
 

 

Our Ref: KNH/BAM 
 
 
28 February 2022 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
This week the Academy is celebrating SKA Book Week and World Book Day, so we are very keen to 
take this opportunity to feature our wonderful Academy Library. 
 
The library has a central place in the Academy and has been carefully developed and curated over the 
last 10 years by our full-time librarian Ms Moeller. We are very proud of the contemporary, diverse, 
and inclusive range of books it offers. 
 
You may rightly expect to find well-known names on the shelves, but Ms Moeller also has her finger 
on the pulse of cutting-edge literature for teens and Young Adults.  Even TikTok sometimes influences 
some of the purchasing decisions and recommendations and requests by students are usually fulfilled 
whenever possible. What matters to us is that students read what they want. 
 
Over the last couple of years, we have expanded our collection of Graphic Novels, which are a very 
special form of literature. Sometimes simple, but often sophisticated artwork accompanies 
contemporary text, which stimulates the senses and leads to engaged and immersive reading.  The 
range we stock is diverse and whilst some are simply delightful stories of the trials and tribulations of 
growing up, other stories deal with disabilities or thought-provoking topics, such as racism, the 
refugee crisis, gender or environmental issues. It’s immensely pleasing to see this genre fly off the 
shelves. 
 
We offer several series of Japanese Manga, which has its own dedicated fan base amongst our 
students, who usually also watch the corresponding Anime on tv or YouTube. The stock we keep is 
indeed completely student driven, without whose knowledge of the genre Ms Moeller, by her own 
admission, would be quite lost as to what to order next. 
 
We also still stock a large range on non-fiction information books.  You will find anything from 
academic subjects which are studied in the classroom and current affairs titles to books about sports, 
pets, cars, motorbikes, nature, crafts, cooking or self-care. 
 
On Fridays we have ‘Silent Lunchtime’ when library users come specifically to read or do some work 
by themselves with no talking and no noise in the library. It’s bliss and everyone, staff and student 
alike, appreciates it! 
 
Ms Moeller has recently appointed a team of Library Ambassadors, from Year 7 to Year 12, who help 
out around the issue desk, shelve books and generally keep the library tidy. They are all avid readers 
and are keen to spread their love for reading amongst their fellow students.   



 

 

The library opens daily to students 20 minutes before first lesson, during break and lunchtimes and 
stays open for homework club and other activities until 4:15pm.  
 
All students are welcome, and everything is free at point of access, from the loans to the dozens of 
colourful bookmarks we hand out every week (we even have scented ones, current flavours are candy 
cane and chocolate) and the plastic wallets students are expected to keep their books in whilst they 
are in transit. All we ask is that students READ THEIR BOOKS, TREAT THEM WELL and RETURN THEM. 
Books are a precious and expensive commodity, so please understand and support us if you receive 
the occasional email from Ms Moeller to help locate a library book at home or, in the event of a 
student having lost a book, if we ask for a £5.00 contribution towards replacing it. 
 
We believe every child has the right to see themselves and their interests represented in a book, and 
we hope our large choice, combined with our librarian’s expertise open a pathway for every student 
to become a proficient and hopefully lifelong reader. 
 

“Someone who reads for pleasure is far less likely to be a bully or bigot. They are far less likely to cause 

harm to others because they can imagine how it would feel. They are far less likely to collude with any 

kind of persecution. Instead, they are far more likely to do something about it”. 

                                                    -Tanya Landman, Winner of the 2015 Carnegie Medal 

 
 
We look forward to welcoming our young people into the Library, not only this week but as the term 
and year continues so they can take advantage of the wonderful opportunities it has on offer.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Miss H Knowles 
Principal 
 


