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In partnership with researchers at the University of Oxford, The Skinners’ Kent Academy have agreed to take 

part in a research study. We would like to invite your child, along with the rest of their class, to be involved 

in this study, which is focussed on students, aged 14 to 16 years, and not individual students. We very much 

hope you would like your child to be involved, but before you decide, it is important that you understand 

why the study is being done.  

 

1. What are we trying to find out? 

There is a great deal of talk about the importance of ensuring that all students gain 21st century skills which 

include the development of critical thinking during their schooling. With funding from the International 

Baccalaureate, the Oxford University Centre for Educational Assessment (OUCEA) seeks to conduct this 

research to better understand the impact of different educational programmes in facilitating critical 

thinking among students who participate in the programme. To do this, we will administer a series of online 

tasks to students to assess their critical thinking. 

 

2. Why has my child been invited to be involved in this research? 

We are inviting your child because they are between the ages of 14 and 16 years old.  All pupils in their 

class are invited to be involved in this research. 

 

3. Does my child have to be involved? 

No.  You can ask questions about the study before deciding whether to allow your child to be involved. If 

you do agree to their involvement, you may withdraw your child at any time, without giving a reason and 

without any effect on their education, by advising the school or researchers of this decision.  

 

4. What will my child be asked to do? 

Between April – May, 2022, your child will be provided with an information sheet and consent form via a 
secure platform called Qualtrics so that we can tell them more about the study and obtain their consent to 
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participate. If they decide to participate, and following your full consent, they will participate in an online 
activity that explores their critical thinking.  
 

After reading this information sheet and having your questions answered, we will provide you with an opt-
out form. If you do not want your child to participate, then we recommended completing the form. If you 
are happy for your child to participate, we would suggest not completing the form.  If you change your 
mind while you are completing this consent process, and you decide that you do not want to participate, 
you can close the tab in your browser to leave the page. A member of the research team will be happy to 
answer any questions that you might have.  

 

5. What are the advantages / disadvantages of taking part? 

We have planned carefully to reduce any potential risks.  Access to the data that your child provides will be 
restricted to the research team and this data will be pseudonymised (given a fictitious name) for research 
publications. All data will be stored securely on the Nexus 365 OneDrive for the University of Oxford. The 
storage of data will be treated in a way that maintains confidentiality and first and foremost used for 
research purposes. By participating in this research, we believe that students will have the opportunity to 
contribute to research that offers greater insight into how we might be able to develop this important 21st 
century skill. 
 

6. What happens to the data provided? 

Any information your child provides during the study is the research data.  No personal data about your 
child will be stored beyond the duration of the study. Research data, including your child’s consent forms, 
and their performance on the online critical thinking task, will be securely stored in a password protected, 
encrypted file and will only ever be shown to other members of the research team or other responsible, 
authorised personnel at the University of Oxford such as IT and Ethics auditors, for monitoring and/or audit 
of the research. We will ensure all data collected in the study is de-identified as soon as possible after 
collection.  Data will be destroyed safely as soon as it is no longer needed for auditing and analysis revision 
and for publications (i.e., stored safely for at least 3 years after the end of the project).   
 
I will send a brief report on the research to your child’s school at the end of the study, and you are welcome 
to see this.  I will not identify your child, the school, or any students in any reports of the research. 

 
7. Will the research be published? 

The findings from the research will/may be written up in a report for the IB organisation. They will/may be 
also presented in academic publications and conference presentations. It will not be possible for the details 
that your child provides to be identifiable from the outputs of this research. Students’ real names will not 
be used, and any material produced by your child’s school will be de-identified.  

8. Who is conducting this research? 

The research is organised by Associate Professor Joshua McGrane of the University of Oxford, who is the 
Deputy Director of the OUCEA. Professor Therese N. Hopfenbeck, Director of the OUCEA is a co-investigator 
in this research. Dr. Samantha-Kaye Johnston is a Research Officer in this research.  The research is funded 
by the International Baccalaureate Organisation. 
 

9. Ethics 

Any research with students will be conducted with care and sensitivity.  This study has been reviewed by, 
and received ethics clearance through, the University of Oxford’s Central University Research Ethics 
Committee, [CIA-21-286].  
 

10.  What if there is a problem? 

If you have a concern about any aspect of this study, please contact Associate Professor Joshua McGrane at 

joshua.mcgrane@education.ox.ac.uk, and he will do his best to answer your query.  He will acknowledge 
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your concern within 10 working days and give you an indication of how it will be dealt with.  If you remain 

unhappy or wish to make a formal complaint, please contact the Chair of the Research Ethics Committee at 

the University of Oxford who will seek to resolve the matter as soon as possible. The contact details are 

below.  

Dr. Liam Gearson  
University of Oxford Departmental Research Ethics Committee Chair  
Email: liam.gearson@education.ox.ac.uk 
Address: University of Oxford Department of Education, 15 Norham Gardens, Oxford OX2 6PY, United 
Kingdom. 
 

11. Data Protection 

The University of Oxford is the data controller with respect to any personal data collected, and as such will 
determine how this personal data is used in the study. The University will only process personal data for 
the purpose of the research outlined above.  Research is a task that is performed in the public interest. 
Further information about your rights with respect to personal data is available from 

http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/councilsec/compliance/gdpr/individualrights/. 

 

12. What should I do next? 

 

If you DO NOT want your child to participate, then please complete the opt-out form.  

 

If you DO want your child to participate, then we also ask you to please complete the short parent 

questionnaire.  

 

The links to each form will be provided to you by your school. 

 

Please remember that you may withdraw your child at any time, without affecting their education and 

without giving a reason, by notifying the researcher. If you would like to discuss the research with someone 

beforehand (or if you have questions afterwards), please contact Associate Professor Joshua McGrane at 

joshua.mcgrane@education.ox.ac.uk 
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