate the test (which assures safety, gives peace 
of mind and starts to prepare students to be able do this themselves) with the first lesson (which will 
not be interrupted by testing or half attendance, but a positive welcome back to learning on site). 
Our guiding principal has been to create a calm, purposeful return to class, enabling all students to 
feel safe and secure and see the purpose of their return to the Academy. 
 
Students and Parent/Carers will receive a specific testing email informing them of their individual 
testing appointment times. 
 
If a student has not consented to testing, they will return to the Academy for their Face to Face 
lessons as highlighted above.  
 
Work will continue to be set for students across Monday and Tuesday for those Year groups not 
back in lessons. This includes during Test N Go, however adjustments will be made in order to 
recognise that students will be attending the Academy during the day for their test.  
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How will the testing work? 

• Students will receive one test before they return to face to face teaching 

• They will then have 2 further tests, coming out of lessons to have these done, with each test 
being spaced 3-5 days apart 

• After an initial programme of 3 tests, students will be provided with two rapid tests to use 
each week at home.  

• Secondary school and college staff will also continue to be provided with two tests to use 
each week at home. 

• The Academy will retain a small on-site test centre so we can offer testing to students who 
are unable to test themselves at home.  

 
How will Home testing work? 

• Students and staff in the Academy will be supplied with LFD test kits to self-swab and test 
themselves twice a week at home.  

• Staff and students must report their result to NHS Test and Trace as soon as the test is 
completed either online or by telephone as per the instructions in the home test kit. 

• Staff and students should also share their result, whether void, positive or negative, with 
their school to help with contact tracing.  

• Details on how to inform the Academy will follow shortly.  

• Pupils aged 18 and over should self-test and report the result, with assistance if needed.  

• Adolescents aged 12 to 17 should self-test and report with adult supervision. The adult may 
conduct the test if necessary.  

• Children aged 11 attending a secondary school should be tested by an adult.  

• Staff or students with a positive LFD test result will need to self-isolate in line with the stay-
at-home guidance. They will also need to arrange a lab-based polymerase chain reaction 
(PCR) test to confirm the result if the test was done at home.  

• Those with a negative LFD test result can continue to attend school and use protective 
measures 

 
Isolation 
If a student or staff member tests positive for Covid-19, they and other members of their household 
(including any siblings and members of their support or childcare bubble if they have one) should 
self-isolate. Their isolation period includes the day symptoms started for the first person in their 
household, or the day their test was taken if they did not have symptoms, whether this was a Lateral 
Flow Device (LFD) or Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) test), and the next 10 full days.  
 
If a member of the household starts to display symptoms while self isolating they will need to restart 
the 10 day isolation period and book a test. If anyone tests positive whilst not experiencing 
symptoms but develop symptoms during the isolation period, they must restart the 10 day isolation 
period from the day they developed symptoms. 
 

Additional measures 
 

Face Coverings 
The following guidance will be reviewed at the end of this term. 
Please encourage a conversation with your child around the public health importance of wearing a 
face covering. 
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When do I have to wear my face covering? 
Students and Staff within the Academy are expected to wear their masks: 

• When inside the Academy building, including classrooms when being taught  

• This does not apply in situations where wearing a face covering would impact on the ability 
to take part in exercise or strenuous activity, for example in PE lessons.  

• Students may remove their face coverings when outside at break and lunch 

• Face visors or shields should not be worn as an alternative to face coverings. They may 
protect against droplet spread in specific circumstances but are unlikely to be effective in 
reducing aerosol transmission when used without an additional face covering 

• Masks should be worn inside during lunch or break times due to wet breaks, and only 
removed for eating and put back on afterwards 

 
Exemptions  
Some individuals are exempt from wearing face coverings.  
This applies to those who:  

• cannot put on, wear or remove a face covering because of a physical impairment or 
disability, illness or mental health difficulties  

• speak to or provide help to someone who relies on lip reading, clear sound or facial 
expression to communicate 

 

Guidance on the use of regular changing of face coverings 

• Any staff member or student using disposable masks, should ensure they have a number of 
masks for use during the Academy day and these should be regularly changed and disposed 
of within our closed bins (situated around the Academy) 

• Those with reusable masks should be using alternative face coverings daily or washing them 
in between 

 

Can I take my books or resources home? 

