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Dear Parents/ Carers,

I am writing to you with information regarding the upcoming Pre-Public Examinations 

(PPEs) and the summer series of Public Examinations.

PPEs:

The PPEs will run from 21st February to the 4th March with exams in the morning and 

afternoon. You have already received the timetable, which is also available on our website. 

Individual timetables will be sent out closer to the start of the examinations.

We want all students to feel confident, comfortable and ready to be successful so will follow 

the same routine as we followed in November, which will be replicated in the Summer. 

Students are expected to be in the Academy by 8:20am and to gather in the P&P where a 

free breakfast will be provided. They will then be escorted to their line up point before 

entering the exam hall. To avoid the day overrunning, we have organised an early lunch for 

Year 11s and have tried to put shorter examinations in the afternoon. There may be 

occasions where the exams run beyond 15:15 but we will do our best to avoid this. Please 

ensure your child is aware of their timetable in relation to this.

Summer Examinations:

The summer GCSE series runs from 16th May to 23rd June. Again, you have been sent this 

timetable and it is also available on the website. It is important that you and your child note 

the dates of exams they will be sitting now and display them clearly in your home. This will 

help you and your child to organise revision and other activities accordingly. Students are 

expected to arrive in the Academy in full school uniform and on time for each exam. Students 

should meet in the P&P at 8:30 for morning exams and at 13:00 for afternoon exams.

With this letter you will find the timetables and some useful links and advice to help you 

navigate this important time in your child’s education.

Yours Sincerely,

Ms Madziva

Vice Principal: Curriculum, Progress and Learning
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On this page you will find some useful links and advice to help you to support your child 

during their preparations for GCSE.

Useful Links:

The link below will take you to the examinations page of our website; from here you can 

access all timetables and information for students and parents from JCQ:

https://www.skinnerskentacademy.org.uk/938/examinations

The BBC has excellent revision resources which can be accessed here:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3

Students will have Seneca accounts for some of their subjects with excellent revision 

resources which can be accessed here:

https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/blog/the-ultimate-gcse-a-level-revision-guide/

The websites below have many useful tools to aid revision:

https://www.goconqr.com/

https://quizlet.com/en-gb

https://getrevising.co.uk/

How to support your child:

Examinations can be stressful, but careful preparation and consistent study routines will 

really help your child to manage themselves and do their very best. The work the students 

undertook during the Positively You workshop and the follow up parental workshop will 

have given you and your child some good strategies; below are our top five tips:

• Encourage your child to create a revision timetable with space for them to tick off tasks 

and record successes and struggles to revisit (you can use the online template here to help 

get started).

• Support your child in establishing consistent study routines, perhaps guarding their 

phones and devices during study time and setting timers for short sharp bursts of revision 

(20 minutes of study followed by a 5-minute rest is a good pattern to follow).

• Test your child on key knowledge they are studying and then retest them on the same 

material a few days later to facilitate spaced retrieval practice and help them to recognise 

their progress.

• Encourage your child to explain their learning or answers to practice exam questions to 

you; this will help them to consolidate their learning.

• Plan happy activities to break up revision and write these into your child’s revision 

timetable: a walk, a film, a meal together.

If you have any questions or concerns please contact Mrs Hill, your child’s tutor or your 

child’s subject teachers in the first instance.
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Advice for 
students:

Year 11 Success

The February/ March PPEs 

are your chance to build on 

and improve on your 

performance in November. 

You have so much knowledge 

and experience to draw on…

There are a number of 

experiences you have had 

that should prepare you 

for success in your PPEs:

• Lessons learnt during the November 

PPEs

• Revision lessons and feedback in class

• Your learning about Retrieval Practice 

and Memory (you did this in English)

• The Positively You Exam Busters 

Workshops

How memory works:

With your English teacher 

and during the Positively You 

workshop you learnt about 

the forgetting curve:

• You forget about 80% of what you 

have learnt within 24 hours.

• If you return the previous learning 

and actively try to remember it,

the learning sticks in your memory for 

longer.

• Forgetting and recalling is (oddly) a 

really important process.

• Each time you try to remember 

something this builds links in your 

memory and the learning moves into 

long term memory.

• Each time you link the things you 

have learnt this builds links in your 

memory and the learning moves into 

long term memory.

• Review your work four times within a 

month and you will remember almost 

100%.

“Review your work four 

times within a month 

and you will remember 
almost 100%” 5
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In the Exam:

REMEMBER RICE

READ the question twice

IDENTIFY and highlight the command word

CONCENTRATE on the key words

EXPLAIN YOUR ANSWER

Top Tips for Revision:

• Short sharp bursts with lots of breaks.

• Spaced practice.

• Quizzing

Try:

• Creating a revision timetable.

• Scheduling breaks and treats in your 

revision timetable.

• Creating mind maps, then covering 

different parts and trying to remember 

them.

• Writing yourself a quiz and trying to 

answer it a week later.

• Quizzing a friend.

• Explaining what you have learnt to a 

parent, carer or sibling.

• Looking at past exam questions and 

planning your answers.

Focus on:

• Your goals (when motivating 

yourself to get started)

• Your previous successes (when 

motivating yourself to keep 

going)

• Your own revision plan/ 

timetable (when motivating 

yourself to stay focused)

• Your breathing (when things 

feel overwhelming)

Look after yourself:

• Get some exercise and eat well.

• “Plan Happy”: schedule things to 

look forward to (a walk with a 

friend, a film, a bike ride).

• Use affirmations

• Use the Positively You Power of 

5: 5 things you can see; 4 things 

you can feel; 3 things you can 

hear; 2 things you can 

taste/smell; 1 happy memory
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