
 

 

Our Ref: KNH/BAM 
 
11 February 2022 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
You may, like me, have been watching in awe at the winter Olympics as the athletes compete in the 
Big Air, the Luge and the Moguls over the past week or so. To some extent this term has felt somewhat 
similar. We have had a few bumps and obstacles to overcome in terms of staffing and student absence, 
there have been times when the term has been racing at breakneck speed but what I am most in awe 
at is our continued drive to risk take, be creative and perform in our own way some amazing tricks 
and achievements!  
 
I want to thank all the staff at the Academy for their continued commitment and drive to provide high 
quality education and opportunities to all students here; they have been called on throughout this 
term to support colleagues due to the impact of Covid-19 and they have done so with such dedication. 
  
Just like the Olympics, we have had some real highlights this term. We are focusing on ensuring 
students who do the right thing time and time again get recognised. We have our new Skinners’ 
Company apprentices, several SKA ambassadors in the community competing locally and nationally 
representing the Academy, our cadets have embodied the IB learner profiles of Principled and 
Communicators, our first students within our Hall of Fames have been rewarded with trips to Temper 
Temper and Wembley and we have appointed our 4 new Heads of Houses in the Sixth Form, along 
with our prefect team.  In addition to this we have welcomed guest speakers with the themes including 
Arctic exploration, Domestic Violence, independent thinking and exam strategies.  
 
Also in term 3, we have had a real focus on Mental Health. Last week we celebrated Children’s Mental 
Health Week with focus on healthy living in subjects; Matthew’s Mile walks taking place in PE and staff 
v students netball tournaments. We continue to raise the profile of our chosen charities such as 
Connect mentoring, Papyrus and The Mix and I am thrilled to say have welcomed Emotional Wellbeing 
Practitioners into the Academy from the NHS to work with some of our students more closely. 
Alongside our EWPs, we also welcomed PC Mark Trinder our new School Police Officer, who will be 
providing the Academy and students support across several different areas. 
 
Amongst all this enriching work, students have not lost sight of the core business of the Academy: 
learning. We have been impressed with the maturity with which Year 9 students have approached the 
options process. The questions we have been asking have revealed how deeply students have been 
thinking about their GCSE choices. Year 11 have also impressed us as they engaged with the Positively 
You workshops, preparing them for success in their GCSEs. We encourage all Year 11 parents to talk 
to their children about their revision, using the materials shared with you earlier in the week.  
 
As always, the end of a term brings time both for reflection and looking forward. Term 4 will bring 
further opportunities, both within our academic and extra-curricular areas, including: 



 

 

- SKA Book Week (week of the 28th February) 

- World Book Day 3rd March   

- Most Able and Talented students’ conferences 

- Welcoming the Skinners’ Company 

- Year 7 and 8 Maths trips 

- Year 11 Sixth Form taster day (7th March) 

- New Year 7 Welcome Event (16th March) 

- Our second parental workshop, focusing on the new RSHE curriculum (16th March) 

- Students becoming involved with our Soapbox challenge ready for Dunorlan park in June 

- Battle of the Bands  

- Invites for parents to join us for lunch, to sample our new Olive dining 

The Academy has also worked hard to ensure that we continue to strengthen our parent Academy 
relationship, one area is around the attendance of our students. We know from experience that 
irregular attendance and lateness is disruptive and often leads to students feeling out of touch with 
Academy life and being constantly behind in their schoolwork. Through our latest data analysis, we 
have compared those students with good attendance, to those whose attendance is below 95% and 
the impact is stark. By Year 11, those with high attendance are currently making +0.87 (which equates 
to almost one grade higher across all subjects) more progress than those with poor attendance.  
 
Attendance is so important; we expect students to be here every day ready to learn. If they are not, it 
can significantly impact their opportunities and subsequent life chances. Thank you for your support 
with this. 
 
Kent Police have also asked us to raise with Parents/Carers their concern, one which we share here at 
the Academy about the number of young people using and buying vapes under the legal age of 16. 
Vapes are a tobacco product and therefore fall under the Academy’s list of illicit items and will be 
confiscated and sanctions put in place for any student who is found bringing these into the Academy. 
Please do talk to your child regarding this and the addictive nature and health implications of vaping. 
Thank you.  
 
Today we will be finishing the term in Houses, students will have the opportunity to come together 
within their Houses to reflect on their own achievements across the term. This is an opportunity for 
them all to show pride in what they have achieved. Yesterday our Year 7s had their mid-Year Transition 
event, which involved them looking at how they had shown the attributes of an IB learner since 
starting at SKA. When talking to a small group of them, one student remarked “I can’t believe how 
many skills I have developed here just in half a year, imagine how I will be after 7 years here”.  
I couldn’t have put it better myself.  
 
Hadid students will learn today of their new House motto: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

As I wish you all a lovely and restful Half Term, I think it is safe to say there is a real sense of optimism 
that our future looks very bright, due to an Academy full of such architects.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Miss H Knowles 
Principal 
 