• Students can take books and other shared resources home, although unnecessary sharing 
should be avoided. Similar rules on hand cleaning, cleaning of the resources and rotation 
should apply to these resources. 

 

How are rooms to be ventilated? 

• Staff should ensure that windows are opened, particularly higher windows in classrooms, 
though the gap only needs to be minimal 

• Staff are encouraged to “air purge” the rooms when not in use 

• Staff and students are required to dress appropriately for increased ventilation however 
coats are not to be worn inside nor in classrooms. 

 

Transport 
We are under the understanding that all school and public transport will be back to pre-Christmas 
timetables from the 8th March 2021 
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Additional information on what constitutes a close contact 

• anyone who lives in the same household as someone with coronavirus (COVID-19) 
symptoms or who has tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19)  

• anyone who has had any of the following types of contact with someone who has tested 
positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) with a PCR or LFD test:  

• face-to-face contact including being coughed on or having a face-to face 
conversation within 1 metre  

• been within 1 metre for 1 minute or longer without face-to-face contact  

• sexual contacts  

• been within 2 metres of someone for more than 15 minutes (either as a one-off 
contact, or added up together over one day)  

• travelled in the same vehicle or a plane 

 

Reminders 
• All students are expected to be in full Academy uniform; Parents/carers should speak to 

their child’s Head of Year for any support or understanding that is required with this 

• The one way system remains in place when moving around the Academy 

• The cleaning protocols and regular sanitising/handwashing remain in place 

• The entry and exit routes remain in place for Year groups 

• The social zones remain in place for Year groups 

• It continues to be the strong recommendation of the Academy that students and staff bring 
in their own lunch. This is to try to alleviate the amount of footfall through the P and P. 
However hot and cold lunches will be available at each year group time slots at lunch only. 
Please note that no food will be available to purchase from the P & P at breaktime, although 
we hope after Easter to be in a position to introduce break time service. 

• Breakfast service for those eligible will continue before the Academy day 

• No seating will be available at lunch in the P & P. Students are reminded that they should 
purchase their food and return to their social zones.   

• Practicals in most subjects will be able to resume, though once again under their individual 
risk assessments 

• Our behaviour policy remains in place, including Covid-19 addition 
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Academy Day Timings 
 

Time  Structure  Additional information  

8:30-9:45am  Session 1    

9:45 - 11:00am  Session 2    

11:00 - 11:25 am   Break  No food service in the P and P  

11:25-12:40pm  Session 3    

12:40-1:30pm  Lunch  12.40 - Year 11 P&P & Year 7 NotePad  
12.55 - Year 10 P&P  
1.00 - Year 8 NotePad  
1.10 - Year 9 P&P  
  
Year 12 and 13 Café 6 in the Sixth Form Centre, plus access to the P 
and P from 12:15  

1:30-2:45  Session 4    

2:45 - staggered 
end.  

Tutor  All students will be escorted by a member of staff  
  
3:05pm:  

• Year 7 exit through Blackhurst Lane gate  

• Year 9 exit out the back of the Communications Faculty, 
through the wooden gate and out via the front car park by 
Sandown Park  

  
3:10pm:  

• Year 8 exit through Blackhurst Lane gate  

• Year 10 exit through reception and out via Sandown Park  
  
3:15pm:   

• Year 11 exit out of back of Enterprise and leave via the alley 
between the Sports Hall and P&P, up and out through the 
main reception gate (subject to whether a student is 
required to stay for any intervention)  

• Year 12 exit out of Blackhurst Lane gate  

• Year 13 exit through reception  

 


