
 

 

Our Ref: KNH/BAM 
 
 
31 March 2022 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
We find ourselves yet again at the end of a very busy term, one which has been full of opportunity 
and experiences for our young people. I always, like many I know, look forward to the Easter/Spring 
break in the calendar. It is an opportunity to rest and recuperate and look forward to the warmer and 
lighter months of the year. It is also an excellent moment to stop and reflect, just before the busier 
time of the year for many of our students as they gear up to their examinations.  
 
In relation to the exams, we at present fully expect both our IB and GCSE examinations to go ahead as 
planned and we continue to monitor closely any information provided by either the DfE or IB.  I would 
like to take this opportunity to wish both Year 13 and Year 11 students the very best of luck. Having 
been watching the work conducted by both year groups and their teaching staff, it is clear that they 
are working incredibly hard to put themselves in the very best position for their qualifications. It 
remains just as important however that they ensure they balance their work with their own interests 
and hobbies, giving themselves much needed downtime away from their studies.   
 
The Academy has been a very busy and productive place to be this term. We have held: 

- Battle of the Bands 
- Academy production auditions 
- Trips to the Globe, a day at the races and Kew Gardens 
- National Science week 
- Our Language Immersion morning 
- KAN More Able and Talented events 
- K9 deployment drug dogs 
- Prevent assemblies 
- Our second own clothes day, raising an amazing £1114 in support of refugees across the world 
- Sixth Form Taster Day 
- Unsung Heroes event for Year 7 
- Cinema reward trips 
- Visits from SKPS 

 
It has also been an opportunity to welcome visitors into the Academy, strengthening our links with 
our partner schools such as Sevenoaks Schools, Skinners school and Dartford Grammar and continued 
our work as one of the lead schools in the West Kent Independent State School Partnership. We 
welcomed the Skinners’ Court into the Academy after a two-year hiatus and were able to meet our 
new Year 7 cohort of 180 students and their families.  
 



 

 

It was of course also the term in which we were visited by Ofsted. We are still awaiting the final report, 
but I have been assured that we are due to receive this in the week after the holidays. At this time, I 
will of course share this with all our parent/carers and the wider Academy community.  
 
Over the spring break, we have trips going to Geneva and the Lake District as well as some revision 
sessions for students within the Academy. A huge thank you to all staff, who are giving up their own 
time in order to facilitate these opportunities for our students.  
 
Unfortunately, we are saying goodbye to a couple of staff at the end of this term: Mrs Brindley who 
oversees our Early Career Teachers and is part of the Languages Team and Mrs Fronda, one our 
specialist TAs. We would like to take this opportunity to thank them for all their hard work and support 
of the students here and wish them every success for their future. We welcome Mrs Duros into the 
Languages department after Easter.  
 
Below you will find further information regarding Term 5, but in the meantime may I wish you and 
your families a restful and happy Easter/Spring break and we look forward to welcoming your child 
back into the Academy on Tuesday 19 April 2022. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Miss H Knowles  
Principal 
 
 
 
Term 5 Uniform 
 
A reminder that students may now wear the Academy’s summer uniform options, which include the 
summer dress and shorts available from Simmonds. There is also no requirement for students to 
wear their Academy jumpers under their blazers 
 
Attendance 
 
Your child’s attendance at the Academy daily is more important than ever. The research coming out 
from the pandemic is stark in terms of the impact on young people and the link to attendance.  
 
Term 5 Events 
 

- Year 10 Oxford study (please see letter sent home earlier this week) 
- Family learning event: Planetarium (19 April) 
- Invitations for parents to join us at lunchtime to sample the food on offer through Olive 

dining 
- Trips from Wakehurst Place to Iceland & Madagascar!  
- WKISSP Masterclasses and lectures on The Adventure of Sound 
- Year 13 leavers event  
- World Culture Week 
- Year 8 and 9 Domestic Abuse workshops 


